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ENQUIRY 


AFTER 


WIT: 


Wherein the 
Trifling Arguing and 7 mpious — 


Of the Late 


| Earl of SHAFTSBURY, 


In his LETTER concerning Enthuſiaſm, 
A and other Profane Writers, 


Are fully Anſwer'd, and juſtly Expoſed. 


Anſwer a Fool according to his Folly, le& he be wiſe 
in his own Concett. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


= h it appear'd at 
pe under a borrow'd Name, happen d 
do be aſcrib'd to one who ſees nothing 
in it to be aſbam d of. It drew upon 
ber indeed the Reſentments of that ſort 
e Men of Wit who are here expos d, 
and was the true Cauſe, of. a Fable 


7 
— 


— 


which the "worthy Tatler was pleas'd to invent and pub- 
liſh à little after the Enquiry appear d; though he thought 
fit to give another Reaſon when he was charg'd with doing 
what was ſo contrary to his Profeſſ;ons . in mauy of his 
Tatlers, where he wou'd ſeem to pay Reſpeft to Religion 
aud Vertue. | kk 3 

However, this Gentleman and his Accomplices, haue not 
only her Pardon, but her Thanks, ſo far as ſhe is concern d 
in that Invention. She binds it to her as her Glory and 
Crown, in that it intitles her to the Bleſſedneſs and Re- 
ward, promis'd to all who are revil'd and evil ſpoken of 
falſely for G O D's Sake. But tho the Enquirer had of- 
ſended the Tatler, and his great Friends, on whom he fo 
liberally beſtous his Panegyrics, by turning their Ridicule 
very juſtly upon themſelves; what had any of her Ac- 
quaintauce done to provoke him? Who does he point at? 
For ſhe knows of none who ever attempted to ere& a 
Nunnery, or declar'd, That Virginity was to be their 
State of Life. It cannot be three or four Noble Orphans 
N 42 5 who 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


who choſe to live (in Town as well as Country ) with 


a Gentleman aud bus Wife, their Relations, who muff 
be two of the Nuns to cone near the Tatlet's Num- 
ber ; for this was long before the Enquirer had the Ho- 
ndur of their Acquaiutance. Nor # it agreeable to the 
many Declarations of our Cenſor; nor to what be uon d 
have in believe was his general Purpoſe, viz. to re- 


commend Truth, Innocence, Honour, and Vertue, 


to make free with the Character of Virgins, not leſs 
diſtinguiſd'd by theſe than by their Quality. © Fly-blow, 
© ſays my Author, (Tatlet 38.) who. is receiv'd in all 
* the Families in Town through the Degeneracy and Ini- 
" quity of their Manners, is to be treated like a Knave 
K this Reaſon, becauſe impotent Malice is to be treated 
with all our Force to ſuppreſs it. I think not It is 
* to deſpiſe it. : dp 


; Tatler tell; a Tale very agreeably, when be pleaſes, 


but he has ſcatter d none. of his Attic Salt on this. One 
cannot help pitying him to ſee how he writes agains* the 
Grain, and labours under the Task his noble Beneſactors 
pos d. "The harmleſs Satyr does not bite; and tho it 
fhew'd its Teeth againf? the Propoſal to the Ladies, 
our hours? Compilator has made an honourable Amends 
to the Author, (I know not what he has to the Book- 
ſeller ) by tranſcribing above an hundred Pages into his La- 
dies Library, * verbatim; except in a few Places, 
which if the Reader takes the Trouble to compare, perhaps 
he will not find improv'd. He has alſo made Satisfaction 


to Religion, in ſeveral Papers, particularly in Tatler 111. 


where he treats his Friends with proper, but coarſer Lan- 
guage, than the Fnquirer thought fit uo uſe. 

If any body defires to know why our Enquiry takes 
particular Notice of the Tatler's grand Patron, ſo wel 
known. by the Name of Monſe ? The Anſwer 1 5 

| 5 | tre 
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Compare his Chapter of Hnorance, with Propoſal, ad Part, 


from p, 68, to p. 194. 


1 though he be one of the weakef? of Fools: And for 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
— — ppt 
had not at that Time own'd it : But the other recom- 


Þ mended it with higb Encomiums, and by. approving and 


encouraging, made himſelf a Partuer in the Crime. Nor 
was he unſuſpetied of being the Author when it was put 
into the Enquirer's Hands, by ſome "Perſons of Quality 
aud Merit, who defir'd it might be anſwer d. But ſurely. 
in a Chriſtian Country, profeſſing ſo much Zeal for Re- 
formation, there weeds no Apology for chaſtifing the Inſo- 
lence of Profane Perſons, however diſtinguiſb d. Some, as 
the wiſe King directs, are to be anſwer'd according 
to their Fol y, leſt they be wiſe in their own Con- 
ceit. They who reade the Enquiry will, I hope, diſcern 
that the Laugh is not, or at leaſt ought not to be, on the 
Libertines Side, who are not leſs ridiculous than they are 
impious. When it was wrote, that Sex which us'd to be 
honour'd with the Character of Devotion and Modeſty, 
had not broke through this natural Barrier, to ruſh in- 
to the bold Licentiouſneſs of the other. Their Progreſs 
theſe laft Seven Tears, has exceeded all we have for- 
merly ſeen or heard of Engliſh Ladies. It is neceſſary 
therefore, that ſome of the Sex ſhou'd enter their Pro- 
teſt agains? this horrible Indecency and Novelty, as well 
as Projaneneſs. Such Women as are ſo humble and diſ- 
creet as to follow the Diftates of the Governing Sex, 
may pleaſe to reade what follows, as My. Wotton's, 
or Mr. Any-bedy's, who has ſo much Courage as not 
to be aſbam d of the Profeſſion of Religion, and ſo much 
Honeſty, as not to prefer the Name of Proteſtant, be- 
fore the Belief and Practice of Chriſtianity. 
They who tell us, that Popery is worſe than Atheiſm, 
cannot think as they Jay, unleſs they think it better to live 
without GOD in the World, than without a good Pre- 
ferment Or, that it is more eligible to die like the 
Beaſts that periſh, than to obtain a Crown of Martyr- 
dom, which is the utmos? a Chriſtian can fear from 
Popery, where it is mos? triumphant, and a hundred 


to one on the Popiſh Side, as GOD be thanked, are 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


in this Nation on ours. *Tis fooliſh or knaviſh to con- 


fider the Mind of an Atheif? (in which number I in- 
clude all who deny Providence, a Future State, and Re- 
veal d Religion) as a blank Paper, in which there is 
not hing to be obliterated ; far from this, it is ſmear d 
and blotted with Vice, and all over ting'd with Dia- 


- bolical Malice againt GOD Himſelf. Of which there 
is but too flagrant, and ſad Proof, in the mauy Im- 


pious Books that are publiſhd with Impunity, or the 
Authors skreen'd and forgiven the too gentle Puniſhment 
that the Laws inflitt. Among other Inſtances, the Letter 
concerning Enthuſiaſm (the civil Name they beſtow on 
Chriſtianity) is lately reviu'd, and recommended to young 


Gentlemen as an Incomparable Treatiſe, and a perfect 


Exemplar of the gay Style without Levity. Tho the 
Character given by the Author's Friend of another Per- 


Jqqmaxce, ſuits it better ; 


Much Malice mingled with a little Wit. 


f the Poyſon being thus a- neu pr e . ſpread abvand, 
is it not fit to renew the Antidote? 
Let us in GOD's Name, and with His Truths, heartily 


oppoſe the Errors of the Roman Church, but let not Chriſti- 
anity be baniſh'd from our Land, out of a 7 een Fear of 


Popery. Let us not, becauſe the Papiſts ſuperſtitiouſiy wor- 
ſhip the Croſs, deny our Crucify'd G O D and Saviour, nor 
refuſe to take up our Croſs and follow Him. The Inventions 
of Men, that Superſtrutture of Hay and Stubble they have 


- rais d upon à good Foundation, are ſurely more eafily re- 


mov d, than that Rock of Pride which hardens the Hearts 


of the Enemies of our common Chriſtianity, and that Rub- 
biſh of Senſuality and Vice upon which no Chriſtian Edifice 
can poſſibly be erected. We fſhew as little Charity as we 
aſcribe to the Papiſts, if we exclude from the Kingdom of 


Heaven, ſuch of them as are invincibly ignorant of their 


Superſtitions and Errors. But who has found a Path thither 
tor the Deist, and Men of No-Religion, tho* ever fo vea- 


lo 


road, 


artily 
yiſti- 
ar of 
Tor- 
„Mor 
tions 
have 
ly re- 
learts 


hit her 
þ Tea; 
lou 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
lous against Popery, who, not content to reject the Modern 
Creed of. the Aſſembly at Trent, ſtrive to bauiſh the Three 
Antient and truly Catholic Ones? And under the Pretence 
of being good Proteſtants, by which no more is meant than 
declaring againſi Popery, raiſe their Batteries, and carry 
on their Saps agains? Chriſtianity in general: Men who 
live and die in the open Contempt of that Name through 
which alone we can be ſav'd? Sincerity, ſtretch d to the 
utmoſl Latitude, cannot comprehend theſe in the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, either here or hereafter, otherwiſe than as His 
declar d Enemies, who, if they cou'd help it, wou'd not 
have Him to reign over them. For Charity itſelf, though it 
hopeth all Things, and believeth all Things, can neither 
hope, nor believe without contradifting the Truths of the 
Goſpel," that they who in this preſent Life throw off all Re- 
Jpet4 to the Divine Majeſty, who ſay in Words, as well as 
in the Tenor of their Lives, Depart from us, can enjoy 
Him in the next. How then is Atheiſm better than Popery ? 
Both are bad; but there is not any manner of Neceſſity to 
run into the one to avoid the other. v0 
Our modern. Politicians who have no Dependance upon 
GOD and His Providence, att like themſelves, when they 
lay their Schemes deep and make them black as Hell, aud 
carry them on by wicked Artifices. But humane Policies are 
not proper Methods to defend the Church of Chris?, or to 
maintain the Truths and Holineſs of the Chriſtian Profeſſion. 
A People may preſerve their Churches, and yet loſe their Re- 
ligion ; may ſay, Lord, Lord, have we not diſputed ? Have 
we not fought ? Have we not cas? out, —— and done many 
Wonderful Works —— for OUR RELIGION? To 
whom the Prince of Purity and Peace will anſwer, I know 
you not; depart from me all ye Workers of Iniquity. 
It is a Degree of Atheiſm to diſtruſt Divine Providence 
when we keep in the Way of our Duty, however dark and 
cloudy the Horizon may appear; and a much greater to 
think GOD ſtands in need of the finful Man. The 
Great Lord and Ruler of all Things, can, whenever He 
pleaſes, take the Wiſe in their own Craftineſs, and blast in 
a 


13 


— 8 — 
* 3 ] __ 8 
Wann * — —— WY 
acti. 


as. 4 (Een " 
* * 2 
ay 
4 
1 


. * 


\ 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
a Moment the belt eftabliſh'd and mos towering Fabrics 
of many Tears Labour and Art. He has promis d that 
the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againf# True Religion; 
but He has alſo threatened particular Churches to remove 
their Candleſticks, unleſs they repent and do their firſt 
Work. Which Threatnings have been ſeverely and juſtly 
executed; and for nothing ſooner than for Hypocriſy and 
Atheiſm. Theſe go hand in hand; Men cou'd not 
be Hypocrites, were they not ſecretly Atheiſts, The Mask 
drops off, when, Religion is no longer ſubſervient to their 
Avarice and Ambition; and the BI GOT, by which I under- 
tand, one zealous for the Name and Externals of Religion, 
without the Life and Power, who wou'd do any thing ra- 
ther than deny himſelf, and take up his Maſter's Crofs ; 
appears, what he all along really was, an Atheif?. Such 
were the Phariſees and Sanhedrin, who Crucify'd the 
Meſſiah to preſerve their Religion, that is, to gratify their 
Avarice and Ambition, the Idols of their Hearts. And ſuch 
are all thoſe who ſpeak, or ati wickedly for GOD, and pro- 


Such Ways as theſe have more than once brought flouriſhing 

Nations to the Brink of Ruin. For when Meng Prin- 
ciples are loi?, and their Vertue corrupted, Liberty and 
Property become an eaſy Prey. (1 
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feſs to maintain his Truth by unjuſt and wicked Actions. 
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'To the moſt 


 Uluſtrious Society | 


OF THE 


KIT-CATS. 


My Lone Nc E 
EE Reputation of FER: the a- 
vow'd Patrons of Wit and good 
Humour, and the propereſt Sub. 
jet, of it, which you have ſo 
Ju fily acquir 4 emboldens me'to preſ ame that 
the leaſt Attempt that way, won't fail of your 
gracious Acceptance, and generous Encou- 
ragement. Confuſion wou d ſeize me in Ad- 
Areſſing to ſuch accompliſb d Patrons, hut that 
Edit. Modleſty is the leaſt of your Vertues, it ſcarce 
attends you to the Door of your Acadian V. 
Powerful Wit, con d I pretend any Intereſt in 
To i, won el be a nuch better Maſter of the Ce- 
1 remonies 


4 


Object, and never, ſ. Peg 2411 


The De DICATION. | 


remonies than all the Vertues of the Greeks 
aud Romans, tho" attended with the joint 
Eloquence of Tully and Demoſthenes. For 
Wit is then moſt Godlike wn it creates its 


3 


Luſtre a in 4 Fanegyrick u 


Folly. To ſay no more than every 550 ba, 


2 3255 the ſame with ſl aying nothing j ſince 
tig little io the pur poſe, of Wit at leaſt. But 
he mu ſt needs have a fund of Beauty in his 


on Mind, who where no body elſe can diſ- 


cern a Charm, nds enough to Captivate. 
PARDO N, noble Patrons, my too for- 
ward Zeal, who Without Impulſe or En- 
thuſi alm,. r any other Qualification beſides 
a due Senſe of your Merits, andaciouſly at. 
tempt to. | ſhew. them ta the W, orld, 4 if it 


were not ſufficiently apprix d of them alrea- 
dy! None but thoſe paltry Fellows the 


Church. ly. ardens can be ignorant of your 


Fame; but having taken an Oath, they muſt 


_ as ignorant as they can in order to 
keep 7 

7 ot D ob! 5 the 1 imagin d Preſence 
of fo many great Men to whom I addreſs my 
(elf, every one of * em of a more than or- 


dinary 
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ArGe, might inſpire and raiſe my 
Thoughts ro male 4 ſarabie — 
which, late. Foſterity might read, and won. 
der / Op Oppreſs'! d-with ſo much Merit where 
ſball I begin ! Tour Intellectual and Moral 
— , your Civil and Military Ver- 
tues, your Public and Private detompliſh 
ments, being equally V aluable and Extraor- 
dinary But your Wi it and good Humour 
| have determin'd me; That. Love to the 
Public, that Study of aniverſat Good, 
and to promote the Intereſt of the whole 
World, as far as is in your Power; your 
indefatigable Induſtry to commeutricate to 
Mankind that perfect Freedom you enjoy, this 
is ſurely the height of Goodnels! 

IN time of Tore, the Men of Ouality had 
ae Notion of Greatneſs, without Sorel 
neſs and Moroſeneſs accompanying it, they 
wou d be diſtinguiſhed from Plebeians both 
by their Vices and their Vertues. Von per- 
fecily underſtand, tis true, how to maintain 
your Grandeur and noble Hanghtineſs port 
-nce || Juſt Occaſions. As when a cluſter of ſaucy 
my Tradeſmen, thinking they have an Engliſh 


or- Na to ask their own, intrude into your 


A Anti- 


22 
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The Dzvicarion. 


Anti-Chambers, if Cunning, Force, or Fees, 
can procure- 45 that Privilege, and not 
content to paſs for humble Suitors, will 


needs ſbem themſelves to be N eſome 


Duns: When an IIlbred Fellow endea- 


wonrs to protect a Wife, or Daughter, or 
other vertuous Woman, from your very Ci- 
dil Addreſſes, your noble Courage never fails 
of being rous'd upon ſuch great Provocati- 
ons, and if the wile Offender don't ſneak, 
out of your way, unarmd as be is, you 
know how to whip him thro' the Lungs moſt 


_ waliantly! But excepting theſe and a few 


other Caſes, ſuch is your Candor and Ge- 
neroſity, you are ſo truly Good, that the 
very loweſt of the Mob may tread in your re- 
nowned Steps, may do you ſecret and im- 


portant Services; Drink and Swear their 


Quota with the beſt of you, dare treat you 
freely, and are ſure > you will not be dil- 
pleas d with this Liberty. 

THE income of the Mob indeed will not 


allow them to heep pace in your elegant way 


of Living; as yet they are forc'd to ſtand 
at awful Diſtance. But to your everlaſting 
£6 Ka e, yon ceaſe not to endeavour, by the 


Ai. 
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Aſſiſtance of your - derling Luruiy, that great 


Leveller and Transferrer of Property, to 
make the Tradeſman equal to the Lord. And 
were it not for the Narrow-ſoil oul'd Care 

ſome of your Anceſtors, who, have anluckily 
put 4 flop to your. Generoſny; jon might 
have an occaſion of. imitating that fine A. 
Gon whereby the Noble Apicius put an end 
to his Glorious Life! However; in that 
which coſts them nought, in Oaths, Bla ſpbe: 
mies and Execrations, the, vileſt Mechanic 
and Beggar, encourag 'd by your Bravery, 


ſcorns to come behind the Greateſt Peer. 


And ſuch has been your Zeal and Public- 
S piritedne ſs, that almoſt every Street and 
Lane is become an Academy where this Rhe. 
toric may be learit! _ 

ONE has not, 1 confeſs, heard of your 
Fame from Hochſted, Ramellies, & c. But 
every body knows that the M orld is Envi: 


ous and Ungrateful, Js to your ſelate Wiſ- 


doms, pour healing, vigorous Councils, wiſe 
Debates: and prudent Management, that the 
Engliſh Name bas retriev d,; or even ex- 
cell d, its antient Glory ! Tos who are out 


Honſbold Gods. con'd not indeed be permit. | 
A 4: ted 


5 


8 
il lo bebe the If 


War. For to l 4 bold nes 
your Principles, none but an Evoliſh-man, 


The De — 


Precious Lives, your Al, to ſeek 15 Fav 
rels on a foreign - "Shore: Wit ſ 0- conſum- 


mate ar hours, knows how to gather them 


at honre, at leſs Expence, and to reap the 
Fruits of Viclory far from the Dangers "of 


who his more Courag e than Brains, wou'd 


expoſe his Perſon, 0 run the Riſque of his 


Life in 42 Buttel, or in the Trenches, did 


be not believe to the utmoſt, and ſirive 


to have Hope that he ſhall come off ſafely. 
"Tis certuin he mu ſt never conſult bis Rea- 


fon after your exabl Method, nor know the 


Cheat of future Hopes and Favs, for this 
won d turn him 2 a-drift, oe a civil 
Phraſe for running uma ”) it wou d ſbem 
him great teal of harm in ſuch a Venture; 

no Teſs than the Hazard of all his Satisfa- 
ction and Happineſs in this World, and 


that without any Advantage of Recom- 


mendation to another. I queſtion mmch 
whether the Proweſs of our Indincible Ge- 
nerul, great as it is, won d ever have been 


able 70 ve given u eco caſion for One Te De- 
* um, 


2 — rr 


I be DevicarroN. 8 
um, were hin Army compos'd of ſuch Men 


of Wit, and did they allow theuſſelves time 


to think : Unleſs he had the Happineſs to 
inſure them in his Good Fortune, as well 
as to inſpire them with his Valour. | 

A ſorry Roman, who knew no better than 
io return to bis Plough from the Head of 
a Triumphant Army, to dine upon Turneps, 
dreſs'd by his own wiftorious Hande; and 


| who like à wery Ruſtic, choſe to eat in 


Earthen Diſhes rather than have a Ser- 
vice M Plate; ſuch an one might prefer the 
good. of his Conmry, future Fame, and a 


fine Paſt in Elyſium, before his Life, and 


like thoſe Warlike Enthuſiaſts of whom we 
read in Antient Hiſtory, Curtius, and the 
Decii, devote himſelf for the ſafety of his 
Country : But for Men perfectly well in. 


firuSed in the noble Myſtery of good Eat- 


ing and Drinking, and all the other re- 
quiſites to a voluptuous Life; Men who 
hate the Fortitude to let the Cries ant 
Tears of whole Troops of Orphans and 
Widows go unregarded, but who will ſuf- 


fer no part of Voluptuouſneſs to paſs by 


them, nor meanly curb any of their looſeſt 


Defrres ; 


10 The Depicarios. 
Deſires; ſparing neither Pains nor Coſt to 
taſte; do I ſay? rather to Wallow in eve- 

ry Delight, for ſuch as theſe to leave the 
Delicacies of the Town for the Fatignes of 
a Campagne, were moſt Vnreaſonable, and i 


\ 1 muſt not be expected. Unleſs that Anti- 
i" ſaving of Souls which is now the Heroie 


1 Paſſion of your exalted Spirits, and is be- 
ö come in a manner your chief Care, and iſ 
the very end of all your Conſultations, has 
inſpir d you with that hopeful Project of 
inſtructing the Valiant Youth of the Nati. 
on, to reconcile the Luxuries of their Min- 
ter Quarters to the Rigors of a Camp. For 
thank our Stars] neither is our Climate ſo 
bad, nor our Diſcipline ſo ſevere, as that 
Britains ſhou d be forc d to Live like Swedes. 
Far be ſuch Manners from us! be they 
left to Vnpoliſh'd Northern Heroes, whoſe 
want of Gouſt ſuffers them to reliſh nothing 
but Prudence and Fuſtice, Temperance and 
Fortitude, an unblemiſh'd Faith, and ſpot- 
leſs Honour. % ĩ 
AND by the way, it may be a Problem: 
worthy the Reſolution of your Famous A. 
ſembly, why a Prince in the Vigour of bis 
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Youth and a full Tide of Proſperity, whoſe 
Underftanding keeps pace with his Courage, 


whoſe Wiſdom 3s as Conſummate in Forming 


his Deſigns, as his magnanimous Soul is Un- 
daunted and Happy in the Execution, whom 
no Difficulties can ſtop, no ſeeming Impoſſe= 
bilities diſcourage, who is not leſs Victorious 
in the Cabinet than in the Field ; how comes 


it that ſuch a Prince ſhou'd find no Pleaſure 


but in the Paths of the ſevereſt Vertue and 


real Glory? That he ſhou'd value nothing 

like his Bible, and tho be ſtudies it daily, and 

conforms himſelf to its Rules, be of ſo ſound 

a Judgment, and clear a Head, as to be 

wholly incapable of all forts of Pannic ? 
BUT why do I mention ſuch little Heroes, 

as are forc'd to ſeek, occaſions Abroad, of 


ſhewing their Conduct and exerciſing their 


Valour ? Jour perfect Heroiſm makes Oppor- 
tunities, and finds in every Place an ample 
Theatre for your Merits. The Bath, theWells 
and every Fair, each Chocolate, Gaming 
Houſe and Tavern refounds with your No- 
ble Exploits. Newer were any Men's Inven- 
tions ſo Fruitful in Ways and Means to cul- 
tivate their Notions, and ſpread their Ex- 

amples l 


nl n2. The - DavedingbÞ,. 
W! amples | * Tis to this Induſt 3 that Her Ma 
Bj jeſty and the Illuftrions Hoxje of Hanover, 
thi! are oblig d for the Pains you-take in the 
1 Education of ſuch a hopeful Race at hour 
111 towardly Kitlings! Who being got aboxre all 
4 ſorts of Pannic, andl ſet looſe From al Rewe- 
= rence for Oatbs, which are an Appeal to an 
li inviſible Being, whom you know little of, 
ill and to whom you ſay, Depart from us, may 
4 be able to beat the French King at his mn 
"| Weapon, and to Triumph over him as much 
[| in the glorious Conqueſt of Pais and Trea. 
nl tres, as your fellow Subjects do in taleng 
1 Cities and ſubduing Armies. 
iſ SOME few mean Souls, who wou'd fain 
14 paſs for Generous or Charitable, beſtow now 
14 and then a ſcanty Alms and ſo orry Pittance, 
. upon a Relation, a Neighbour, or who comes 
& | firſt to band, ju ft enough to keep their Heads 
| above Water, not to remove or end their Mi- 
| ? ſery, but to continue it in the bare Preſerva- 
10 tion of a wretched Life. They who defire to 
be more taken notice of, contribute perhaps 


to the building or repair of a Church, and. 
ſhew their Value for Religion by the P, ropor- |; 
tion between their Offerings to the Temple 

and 


and their Bounty to the Theatre; or perhaps 
they bequeath Money to their Ha thn found 


ſordid Management, ſhew daily (perbaps I 
ought to except Sundays, and perhaps not) 
ſo great a Contempt of W, ealth, as to riſque 
10 inconſiderable part of Jour” Fortunes 100 
on a Card or Die! 
0 ſayall in a Mord, leſſer Patriots a 
hs venture their Eſtates, or Lives at moſt 
for the Public, and have a preſent return of 


will allow it 'em, and that the moet with 
Grateful Tales itixens; be ſidl es what will 


the Reach of Detraction, and ſtand in no 


incites you as Fathers of your Country, to 
render Happy a conſiderable part of Man- 
kind by your Cate, ſpurs on your Noble Re- 


your Hopes of Eternity, for their Eucou- 
ragement and Example; and to con firm them 
in that profound Maxim, That a Bird in 
the Hand IS worth two in the Buſh, 9t- 

withſtanding 


Tube Devicarron. 13 


an Hoſpital Tonr Liberal Souls abowe this 


Honour and. Reputation for it, when Envy 
come in hereafter, when they are got out of 


Bodies way. But the G f your 
Minds, and your Natural Humanity, which 


ſolution to |, acrifice your very Souls, and all 


= 
- — | — 8 — — — 


14 The DE DICATION. 
withſtanding that a Man may infallibly take 
the Two if it be not thro his own Fault. 
Nor can it be deny'd to your immortal Re- 
nown, that neither the Credit of a Court, 
the Power of a Nobility, nor the Auwful- 
neſs of a Church, can give Keligion Pro- 
tection, ſince you bows wittily and ingenu- 
ouſly dreſs d her up in the Habit of Impo- 
ſture, and as ſuch Arraign'd her in every 
Shape and Appearance. She only finds an 
Aſylum in our Sovereign's Breaſt, for you iſ 
purſue her to the Palace Gates! The obſti- 
nate Vertue and Piety of the Queen, tis 
true, remain unconquer d, nothing but the . 
Reduction of theſe is wanting to your Tri- 
wmphs. For there are among thoſe whoſe Bu- 
ſoneſs is Religion, Men ſo far from Biggot- . 
try, ſuch avow'd Enemies to Superſtition, 
and to any thing called by theſe Names, that | 
tho' they do not think it Decent to chant I 
Encominms upon all your Actions, yet are ſs 
uch excellent Diftinguiſhers, as not to con- ſe 
found the Leſs with the More Praiſe-wor- WA 
15 . They 0g e ſo much Rewerence for the Il 


ar, an Common Opinion, as not to Ap- 


2 aber "The ſe are pleas d to call Profane 
Cabals; 


The Droic Arrow. 15 | 


take C 4 but they rej rejoyce however i in the good 

ult. Effets of of them. They don't juſtify you as 

Re. If Acheiſts, but they tolerate you as Deilis and A us 
urt, Socinians, by a peculiar Aci of Indulgence 6 
ful-¶ over and dhodbe tbe Act of Toleration; and 5 

ro- they Adore you as Patriots. They expect not L 

nu har: you ſhow d be without Fault, alas! we 

po- 508 not in Plato's Commonwealth, but in 


the Dregs of Gothic Monarchy !/ Your pub- 
lic Spirit, your honeſt and unwearied In- 
duſtry, per fas & nefas, to ſerve your Coun- | 
re Vertues that atone for every thing! | 


tis MAY the Government Reward you ac- 
the cording to your Merits, and the ſignal Ser- | 
Tri- Nxvices you Perform! If any one ſuſpects your =. 


Allegiance to your Prince, becauſe of your | 
avowAd Oppoſs :tion to the King of Kings, and 
is therefore apt to raiſe Calumnies againſt | 
that Pon, and trouble the Repoſe of the Nation 
bant with needleſs Fears and Jealouſi es; let ſ. uch | 
are ¶ an one know that it is the Felicity of the pre- 2 
con- ſent Age to reconcile Contradlictions, and no ” 
wor- Men more fit to do it than your Witty Selves. | 
the ¶ For this Reaſon then, it wou'd be the high- i 
Ap- eſt Ingratitude and want of Conduct, not to || 
fane IAR Jar in Places of greateſt Honour and | 


als; | Truft, 


16 The Denicarion. 
Truſt, Power: ond Profit, for which you. ar: 
fo extremely well qualified, Profit at lea 
your vaſt Expences requiring this Sup y. 
Whereas Honour and Truſt may be left in 
Meaner Hands. Howewer, be you in Place 
4 or out of it, ſo long as your Morals Hint 
1 in their preſent Luſtre, you cannot but 9 
4 equally eſteem d, belov'd and adher d 
” One who _— n ons of your Proll | 
— 3 in our « ſcribling Times 
No Fool can want a Sot to > priſe hi 


- Lines «© 
The flatteſt Work has ever in the Coun 
Met with ſome zealous Aſs for its ſuppon 
And in all times a forward , ribling For 
Has found ſome greater Fool to cry hinff 


| —_  . 
| .. of Poetry, Canto! 
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ſe, hie Reader, without an Adver- 
EYES tilement, that I had a fort of 

MESA Ambition to be an Author: 
our ES Whether for my own Private 
or for Public Good, or both toge- 


In the. Performance. Had the Letter that 
Put this Thought in my Head come ſooner 
o hand, or were I Maſter of more Time 
or greater Quickneſs, on had had this more 
in Seaſon, that is, ſooner, without Queſtion. 
However, if .one's Thoughts are Juſt and 

00d, they can never be aut of Seaſon ; 

A if Falſe and Impious, they are never in. 
Bur what mall a Writer do to pleaſe 
5 | 4. 5 * | B * 59 „ 1 both 


% uw 


1 : 


Thou'd not be Vendible as well as ever 
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both his Reader and. himſelf? If his Un- 
derſtanding is of the Right Pitch, it will 
give him no little trouble to let it down fo 
low as is neceſſary to take with the Many. 
And ſuppoſing he condeſcends to this, by 


* 


what way and means ſhall he keep up his 


Character among the Knowing? Learning 


is given up to Pedants; Good Sence is dil. 
cern'd only by the Few who have it; for 


one may modeſtly ſay, that it is not the 


are Born to, than make Uſe of, it; the 
Right Uſe, at leaſt, and don't put it d fond; 

perdu, in an Annuity for Life. To be 
Witty, if a Man knows how, is the only 
way to pleaſe. Wit is the Salt that gives 
2 got to any Carrion : Nothing ſo Pro- 
fane, or Lewd, but ſhall be reliſh'd if i 
paſs for Wit. Hence it is that few Men 
if any, have the Continency to keep a Wit: 
ticiſm to themſelves, tho? the bringing it 
into Company coſts them ever ſo dear. Par: 
don me therefore, gentle Reader, that I am 
no more able than other People, to conceal 
my Witty Thoughts, or what I take to 
VVV 

I ſhou'd now fall into a Method, defin: 
Wit, deſcribe it by infallible Character 
and ay f hint where, and for what, i 
may be Purchasd: I fay Purchagd, fat 
doubtleſs it wou'd be a Grievance not to be 
endur'd by. an Inlightned People, if Wi 


; 

me . 
Birth-Right of every Reader. Tho' more 1 
n 


5 othe 


__ Ax'Exauizy ATEN Wir. 
other thing, except an Honeſt Man and his 
Inflexible Conſcience. But let it be remem- 


ber'd, that it is of the very Eſſence of Wit 


to be out of Rule, and above all Meaſure. 
The Brillant Thought is to be taken as it 
comes, and not awkardly ty'd to a Hun- 
dred dull ones, for Order's ſake: Beſides, 
Method is a Reſtraint, not to be ſuffer'd 
by Free Writers in a Free Nation, So Free 
that not any thing is ſacred enough to be 


Privileg d; not our Laws, nor our Reli- 


gion, not our Sovereign, nor our GOD. 


erhaps our Senators and their Dependents 


may be excepted; A not out of any Reve- 


rence to their Character, but thro? a certain 


Pannic we are thrown into upon Confidera- 
tion of their Power. Power which tho? 
ſingle Perſons may have the Goodneſs not 
to Uſe, yet Bodies of Men ſeldom fail to 
exert in Vindication of their own Autho- 
rity. | 

* Iv is to be hop'd that we are not in 
ſearch of Fairy Treaſure, but that there is 


really ſuch a thing as Wit; tho? tis not 


to be diſcern'd by every Eye. For why 
ſhou'd ſome Men loſe their Friends, others 
their Preferment, ſome their Lives, and 
too many their Souls, for a Jeſt, if there 
vere nothing in it? or nothing to the Pur- 
poſe? Unleſs Wit and Fool, as contradi- 
Y cory as they appear, are only different Ex- 
| — of the ſame Thing. And if Words 


are the Dreſs of Thought, as ſome have 


B 2 call'd 


31 * ** ! 
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calPd 'em, then Wit is taken to be our 
Holy-day Clothes, Lace and Embroidery, 
which few are of. Ability to wear every 
Day : But Words without any determinate 
Thou ght or Meaning, may well be rec- 
Wait a ſort of. Scare-Crow. And there 
are, and theſe not the worſt Judges, who 
affirm, that if one takes but the Courage to 


face our Gallant Wits, how glaring ſoever 


they appear at a diſtance, when he comes 


up to them, they will be found to be no 


better than Scare- Crows. 
Happy wou'd it be for us poor Writerg 


to have a Standard fixt whereby to judge of 


Wit. Provided that Magiſtracy does not in- 
Sy cou; Terpoſe | in the Buſineſs, it being a-hard mat- 


 cerning En- ger (in the Opinion of ſome Beaux Eprits ) 


ruſar for a Government to ſettle | Wit. Tho'a very 
2825 refs fie thing to my L. *** and his Friend, 
who are us d to examine things by a better 
Standard than that of Faſhion, or the common 

Taſte. For doubtleſs my L ***, eſpecially 

if we ſuppoſe him to be a Rich Lord, a- 
bounds in Wit. Boileau ſhall be my.Vou- 

cher, Quiconque oft Riche a tout, Ke. Nor 

can he and his Friends, thoſe Noble Actors! 

do a more conſiderable Service to Mankind, 

than by putting their Stamp upon Genu- 

ine Wit; that the ſpurious may no longer 

paſs among us, at leaſt not under their Pro- 

tection. Much time and pains wou'd this 

fave us, to be laid out to better account; it 

wou'd keep 1s from cracking our Brains, 

3 _ diſturbing 
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ir diſturbing the Public, and damning our 


Y JSouls, in prolling after ſomewhat Witty, 
y and New, and out of the Way. Tho' after' 
te all, our Labour is commonly to little yr 
C- poſe; thro' a firong Imagination we 

re very great Wits to bur ſelves, and very 2 
120 % to other People. Few being Able, or 
to Kind enough to ſhew ue where we fail, and 


et to put us upon the Right Scent. And they! 


ges are yet fewer who have the Wit to profit 


no by ſuch Counſels, and to be duly ſenſible of 


ſuch a Favour. It being Infallibly True, 
that a Fool is V. 28 in bi oꝛen Ceeuig thai 
ſeven Men' who can render a Reaſon.” © 


WE are indeed very far from being agreed 
concerning Wit; it is a much more > net 


or Religion. He who will but honeſtly ſet 
about it, may diſtinguiſh thee by a little 
Application. For Truth carries its Evidence 
along with it, and ſhines by its own Light? 
And True Religion has its Infallible Cri- 
terions. No Man of tolerable Sence, hut 
can diſcern Reaſon when ſhe is on his fide; 
in other Caſes, he is juſt as much an Ene- 
my to Reafon, as ſhe is oppoſite to him. 
But as for Wit, neither the Men who are 


all Air and. Humour, a Temper which thro' 


tain and arbitrary thing than either Reaſon, 


21 


"ger Civility I ſhall not call Inconſiderateneſs, or Ib. p. 34: 


0. ¶ Madneſi, as a certain Letter unluckily de- 


this f fnes it; nor thoſe who delighting in a ſo- Ib. p. al. 
5 Mer kind of Chearfulneſs, (the Good Humour ib. p. 36. 


as, Nof 1 Writer,) are a degree, or ſo, re- 
bing * . mov d 


23 
P. 60. 


P. 38. 


. 


ſelves any Notion of Wit. Its Patrons have 


"| preſerve Wit - at all in the World. Liberty 
having been aſſum'd of late, to put off any 


foonery;; both having ſtood the | Teſt. of 
and: "a the Approbation, the Preſence at 
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mov'd from the Manſions of the other; 
24 of theſe have as yet ſerrlad with them- 


indeed acted their parts ſo unskilfully, have 
ſo puzzled and Ak vat both themſelves 
and their Neighbours, with od and con- 

Stories told up and down concerning 


2 it, that it will be a very hard Task to 


fordia Feſt, mere Drollery or Buffoonery, un- 
der the Name of Wit, and by this Impoſture 
to. take with the Men of Senſe and Breeding, 
as they wou'd be thought. Nor is it eaſy 
to diſtinguiſn the finer pony” truer Wit from 
the ſordid Feſt, the Ridicule from the Buf- 


7 led. ade a io nie I EEO 


Bare ſemy Fair; So daily ſn wallow'd by, 


2 


leaſt;. of the Men of Wit, the Great Vulgar 
as well as the Small. 

EvkEx the cel ebrated Lauter. 70 my j 
8 e- call him? can't maintain its 
e Tho' one wou'd think, Chri-! 
ſtians might each be agreed in their Opi- 
nion of its Merits. Some are pleas d to 
reckon it a very poor, incoherent, contra- 
dictory, ſenſeleſs, Piece; weak in every 


2 28 


thing but Malice to Religion, and even to Uf 
GOD Himſelf; which it vents without 
Fear, or Wit; any farther than a chiming N. 
Period, or a fer fetch d inuendo can pretend. 


By _ it is cry'd up as a 3 
07 


2 * * 
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for Language, Thought, and all that 

'Tis induſtriouſly ſpread in the Nation; 

put, by way of "A BC, into\ the hands of 

every young Fellow, who begins to ſpeak 

great ſwelling Words, againſt what he Will 

not Underſtand, becauſe he is Reſolv d not 

to Practiſe: And ſent, by way of Miſſion, 

into Foreign Parts, upon that bopeful Pra- 

jet! which-is now the Heroic Paſſion of P. 25 

exalted Spirits, the ſaving of Men Senſe, 

by the Damning of their Souls! A New jors 

of Policy, unknown to Mankind, till Was 

had the Condeſcenſion and Goodneſs to be- 

come Patriots. For until this Bleſſed Age 

of Liberty which has made us ſo much 

Wiſer than our Fathers, and that Men of 

Wit, found it turn to their Account to be 

Men of Buſineſs; it was never thought a 

Service to the Public to expoſe the Eſta- LE 

bliſh'd Religion, no not when it was ever 

ſo falſe and ridiculous in it ſelf, to the Con- 

tempt of the People. The ſtrongeſt Preju- 

dice and moſt plauſible Argument, that the 

Wife and Good, among the mighty Princes 

and Emperors of the World, had againſt that 

ſubduing Force of Reaſon and Miracle by 

which Chriſtianity made its way thro? all 

Oppoſition, was the Danger of innovating 

upon the Receiv'd Religion and Faith of 

their Anceſtors, the Maintenance of which 

was ſo neceſſary to the Public Peace, as 

| they fue, 

The Divineſt Man = bad appear d ever 
4 in 
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in the Heathen World, than whom none had Ill 
given a greater Teſti of an Invincible In 
Goodneſs,” or n greater Demonſtration that In 

there was no Impoſture either in his Charatter 
or Opinions; for his Good Humour was ſuch, o 
| as to be contem ed to be Ridicul'd: This very M 1 
P. 57. Man, who in Reality lv'd the Public, and ML 
prov'd himſelf a true Patriot by preferring tr 
his Country's Intereſt at all times before his In. 
ow Private Advantage; who fluid Uni- Wth 
wverſel Good, and to promote the Intereſt of R. 


- 


the Tohole World, as far as was m his Power, Min 
and hereby arriv'd; one wou'd think, at the th 
height of Gooaneſs and that Temper which Nis 
ve call Divine; even Socrates himiſelf Joſt 
his Life upon a Suggeſtion that he deſpis'd 

the Religion of his Country; and in the 
height of Witty Times, was condemn'd by 
the Voice of the People, the Witty People 

of Athens ! whole Voice, without doubt, 
15-efteem'd by Wits, more Divine than the 
Voice of GOD. *Tis true, as the Ler- 

P. 48. ter obſerves, that his being moſt abomi- 
nably ridicul d by the wittieſt of all Poets, in 

2 whole Comedy writ and acted on purpoſe, 
was ſo far from ſinking his Reputation, or 
ſupprefſmg his Philoſophy,” that they both en- 
creas'd the more for it. But it is alſo true, 
tho* the Letter out of a Flight of Wit and 
Ingenuity ſuppreſſes it, that for the preſent 

it coſt him his Life, leaving him nothing 
beſides the Conſcience of his Integrity, 
- Which he guarded to the laſt with moſt 
F F {ſcrupulous 
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ad ſcrupulous Niceneſs, and the Hope of Im- 

ble mortality, a ſorry Conſolation in the Opi- 

gat nion of our Men of Wit!!! 

ter Bur their Opinion is not like the Laws 

ch, Jof the Medes and Perſians, Unalterable. 

2ry They did not formerly think Religion ſo 

nd Uſeleſs to the Public, as by their way of 

ne treating it they ſeem to defire it ſhou'd 
his now appear. So far from this, that one of 


their moſt formidable Arguments againſt 
Religion was its being a Political Machine, 
invented by Governors to manage and awe 
the People. But the Snaftle of Conſcience : 
is perhaps worn out; it has been ſo much 
ſtretch'd and bent to contrary deſigns, as to 
become inſignificant, And now that Meri 


he of Wit are -pleas'd to ſtudy Politics, they 
by have, it's like, diſcover'd a better Art to 
ple Nſupport Government, than our; dull Fore- 
bt, Mathers were aware bf, Our Rulers are in- 
he Ndeed extremely oblig'd to them, that they 


will ſo far agree with Antient Policy, as to al- 


low/ that it ig neceſſary a People ſboud have P. 27, 28. 
in I Public Leading in Religion; and that to 
ſe, Nen the Magiſtrate a Worſhip, or take away 
or I National Church, is as mere Enthuſiaſm as 
-n- e Notion which ſets up Perſecution. It 
ae, ſMnuſt be confeſs d they give an admirable 


nd {Keaſon for this: Tis juſt of as much mo- 
nt nent in their Opinion, as that there ſbo d 
ng e public Walks, as well as private Gardens; 
ty, nd a Man has juſt as much Reaſon to 
oft Walk in one as in the other, as the Fan- 
ul | ” OJ 


P. 11. 


c the Natural Palio on of Embnſiaſm, takes 


give f. Character of ſo great a Man as my 


Man, may by one ſtrong Ae of an animated 


P. 31. Reaſoning; 0 the Author 8 Zeal to ſave 


Book. It cats and ſlaſbes all that Men hay 


and does ꝛchat it will, without regard te 
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hun! g. a 
Bur Politics aper ; might I en to 


Lord $**'s Correſpondent, I wou d ſay, 
that Baye 


«; himſelf is many bars ſhort of 
him, as having never wrote any thing com- 
parable to this Letter. For a Good. humour d 


„ and. a Geod-will into the bargein, 
work. bimſelf up to a- Belief of finding 
it all the: Hlaguence of Tully, the 2 s- 
Horace, the Lien of Virgil, and Demon. 
ſtrationt ef Euclid. Milton's. Blank - Verſe 
holds no compariſon witk what is every 
where ſprinkled in qur Letter ; whole 
ſingular and choice Expreſſions, = ſuitable 
to its Juſtneſs of Thought, and Strength of 


Men's Senſe, by his new ſort of Saint-erran- 
tꝛy, and his Soul reſeuing Spirit. The Let 
ter, in a word, is a very Dyawcanſir of 


hitherto accounted Sacred ; is ſo fierce 
Hero, as te fright the. Good. Chriftian with 
its Pannics, ſmeb up the Prieſts. of all Denc 
minations „ Haie whole Armies of Martyrs 


Truth or Juſtice, Decency or Good Manners 
Preferring that one Quality of turning ever} 
thing into Ridicule, above all your Morals 
Chriſtian Virtues put together. _ 

Pook Bayes was but a puny in Wit, when 


4» : 
LE \ _ 
4 be, 
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kes as an Ingenious Author tells us, be libelfd Preface to 
the Court, blaſobem d Kings, abus d one Na- jor — : 

to ion, rail'd at the greateſt part of another, ther Tran: 

my and laid all the Indignities imaginable on ed. 

ay, N the only | Eftabliſhd Religion; and all this 

of ont of 4 Natural Propenſity he had to Malice, 

om. and a particular Inclination to doing Miſchief. 

14M Our Letter-writer does ſomewhat more ex- Letrer, 

ted traordinary; for endeavouring to put himſelf P. 34. 

ain, ¶ in as Good Humour as is poſſible; not only in 

ordinary good Humour, put in the beſt of P. 51. 

; 0 Humours, and in the ſweeteſt, kindeſt Difſ- 

0. ¶ poſition of his Life, he repreſents the great- 

erſe f eſt Men, | Heroes, Stateſmen, Poets, Orators, P. 82. 

Very and even Philoſophers themſelves, as Enthu- 

nolel fiafts, who, as he elſewhere explains him- 

able {:1f, are no better than Madmen! He ſup- 

h ol poſes Men in general to be wonderfully baps+ p. s. 

ſav ey in 4 Faculty of deceiving themſelves when- 

rar ever they ſet beartily about it; and without 

LY doubt he ſpeaks his own and his Lord's 

of ¶ Experience. According to him, there is P. 32,33. 

have nothing wanting but an Inquiſition, or ſome 

'ce "ll formal Court of Fudicature , to. bring back 

with zh 2nbole Train of Heathen Gods, and make p. z1, 

enofl our cold Northern and a new Arcadia, even 

*in theſe latter Days of Wit; and tho never P. 14. 

rd 10 was there in our Nation a time known, when 

mer Folly and Extravagance of every kind was more 

r ſarply inſpected, or wittily ridicul d! Reli- 

ral gi 


gion, which has hitherto been venerated by 
Humane Nature, by the Wiſeſt and Great- 
eſt Nations, and the moſt Excellent Perſons 

i among 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Ns I that call, remember Milo's End, 
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mamong them, he wou'd have to be no better Wk 
wy tan A Bart lem Fair buſineſs. And 1s ſo ſou 
| ohh thinking with his peculiar 

. Sande ond \Pleaſantneſs, on ſuch a Subject 

2s GOD Himſelf, that Awful-Majeſty, the 

Thunder of whoſe Power the whole Crea- Wict 
tion cannot bear, nor any Mortal under- go 
ſtand! as to repreſent Him, without Juſtice; hi 
or Honour, ſo Good as to be Good _ no- tle 
ee Dereſted be . r 

1 40 Fake 

Learn learn, Crotoni's Brawny 2 ce cries, 
Audacioul Mortals, and be Timely Wiſel ' 


_ ai in bat Timber R 9 0 ren 


„Wall aſter ach F rondvme as our Let 
- 7 Fer-woriter has taken with his Maker, and 
my Lord *** encouraging, or at leaſt not 
difcountenancing him in it, they can't reckon 
it ill Manners if one asks them Mr. Bayes's 
Queſtion, Whas do you do when. you Write 
and Read ſuch Epiſtles? Mith what do you 
prepare your ſelves? The making uſe of NMI 
| flewd Prunes, taking Phyſick, in letting 
Blood, are not powerful enough. Do you 
then ſwallow Opium, according to the me- 
thod of no {mall Modern WIr? Or do you, in 
imitation of your great Predeceſſor and Ma- 
ſter in Ridicule Hugh Peters, fortifie your 
. ſelves with a Bottle, or ſo; y All Nations, 
you know ; enge | thei {5 oma of _ . 
Ein 


kind, who are thrown into ſuch Tranſports as 


Plenoque Baccbi pefore turbidum 
LTM HN 
ſeems to me to mean no more than that the 


his Falern Wine. Be communicative, Gen- 
tlemen, I beſeech you, it will never be al- 
low'd that you ſtudy Univerſal. Gopd, if you 
vy the Public ſo a Secret. The 
any good People of MT Principles and / 
\cquaintance, who, as the Letter tells us, 
wou'd have leſs Fear, and be eaſier in their p. sz. 
nde, if they were but aſſurd that they 

bad only mere Chance to truſt to, will be 
much oblig'd to you for ſo choice a Cordial. 
Beſides, for ought one knows, it may ena- 
ble us to diſcern, how thoſe People come to 
be Good, who wou'd be better pleas'd with 
he Frightfub Notion of forlorn Nature, and a 
atherleſs Warld, than with. the comfortable 
one of a common Parent, and the beſt natur d 
Mind in the World: ſince we are told, it is p. 54 
impoſſible that any but an ill. natur d Man 
an wiſh againſt the Being of a GOD; which 
's wiſhing againſt the Public, and even againſt 
„ in {one's private Good tao, if righily underſtood. 
Ha · For until we are farther enlightned, our Au- 
our Ithors ſublime of Reaſon ſeems to us to have 
ons, led him into that Figure in Wit, which Men, 
his who aſpire no higher than common Senſe, 
nd, Nare pleas d to call a Contradiction. 


Bur 
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overcome their Reaſon. And Horace's pP. 78. 


good Poet had been a little too free with _ 


FAYE 
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Bor GOD be thank'd, there are not ſo 

p. 33. many ILnaturd Men in the World as our 

Author imagines, ſuch Enemies to the Pu. 

lic, and themſelves too, as to wiſh againſt the 
Being of a GOD. He is exceedingly out in 
his Reckoning, when he tells us, that 5 
P. 63, Body trembles to think that there ſhould be 
no GOD. I can affure him that were ii 
poſſible for ſuch a Thought to enter into 
my Mind, I ſhou'd Tremble at nothing 
more; and I dare: ſay there are very many 
Reaſonable Perſons who wou d do the ſame, 
It is a Rational and Well-grounded Aſſu- 
rance of the Divine Preſence, which I ſup- 
poſe one may be allow'd to ſay is much 
more able than the Inagin d or even Real 
p. 13. Preſence of my Lord***, and all his Friend u 
about him, to ſupport the Spirits, exalt the h 
Genius, and elevate the Mind to the ſub 7 
Timeſt pitch that Human Nature is capable c- 
of; it is that Preſence, and that alone, N 
which makes the World a tolerable place d 
and a wiſe Man content to live among its re 
Dteceitful and Ill - natur d Inhabitants. Cou'd bi 
M 
Ri 
fo 
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I perſuade my ſelf there is no GOD, o 
that I do not owe the moſt abſolute Obe. 
dience to all his Commands, and to this 
among the reſt, that I maintain the Poſt He 
has placd me in, till He thinks fit to cal 
me off, I wou d not ſtay a Day longer in 
it; nor be tempted by all the Allurements 
the World could offer, to run the riſque o 
that Pain and Diſſatisfaction Human Natur- 
C72 | 
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is expos d to, and that Diſguſt and Emp- 
tineſs inſeparable from all Earthly Enjoy- 

Bur 5 one has their Tate. It is 
ſome Men's fault that they love to wallow 
in Senſual Delights; and they may call it 
mine, that I have little or no reliſh of Short, 
Tranſitory, Imperfect Pleaſures; that Ieſteem 
it beneath the Dignity of a Rational Nature, 
to dwell upon the Pleaſures of Senſe, or to 
taſte them otherwiſe than en 1 paſſant, to ſup- 
port the Neceffiries of the Body; and that 
he Pleaſures of the Mind, tho the proper 
Pleaſures, and therefore the greateſt, of a 
Reaſonable Creature, conſider d as ſuch, are 
tod imperfect in this preſent Life to give 
us full Satisfaction. The wiſeſt of Men 
having long ſince pronounced, that in much 
Wiſdom is much Grief, and that he who in- 
creaſeth Anowledge increaſeth Sorrow. There- 
fore, as in caſe of Suffering, one wou'd not 
deſire to fall into the hands of Men, whoſe 
tender Mercies are for the moſt part Cruel; 
but into the hands of GOD, for as His 
Majefty is, ſo is his Mercy: For the fame 
Reafon they wou'd depend upon Him only 
for their Happineſs, whoſe Bounty is like 
His Nature, Infinite and Eternal. 


AND yet my Notion of a Deity 


ot 1 Deity is very 
different from that which the Lerter wou'd 
infinuate, and that exceſſive Goodneſs it is 
fo fond of. My Idea of GOD is that which 

He who beſt knows His own Nature, and 
5 19 


<; N 
-% # * 
4 I 1 
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r. 61. i ſo, good as not to deceive us, has been II 


tion, which is moſt ſuitable to the Deity, 
as my Reaſon, making the beſt uſe of it 4 


that higheſt Goodneſs which muſt of neceſſity 


pleas d to give of Himſelf. That he is Tbe g 
LORD, the LORD GOD, Merciful and 
Gracious, Long-ſuffering and abundant in 


Goodneſs and Truth, keeping Mercy for Thow- 


ſands, forgiving Iniquity, and Tranſgreſſion, 
— * 4 hols wh THE ſs and Forlake 
them ; and that will by no means clear the 
Guilty. For by continuing in their Impe- 
nitency, they make and judge themſelves 
unworthy of His Favour, but proper Ob- 
jects of His Unerring Juſtice, and that Eter- 
nal Puniſhment to which. it moſt juſtly de- 
crees all wilful and impenitent Offenders 
againſt the Divine Majeſty : Who having 
had Good and Evil, Life and Death ſet be- 
fore them, cannot reaſonably think them- 
ſelyes hardly dealt with if they have they 
Choice, This is that morally Excellent No- 


can, aſſures me. F he Goodneſs above de- 


ſcribed, and not tif tame, and ſenſeleſs Eai- 
neſs the Letter ſets forth, muſt needs be 


belong to GOD, as being without. any De. ¶ Su 
fefs of Paſſion, Meanneſſes and Imperfe&ion,W M- 
incident to Human Nature. For GODRF» 
wou'd not be ſo Good, if He were not per- N wa 
fectly Juſt; exact Juſtice being as Morel 1; 
Excellent in it ſelf, and as Eſſential to the I W. 
Divine Nature, as the Higheſt Goodneſs. ¶ tak 


Nor cou d He be what all but Atheiſts ac-¶ lou 


knowledge, 
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knowledge, infinitely Perfect, if either of 


them were wanting, or defective. But a 
Wit, as it ſeems, is ſo far from having 


dable or Lovely, that he is to be told, that 
the Queen is not the Leſs, but the More 
Good, in Her ſelf, as well as to her Faith- 
ful Subjects, when ſhe puniſhes Traitors, 
Diſturbers of the Public Peace, Harden d 
Villains, and ſuch as Wilfully and Inſolent- 
ly deſpiſe her Authority, 

Wovb'p it not be extremely pretty and 
improving, to hear a Man, Born under the 
Line, who had never been out of his own 
Climate, nor had conversd with any but 
his own Countrymen, diſcourſe of the Shows 
and Froſts in Greenland, and pretend. to ac- 
count for them point- blank to what the In- 
habitants, and all who have been there af- 
firm? Or to read a Chineſæ Letter concern- 
ing the Faſhions and Intrigues of our Belles 
and Beaux, and the Manners of the Euro- 


en 2 As Improperly and Inconſiſtently 
; beſſdo our Men of Wit talk of GOD and Re- 
ſity ligion ; tho' not ſo Divertingly. For the 
ol Subjects are really. too Grave, to ſuffer a 
ion, Man of Senſe to divert himſelf with their 
JD EFoolih, as well as Prophane and Impious 
per- way of treating them. Reverence for the 
aly Majeſty of GOD, and Compaſſion for the 


Wretchedneſs of the unhappy Buffoons, 
6ſt. take off his Thoughts from their Ridicu- 
ACM louſneſs ; and by Exciting at once Horror 
and 


gain 2 any confi, ent Notion of what is Lau- P. 64 


34 


Manners. it fo, on condition he will 


thought to imply Reſpe& and Reverence, 
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and Pity, make their fooliſh Mirth a real 
Tragedy. That Politic Indian, who thought 
to notch down all the King of England's 
Subjects upon his Stick, was a Wiſer Per. 
fon by far than our great Pretenders to fin: 
and true Wit, and the ſublime of Reaſon, 
For there was ſome Proportion between his 
Stick, and the Engliſh People; whereas there 
neither is, nor can be any, between Finite 
and Infinite. He had alſo the Wit to break 
his Stick, when he found the Impoſſibility 
of his Project; whereas our Libertines in 
Wit, as well as in Manners, go on as be- 
fore, or with greater Confidence, and with. 
out any Senſe of Shame, notwithſtanding 
the Foils they have ſo often receiv'd. 

A Wit has told us, that we cannot exs- 
mine Religion with too much Freedom and 
Familiarity, provided we treat it with Good 


7» wt ad Hha# oor. 


give us ſome conſiſtent Notion of this Good 
Manners : But by all that appears, he is by 
no means qualify'd to be Maſter of the Ce- 
remonies. Good Manners has always been 


ns” e » ly m min ot. rw cond. in en £m woe en Gao 


with a due regard to the Quality of the Per- 
ſon we treat with, and our own Condition, 


_ eſpecially when we approach our Betters;ſ 9 
and it alſo requires a decent and orderly h 
Behaviour at all times. Is it then Good t! 


Manners to behave our ſelves towards GOD a 


and Religion, which is His Law, in a way tl 
that wou'd coſt us. our Lives did we dare it 


10 
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to ſhew ſuch Manners towards our Sove- 
reign, and the Laws of our Country? Will 
the moſt Gracious and Merciful Prince al- 


low his Subjeds publickly tb Queſtion-his gt p. 52% 


Title; Revile his Miniſters 5 Take his Go- 
vernment rowidly to tas; break his Laws, 
and Ridicule them; Proclaim that we ſub- 
mit to him on weak and frivolous Grounds, 
ſuch as we can't admit but by putting the 
Lye upon our Underſtanding, and aſſuming an 
Opinion contrary to the appearance of Things; 
and that either he is no longer Prince, 
or elſe muſt be ſuch a poor, inſignificant 
thing, as we repreſent 2 à very King 
Log, bearded by every Inſolent, and with 
whom we may play at Leap-frog at plea- 
ſure? And to ſay no more of a Prince, 
wou'd-it be thought Good Manners in Do- 
meſtics to treat the Maſter of the Famil 
in this Faſhion 2 Wou'd he endure it, if 
he cou'd tell Twenty, even tho' he were 
of the {weeteſt and beſt Diſpoſition imagi- 
ab =: | 
TRE Jews, who ſpit upon our Saviour, 


E Ridiculd Him with a Purple Robe, a Reeden 


Sceptre, a Crown of Thorns, bowing the 
Knee before Him, and Hailing Him Hing 
of the Fews, may it's like be thought to 
have treated Him with Good Manners, by 
thoſe extraordinary Good Men and Chrifti- 
ans, who are for putting Chriſtianity to 


the Teſt of the ſharpeſt Ridicule; for Trying P. 45. 
it by a Bart lemy-Fair method, as the moſt 


G 2 likely 
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likely way of ſuppreſſing it! For the ſame be 

on, who can doubt of their being the C 

greateſt Enemies to Popery, and faſteſt ne 

Friends to the Reformation, who with my Ml th 

Lord ***'s Correſpondent ſuppofe, that it H 

cou'd not fo well have ſtood the Force of git 

P. 44 a Smithfield Booth, as it did of a more Tra- by 

gical ay; and that a Puppet-Shew might Ml th 

have evaded the greateſt force of our Re- 

forming Spirit? Who tell us, 'tis fear'd mu- 

ny of our firſt Reformers were little better 

than. Enthuſiaſts: And GOD knows, whether 

a Warmth of this kind did not conſiderably 

help is in throwing off that Spiritual Ty- 

ranny ] Excellent Charafter of good Prote- 

ſtants 

Akin to this, is a new Diſcovery of our 

Lelter-uriter's, which i is, that ou good Bre- 

p. 41. thren, the F rench Proteſtants, or ſome of 

them, it ſeems, were the real Cauſe of the 

Perſecution in their Country. And that 

not the Tyranny of the French King, but 

their own Zeal, their /lirring the Coals, and 

the Spirit of Martyrdom, which they 2 a- 

p. 43- foot to a wonder, their Ambition of the Ho- 

niour of a Perſccurion, and of thoſe Proba- 

tionary (by which, if our Author means 

any thing, one wou'd think he means Pur- 

gatory) Fires, which other Przeſts, beſides 

thoſe of the Romiſh Church, are earneſt to 

light fer them, it we will believe the Let- 

zer; are the Reaſons of their Sufferings and 
Exile! I here is indeed this ſmall difference 

between 
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between the Primitive and the Modern 
Candidates for Mart rden, that the former 
never contended fr it with Weapons in 
their Hands: Or if they had them in their 
Hands, as is reported of the Thebean Le- 
gion, they quietly laid them down, leſt 
by uſing the Sword in ſuch a Caſe as this, 
they ſhould juſtly periſh by the Sword. 


W are oblig'd to the Letter- writer for 


better ways of trying a Man's Goodneſs, 


ſome Tempers, than the ſharpeſt Torments. 
But this is not every Man's Caſe; for ma- 
ny Great Men, and Witty ones too, may 
thank their Stars that they have not a nice 
Senſe of Shame. Whether my Lord *** 
and his Friend are got above it, is more 
than I can tell. This I am ſure of, that 
wou'd they be pleas'd to fet an Example 
of that Manners and Goodneſs, fo happily 
taught in the Letter, 1t wou'd be wonder- 
fully Edifying! and be of greater Benefit 


37 


| than by Aind Blows and Flame r. Tho! it F. 42. 
may happen, that the Crnelleft Contempt in 
| the World, may be a ſeverer Infliction upon 


to the Public, than any thing their Sublime P. 12. 


of Reaſon, their Power of Eloquence, and 
wbleſt Actings for Mankind, have hitherto 
produc d! 

THE nobleſt Stage, whereon to act ſo 
great a Part, wou'd be that Place, where 
my Lord, in the Public Preſence, ſurrounded 


with his Friends and Well-wiſbers, is en- P. s. 


gag d in debating the weighty Matters of 
C 3 State. 
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State. But perhaps his Friend is no Lord, 
and tho* our Liberty is very great, it may 
not run ſo far, as to permit him to come, 
With all his Freedom, Pleaſantneſs and Good 
Humour, into the Houſe of Peers, tho he 
be allow'd to ca _ them at any time into 
the Preſence of GOD Almighty! However, 
if for this, or other Reaſons, dle Experi- 


ment can't be made this Seflions, yet cer- 
tainly nothing but Malice, Ill-Nature, ot 
Envy at the Glory and Goodneſs of his No 


ble Þ Patron, can hinder him when the Seaſon 


comes that will diſengage my Lord *** from 


the weightier Matters of State, and leave 
Him at liberty to be entertain'd with a ſort 
of idle Thoughts, upon his Return to 


from giving him a Viſit, ſuitable to th: 


Wit of the Man who makes, and the Good: 
neſs of him who receives it. Allowing 


then that my Lord *** and his Friend arc 


not one and the fame Man, as it might ve 


ry well be, ſince it is the Faſhion for Men 
to write Letters to themſelves : Let u 
for once ſuppoſe, that my Lord **' Friend 
enters into his Lordſhip's Preſence, with: 


out ſhewing any of thoſe Civilities which 
Cuſtom requires; is rude to the Servants 
ſent to conduct him thither; and inſtead 


of making any Acknowledgment to his Pa- 
tron, for thoſe Bounties, that Favour and 
Protection, which are daily conferr'd on 
him in the moſt obliging and generous 
manner, ſalutes his Lordſhip with Cs 
3 | pit 
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ſpits in his Face, pulls him by the Noſe, 
and turns him out of Doors, if the Ser- 
vants are ſo tame as to ſuffer it, and my 
Lord not able to ſecure himſelf. A Man 
unacquainted with the good Manners of the 
Age, and the Liberties at, preſent taken, 
wou'd be apt to call this Rudeneſs, and the 
height of Inſolence; but we, who know 
better things, might wonder more if his 
Lordſhip ſhou'd reſent it. For nothing can P. 36. 
perſuade us of Sullenneſs or Sourneſs in ſo 


| good a Man. One wor'd think it were eafie P. 60. 


to underſtand, that Provocation and Offence, 
Anger, Revenge, Fealonſie in point of Honour 

or Power, love of Fame, Glory, and the like 
Defects of Paſſion, Meanneſſes and Imper- P. 63. 
fections, which we acknowledge ſuch in our 
ſelves, which as good Men we endeavour all 

we can to be ſuperior to, and which we find 

we every day conquer, as we grow bet- 

ter, can have no place in bim, who is ar- 
riv'd at the height of Goodneſs, that Temper *: 57. 
which we call Divine; for ſurely he muſt 
know it well! We cannot have ſo injurious p. 36. 
a Thought of him, as to be afraid of bringing 
Good Humour into his Company: Whilſt we p. 86. 
have this Thought, tis certain we can never 
converſe with him, either to our Satisfathi- 

on, or to his Honour. If wwe are afraid to p. 5 


treat him freely, we then actually preſume 


him bad, and whilſt we diſcover this miſtruſt 
of his Temper, and fear his Anger and Re- 
ſentment in the Caſe of this Freedom, we 
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a! Hotmy in his Superior, and reflects on 


* 
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flatly contradict that pretended Character of 


Goodneſs and Greatneſs, which was aſcrib d 
to him. Nothing but Ill Humour, eicher Na- 
rural or Forc d, can bring us to ſuch Thoughts 
of him: We cou'd never entertain them, 
but becauſe we conceive the Subject ſo like 
our ſelves, and can hardly have a Notion of 
Greatneſs without Sratelneſt and Moroſe- 
neſs ; notwithſtanding thoſe Original Idea. 
of Goodneſs, which Deputy Nature bas im- 


planted in us! However, that Temper of 


. Reſentment, and thoſe Meaſures of Offence, 


which we vulgarly ſuppoſe way ariſe in good 
Men, even in my Lord ***, when great 
Indignities are offer'd, are the juſt Reverſe 
of that Character, which we own to be moſt 
divinely Good, when we ſee it, as we ſome- 
tines do; for, you muſt know, it is not 
common in Men of higheſt Power among us : 
If they paſs for truly Good, (mark the Ca- 
dence, as well as the Senſe) we dare treat 
them freely, Lampoon them at pleaſure, 
and are ſure they will not be diſpleas d with 
this Liberty. They are dotibly Gainers by 
his Goodneſs of theirs: For beſides the op- 
portunity it gives us of ſhewing our Wit, 
which cannot be too dearly purchas'd, the 
more they are ſearch'd into, aud familiarly 
examind, the more their Worth appears, 
aud the Diſcoverer charm'd with his Succeſs, 
ot one ſort or other, eſteems and loves more 
iban ever, when he bas proud this additio- 


ta; 
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that Candor and Generofity he has experienc d. 
For it. muft be ſuppos d that the Man in 
Power, had formerly given the Man of 
Wit, a Purſe, or a Place, or had already 
excusd him from the pillory and a Fine; 
otherwiſe I know not to what. this New 
Bounty: is Additional. His Lordſhip, doubt- 
leſs knows, and knows more perhaps of this 
Myſtery cban any one Myſteries of State 
having a Meaning, .and being Venerable 
things, . whatever becomes of Myſteries in 
Religion, How elſe ſhou'd he have been ſo 
hd in Power, and out of Power (inc 
ile Lacryme ) 2 adher'd to, and ſtill more 
belov'de? Is not this a Myſtery ? 
ENOUGH has been ſaid to ſhew how my 
Lord ****s Enthiſiaſtic Friend, ought to 
reat his Lordſhip, it he will be conform- 
able to his own Principles, and Practiſe the 
oo Manner: he teaches. By all as I can 
fee his Friendſhip for that Great Man obli- 
ges him to do it, were it for nothing elſe P. &. 
put that his Lordſhip might learn and pra- 
iſe Goodneſs, and by this evident Proof, 
onvince the World, that he really deſerves 
hat Love and Praiſe, which thoſe who have p ,, 
ertled with themſelves a Notion of what is 
orally excellent, ſo laviſbly beſtow upon 
im. Till this is brought about there will be p. 55. 
ittle Glory in the Caſe ,, and his Lordſhip, 
b we ſhou'd ſuppoſe him ever ſo vain, 
vou'd have little reaſon to be contented. I 


ant indeed lay How his Lordſhip Wou'd 
recelve 
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P. 63. 
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fend him to Moor-Fields, to a Dark Room 
my Lord Taſte, not having the Ho- 


my Lord, in good truth, woud be ridicu 
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receive ſuch Freedom, whether he wou'd 
ſmile upon his Friend, take him by the 
Hand and lead him to an Apartment ; or 


and a Doctor; for I am wholly ignorant of 


nour to be one of his Familiars. Only, l 
can affirm from good Authority, that if it 
happen d our Letter-Writer ſbou d be ſo igno- 
rantly bred, and of ſo remote a Province, at 
to have been out of the way of gaining ſome 
conſiſtent Notion of Manners, and in the Caſe 
of his over-forward Zeal already mention, 
prefume to treat his Patron with indecent 
Freedom and Diſreſpect, as ſome may think; 


== 2 SNS .. e. 


ous to take offence at this, and wou d paſi 
for extravagantly moroſe and ill. humour d, i 


inſtead of treating the Matter in Raillery, h : 
ſbou d think in earneſt of Revenging himſe! 4 
on the offending Party, who out of his Rui B. 
Jonorance and ill Fudgment, had not treatet 
him with the Reſpe@ that is due to his Perf ** 
ſon and Quality col 
Bur can it be ſuppos d that my Lord doe M- 
not underſtand Raillery ? that fine and tri Hy 
Wit that takes with the Men of Senſe an En: 
Breeding ! that he is ſo Grave, ſo Form ans 
fuch a Coward in Reaſoning, as to be afra} mu 
zo ſtand the Teſt of Ridicule? Can we Vl ma; 


lieve he does not vouchſafe to deſcend a l his 
tle into himſelf, and beſtom ſome po Hat 


Thoughts upon plain Senſe, and honeſt Wil way 


] bee 


that Sublime of Reaſon 
Eloquence which he diſcovers in Public ? The 
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before he aſcends into the higher Regions of p. 12. 
. oy 7 


Letter indeed inſinuates, that he is nor e- 
qually Maſter of them, in Private, cannot 


command them at any time alone, or with in- 


different Company, or in any Eaſy or Cool 
Hour, which may give a Formal Reafoner 
an unlucky Handle to- argue, that his F- 
quence and Sublime of Reaſon are not Natu- 
ral: For what is Natural is Eaſy, and al- 
ways at Command; and if his Lordſhip's 


Senſe and Rhetoric are not ſo, I fear they 


will do him little Honour. But perhaps 
our Homer nodded when he drew this part 
of his Hero's Character: Or elſe it may be 
a fine Stroke, to let the Reader ſee, that he 


is not a Sycophant, @ mere Paraſite, or craf- P. 55+ 


ty Beggar, but dares treat my Lord ſo Free- 
Yo as to Publiſh his Blenuſhes as well as his 
Beauties. 
BE this as it may; *tis certain my Lord 
** Xx can't want Good Humour, whether we 
conſider him as a Good Proteſtant, or as a P. 41. 
Man of Senſe and no Enthuſiaſt. For Good p. 5. 
Humour 1s not only the beſt Security againſt 
Enthuſiaſm, but the beſt Foundation of Piety 
and true Religion. He may indeed have too 
much of the Spirit of Love, too much Hu- p. 40. 
nanity, and Self-Preſervation, to ſcandalize 
his Friends by Dying for Religion by the 
Hands of an Executioner, after the laviſh 
way of many of our Primitive Martyrs, even ac- 
- | cording 
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cording to our own Accounts. But doubtleſ $, 


Fight for it, if his Head is better than his 


be ſecur d without the Magiſtrates ſo much 
as ſeeming, to Interpoſc. For ſhou'd the Go- 


Men are really born to, and can hardly by any 
means avoid; thou'd the Magiſtrate meddle 
with this Paſſion any otherwiſe than by en. 
deavouring by chearful ways to divert and 


Countries For the beſt way 1n our Great 


ner of treating it, and to render it ſo gentle, 
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his Noble Courage won'd carry him on to 
venture All in a Field of Battle: Or if in 
his great Wiſdom, it ſeems fitter for Men 
of his Endowments to ſtay at home and 
Govern the Nation, than to go abroad and 


Heart, and his Heroiſm lies more in Words 
than in Action; his Piety, however, is not Wal 
che leſs, whilſt in private 7unto's he wit- 7e 
tily Debates how Religion may be mo- ſy j 
deld, ſo as not to ſpoil Good Humour; and Nack 


vernment attempt to ſettle 4 preciſe Ortho- 
doxy by Lam; or to meddle with that wor- 
drous Diſpoſir tion in Mankind towards Super: 
natural Objects; that Idea of GOD, and 
thoſe Natural Fears of being liable to His 
Juſtice when we break His Laws, which 


heal it, we thou'd, if the Letter is in tlie 
Right, have as bad Divinity in a free Na- 
tion, ſuch as ours, as they have in other 


Men's Op inion, is to remove the Terrors 
of Su the Melancholy and Formal man- 


that it may not diſturb us in any Jollity. 


This wou'd, doubtlets, recommend it to 
Men 
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Men of Wealth and Quality, who love 
their Eaſe and Pleaſures, and can't endure 
the Thought of being call'd to account for 
following their own: Humour. And he who 
prepares the way to ſuch noble Proſelytes, 
muſt needs be thought to have done a con- 
fiderable Service to Religion © © 
The Letter, that Maſter-piece of Breeding, 
allows his Lordſhip, tis true, the full Liberty of p. 13. 
reading no more than what he may have a fan- 
cy for, and with great Ingenuity and Truth, 


acknowledges what he has writ to be a ſort 


of Jule Thoughts, deſign d only for Amuſe- P. 5. 

ment. But can we imagine his Lordſhip ſo 

Rude as to take this Liberty? or that his 

xquiſite Judgment and Taſte will not diſ- 

cern the Enthuſraſtic Friend in every Period, 

ho he has not ſubſeriÞ'd his Name'? And 

if my Lord amuſes himſelf ſo far as to read 

he Letter, is it poſſible for him not to be 

in Love, paſſionately in Love, with that 

veight of Goodneſs ſo admirably deſcrib'd 2 F. 37. 

He will doubtleſs be glad of all Opportu- 

nities to Practiſe, that ſo he may effectually 

arn it, were it for nothing elſe but that he F. Se. 

ay have a tolerable Notion of Goodneſs, 

rhich a Man cannot underſland without be- 

ng tolerably Good! He will endeavour to 

pct rid of all thoſe Meanneſſes and Imper- p. 63. 

clone, thoſe Forms of Fuſtice, thoſe Degrees 

Puniſoment, and Meaſures of Offence, that P. 51. 

dratelineſi, that Point of Honour, Love of 

ry, and the like, which as. good Men we a, 
| endeavour 


of 37. 
P. 38. 


P. 37. 


4 


P. 83. 


never uſe too much Good Humour when we 


. my Lord's > Good Humour, to give Teſtimony 
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endeavour all we can to be. Superior to, and 
which we find we every day conquer as we 

ram better. And becauſe Religion, has, 
y the Ancients at leaſt, been thought a 
matter of Greateſt Conſequence, and high. 
1 g our moſt ſerious and frequent 
nſideration; and that Modern Wits, the 
Lerter-Writer ef pecially, aſſure us we can 


treat of Religion: Therefore my Lord muſi b. 
needs — to keep himſelf, not oni By 


in Ordinary Good Humour, but in the beſt of of 


Humours, and in the ſweeteſt kindeſt DiſpWMknd 
Htion of Life, that ſo he may be able to ex haf 
amine Religion with decent Freedom ani i zin 
Familiarity: And in this Honey Temper tha 
we will ſappole his Friend accoſts him! the 

Nothing will be now wanting to complet 


to the World of the Invincible Goodneſs 1 
the Man, and to Demonſtrate that there is u 
Impoſture either in his Character or Opinion, 
but that a Puppet. ſbem be acted next Bart le 
Fair, in bis Lordſhip's Honour. What a 
edifying Example will ſuch a Scene of Wit 
and Goodneſs prove! How will it magnih 

my Lord's Temper, that Temper which u 
call Divine, to ſee him like the mighty Pri 
ces, and even Emperors of the World, bei 
unconcernedly not onl — ree Cenſure of ti 
Actiont, but "the mo res A an 
Calunmies, even to his Face ! This will gin 


A more convincing Proof of his Love to i 
Publ 


Wants to uſe towards Him. 
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Public, and Study of Univerſal Good, than 

any of thoſe great things he has hitherto 
perform'd, in order to render bappy a conſi- 
derable part of Mankind under his Care. It 

is a new way, I confeſs, of magnifying a 
Great Man's Goodneſs : But my Lord has 

leſs reaſon to object againſt it, than he has 

to diſlike the Fancy of acting Pupper-Sbews p. 46. 
in our Saviour's Contempt, and ſuppreſſing P. 45. 
the Chriſtian Religion in its firſt Riſe, by a 

Bart lemy Fair Method. He himſelf is one 


47 


of the fineſt Wits without queſtion, no Man 
knows better the Worth and Beauty of a 


happy Thought, an Ingenious and Surpri- 
zing Invention. If it happens that the Wit, 
that there is, lies only in the Oddneſs of 
the Thought, which takes us not with its 
Beauty, but with its Monſtrouſneſs; tis 
to be hop'd that the e may excuſe the 
Rudeneſs in the one Caſe, a little better 
than the Outrageous Profaneſs and Blaſ- 
phemy in the other. For Religion ts to be 
treated with Good Manners, as the Letter p. 49. 
confeſſes, as well as his Lordſhip : And 
what is Sauce for a Goole, is Sauce for a 
Gander, | 4 
MN of Quality muſt Pardon, I was go- 
ing to ſay they are Oblig d to, us, that we 
treat them aftera Manner which they think 


Proper for the Maker and Saviour of the 


Vorld, and allow their Friends and Depen- 
It they expect 


0 be approach d with more Reſpect, they 
will 


3 L 


rious China Far, than on the Man who 


ſerve in the Cabinet of a good Miniſter, ſom 


. with their Maker! take His 


Be, or not, Speak, Write of, and Demez 
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will be pleas d, I hope, to publiſh the Ce. ty 
remonial. Otherwiſe an honeſt Man, who der: 

means no Hurt or Diſreſpect to any Body, tis 

r. o. may thro want of ſettling with himſelf the nor, 
Notion of what is now- a- days reckon d Mo. and 

r. 34. rally Excellent, fall into ſome Doubrs and ing 
Scruples, thro* an Apprehenſion that there all t 

is ſome ſort of Difference between GOD qual 

and Men, even my Lord *** and the grea· ¶ to t. 

teſt of his Friends. Perhaps this may bil the 
thought only an Effect of Devour MelanchoW Mirt 

ly; and therefore, as Demonſtrations go is th 

and following the Example and admirabł B. 

P. 33. Reaſonings of the Letter, I ſhall endeavouſ for u 
zo Demonſtrate, that GOD and Men ar thin 
pretty much upon a Level; for the eaſe oil Cred; 
thoſe good People, whoſe Humour might any 1 
otherwiſe run the Danger of being ſpoil'd. is ref 


To begin then with our Demonſtration; we d. 
Who does not ſet a higher Value on a cuſſof th 


made it? Eſpecially if it has had the goot 
Fortune to entomb the Heart of a Wit, to 


Prince or Father of a Country, and to be va 
lued by them? Whence it is evident tha 
the Potſherds of the Earth _ contend 

rovident 
roundly to tack, Queſtion whether He real) 


themſelves towards Him as they think fit 
without any Breach of Decorum, or war 
of Manners! And if they are Men of mig} 

| k 
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ty Merit, ſuch as have rendred happy a conſi- P. 8% 
derable part of Mankind under their Care, 

*tis like they may be thought to do him Ho- 
nor, by thinking and _— with Freedom P. 36. 
and Pleaſantneſs on ſuch a Subject, and bring- 
ing their Good Humour into Religion, For 
Ki the World knows that to treat our E- 
quals or Inferiors Freely and Familiatly, is 
to treat thetn kindly; and that to enliven 
the Converſation with a little harmleſs 
Mirth, and to break-a Civil Jeſt upon them, 
is the beſt Breeding! + 8 

Bur if this be the Right Meaſure, alas! 
for us poor Britains, as free a Nation as we 
think our ſelves! So long as the Court has 

Credit, the Nobility Power, the Church, ot 
any thing elſe, has Awfulneſs, our Liberty 
is reſtrain'd, Wit in danger of being loſt, and 
we deny'd the Privilege of making a full uſe 

vl of them. Gravity which of the very Ef- P. 15. 

nol ſence of Impoſture ſtill reigns too much a- 
mong us; we are not — at Liberty to car= 
ry the Rule, the Infallible Rule of Ridicule p. 18: 
conſtantly with us, and to apply it freely to 
every thing, to ſee whether it will bear or no, 
and to find which ate truly ſerious and which 
Ridiculous, We have indeed full Liberty, 
and we take it, to ſay what we pleaſe of 
GOD, and to queſtion whether there be 

any Knowledge in the Moſt High; nor do 
we proſper the leſs in the World on the 
Score of this Freedom, But we ſhall never 
de a perfectly free m__— till the Guards 

| 8 
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are remov'd, the Court Gates thrown open, MW... : 
and every body at Liberty to be as merry az 
they pleaſe with their Sovereign, provided 
r. Go. they fhew their Manners! The Notion of 
this Good Manners, is not yet well-ſettled, 
Jconfeſs, for Doctors differ about it. But, 2 
by what they have already taught us, Ri. 
dicule appears to be the main Branch of it, 
P. 17, 19. or rather All in All, for it is the Tei, thei . 
: Rule, of every thing! So that to bowe in the 
Preſence, to Kneel and Kiſs the Royal Hand W.. 
muſt needs be wrong, very wrong, and all 
Soleciſm in Wit and Manners, For it ſhew 
| us to be ſo Ignorant and III-bred, as not to 
r. 36, 37. b 23th our ſelves the right Notzon 
of Majeſty and Greatneſs, which 1s, to be 
ſure, all over Goodneſs and nothing elſe; 
but to conceive the Subject ſo like our ſelves, 
as hardly to have a Notion of it without State- 
lineſs:and Moroſeneſs accompanying it. Where. 
as this is juſt the Reverſe of that Character, 
p. 60, which weown to be moſt divinely Gand; Pro- 
docation and Offence, and Jealouſy in point of iſ 
Honor, being the very Picture of 'Tyranny7; 
and 11-humor ! Es 
CAN any one doubt, after what the Ha: 
Letter has ſaid of GOD Almighty, that a thing 
good Prince may not be told of his Faults? threat. 
That we may not take his Conduct roundh to yc 
90 taſk, and get a Place, or an Eſtate by it? chat } 
F. 30. For a Magiſtrate tho ever ſo Vertuous' and fit for 
Wiſe may be as ſoon miſtaken as another Man; ¶ Frien- 
tho' the Magiſtrate was bred to his — you v 
: an 


oY 
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and minds it; and the other Man's lies quite 
another way! And where Fealouſy of State P. 15. 

eſtrains this Freedom, Malice and Arbitrary 
Power do certainly prevail: It being Malice P. 51. 
only, and not Goodneſs that can make us af- 


5 fraid; if the Letter-writer is not miſtaken. 
Ay farther, the Men of higbeſt Power p. 3). 
1 among us, therefore much more Princes, who 


are often rob'd of their Power, even whilſt 
they keep their Titles, Power which, if 
my thing, will require and command Re- 
ſpect; yet even theſe Men of Power, if they 
ASS for truly Good, we dare treat them 
freely, and are ſure they will not be diſpleasd 
vith this Liberty, Mark the Accuracy, as 
yell as the Manners of this Period: If they 
PASS, Cc. for to be truly Good, and to 
PASS for ſuch, are two very different. 
Things. A Man, efpecially of Place and 
Power, who is truly Good, and has no blot 
o be hit, is ſuch atroubleſome, unmanagable 
piece of Perfection. that one knows not what 
to do with him. He cannot Veer with the 
Times, nor ſuit his Principles to the Occa- 
ſion. So long as you do what is Juſt and 
e air he will adhere to you tho” he gets no- 
"Fthing by it, and is not to be bought off, nor 
threatned, to the contrary ſide. Be but true 
4 your ſelf, conſtant to thoſe Principles, 
that Honor and Integrity, which made you 
ft for his F riendſhip, and if he is once your 
Friend, you may be fare of him. But tho 
vou were a Brother or a Father he wou'd 
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ſhouꝰ d ſeek him out, but can never ſtoop to 


purchaſe. He wou d do what becomes him, 


And he looks upon the Ignorance and Stu- 
pidity, the Malice and Envy of Mankind, 


Popularity, by the ſame humble ways that 
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abandon you when he finds you reſolveno i lee 
forſake the Juſt and Honorable Path. Con- * 
ſcious of real Worth, he looks that Favour; tue 


make court after them. He has kept his 
Tongue from all ſorts of evil ſpeaking; and 
his Hands from all kinds of Bribes: Nei- 
ther thirſts after Blood, nor Power; nor i; 
greedy of Riches, or the Pleaſures they 


what 1s Fit and Reaſonable, Juſt and Good, 
tho' no body ſhou'd take notice of it, or 
tho he ſhou'd be condemn'd for doing it: 


as a greater Injury to themſelves than to 
him. Whereas the Man who is ſo Wiſe a 
only to PASS for truly Good, has nothing 
of this haughty Stiffneſs; he is quite ano- 
ther Creature, ſo docikle, ſo complying in 
his Turn, that you may treat him as freeh 
as you pleaſe, ſo long as he has occaſion for 
you. He muſt keep up his Character and 


gain d them, which another Man might think 
beneath him. Shou'd his Confidents pre- 
ſume to take ſome Liberties, tho' he under: 
ſtands himſelf too well not to Reſent and 
Puniſh it in a proper Seaſon; yet for the 
preſent he may it's like think it better to 
paſs them over, than to provoke his Friends} 
to unſeaſonable Diſcoveries. It being unfit 


that the World ſhou'd be let into the —_ 
leqdge 
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[edge of that Diſcoverer, who is charmd b. 3. 
with bis Succeſs in finding his Patron's Ver- 
tue no better than his own; for this is the 
moſt univerſal Charm againſt Envy and I11- 
will, and the Oppoſition they occaſion. 

Ovr Betters, as they reckon themſelves, 
on account of ſome little Advantages owing 
to Chance much oftner than to Merit, wou'd 
indeed fain perſuade us, that Order, and the 
State of the World, make ſeveral Dutiesand 
Diſtinctions in their Favour, neceſſary. The P. $0. 
Melancholy way in which we haue been taught 
Good Manners and our Diſtance, by their 
Scandalum Magnatums, and Solemnity ſet on 
Foot by the cunning Formaliſts of the Age to P. abc. 
ſupport their Impoſtures, makes us unapt to 
approach them in Good Humor; or to ſpeak 
of them with all that Freedom and Pleaſant- P. 36. 
neſs which the Subject will bear. And it is, 
in truth, the il Lives of the Great People, b. 15. 
that gives them Sullenneſs and Sourneſs ;, fills 
them wich Wrath and Fury, Revenge and P. so. 
Terror. Their Conſciouſneſs of Impoſture, 
in their profeſſed Zeal for the Public, makes 
them abhor and dread nothing like good Hu-P. 49. 
nor; and expect not only to be exempted p. 1s. 
rom Criticiſm , but even flatter'd with the 
bigheſt Art. So that if we ſeek their Favor, 
we muſt uſe all Arguments, right or Terong, P. $2, 5% 
to patch up Objections againſt their Manage- 
ment of Affairs. Muſt make a Merit of ſay- 
ng all the Good we can of them, at the very 

reich of our Reaſon, * ſometimes _ 
5 | 3 e 
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Liberty and Mankind: that Laws, even after ter 

Z our ouen Hearts deſire, as they muſt needs be ¶ dic 
1  qince they are of our.own making; ſhou'dya I ow 
be the ruin of many an honeſt Man, who has put 
[ the Misfortune to meet with a, Litigious i im 
| and Cunning, a Rich or Powerful Adverſs not 
| ry; That mere Forms, Quirks and Subtilties, pro 
ſhou'd prevail over Reaſon and . Equity thi; 
| - ſo that the, Remedy is often is t 
worſe than the Bi ſcale and even in bo beſ] 
| + oo 


21 beyond it. Pat the Lye apon our Underſtan 1 

ings, 'as b as in us lies, reſolving to bear h 

nothing that may be ſaid el them: Which N 

F. s. js ſuch a Reſtraint. upon the impartial and th 

Foe Cenfure of Manners, as does in effeft de. ar 

frop. the Benefit of it in the whole! All which 0 

1s evidently —_— in the Letter, as you will W nc 

find by the Citations in the Margent. nc 

AN to this rare piece do we alſo owe L. 

the Solution of many other Difficulties ; as M to 

well as Dire&ions, if our Governaun are fe! 

Jo wiſe as to follow them, how the Magi. co 
| P. 2% frate may be an Artiſt, and inſleadof Sword Ml de 
= and Faſces, Cauflics, Inciſe tons and Amputati- WM ha 
| ons, may have nothing to do but to uſe the his 
22 Balins, to ſouth and ſatisfy the Peoples 
| Paſfion, and by chearful Ways, by a Pr m3 
1 3 leading them to a Swrthfield Booth, no doubt, ſhe 
F. A5. be able to divert and heal it! wh 
I bave often wonder d why our Laws, good il car 
WM and excellent, as they are, as being made by MW ing 
I 4 Men of Senſe, Menof the hi gheſt Power and F2; 

P. 12. greateſt Wit, and who are the 50 Aftors for W Gr. 


 Av/Exqviey. ATEX Wir. 
hf Reſort, it is not to ſo much purpoſe to 
have the beſt Cauſe, as to ha ve ths greateſt 
Number of Friends. Whence it happens, 
that under the moſt excellent Conftitution 
and gentle Government in the World, the 
Oppreſſion we ſuffer, not from our Gover- 
nours, but from our Fellow-Subjeas,' is e- 
nough to make a wiſe Man mad. The 
Laus of the Law being ſo much abuſed, as 
to render the Reaſon and Deſign of it inef- 
fectual: And a Man had better fit down 
contented under no ſmall Injuries, than en- 
deavour to redreſs them, which commonly 
has no other effect than the multiplying of 
his Wrongs, and at laſt undoing him. 

Bur the Letter to my Lord ** * has 
made my Wonder ' ceaſe; for it plainly 
ſhews us the Original of all this Miſchief, 
which can be e elſe but Gravity; nor 
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can there be a better Remedy than by apply P. 19, 
ing the Rule of Ridicule ! O ſay the Cunning p. 20. 
Formaliſts of the Age, the Subjects are too p. 15. 


Grave Not at all, ſay I; for if our E- 
ternal Inheritance muſt paſs the Toft of Ri- 
dicule, why not our Temporal? We value 
our Eſtates and Perſons, our Lives and Re- 
putations, and we do well in it ; but our 
immortal Souls, if we have any, and it has 
not yet been prov'd, or ſo much as render'd 
probable that. we have none, are, I ſhou'd 
think, much more valuable. Beſides, Wit 
is the Language of the Bar, he who has the 
beſt knack at Punning, who can equivocate 

94 with 


36 


P. 21, 


P. 39. 


P: 33: have been made to leap tbe Bounds of Natit 


with the niceſt Art, ſtands faireſt for Sue- 
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ceſs; Men of large Conſciences, or of none, 
who are hardned againſt an Oath, wou d, 


it's like, be unable to bear the Puſh of 2 
home Jeſt, Nor does Learning make half 


ſo many Diſcoveries, as Quickneſs and Wit, 
ſo that the only wonder remaining is, why 
none of the great Oracles of the Law, who 
liv'd before our Lerter-writer, ſhould hint at 
fo : 

IT was beretefors the Wiſdom of ſome 
wiſe Nations, as the Letter informs us, ts 
let People be Fools as much as they pleas d, 


and never to puniſh ſeriouſly what deſerv'd 
only to be laught at, and was beft cur d ly 


that innocent Remedy. And by this chearful 
and good humor'd Method, all thoſe Dif 
mal Tragedies which are in reality ated in 


the World, and which according to my Ap- 

 prebenfion, render Lite ſo Tragical; not on- 

i in Campagnes and Seiges, but even in 
0 


urts of Judicature (as they are call'd) 
and in twenty other Places, not excepting a 
ſick Man's Chamber, were wiſely prevented. 
There was then none of thoſe Diſturbances 
and Fears, Loſſes and Pains to ſour our 


Good Humor, which the Impoſture of Phy- 


ſicians, the Cunning of Lawyers, the dila- 


torineſs of Courts, and the Brutality of Sol- 


diers do now give us. 
BUT a new fort of Policy being introduc'd, 
and the freedom of Raillery taken away, we 


ral 
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Formal Manner the way of plaguing one ano- 
ther no Rationally. Suing, vexing, tormen- 
ting, ſtarving and deſtroying each other, by 
Bills and Swords; by Pills and Bullets, is 
now the Heroic Paſſion of exalted Spirits, and F. 29+ 
he Maintenance of theſes become in a man- 
wer the chief care of the Magiſtrate, and the 
very Buſineſs of Government it ſelf ! 
A poor Man, tho ever fo deſerving, and 
in the greateſt want of Money to keep up his 
Good Humor, can't take a Purſe, tho' in 
he beſt of Humors, and in the ſweeteſt, P. 51. 
indeſt Diſpoſition of his Life, but he muſt 
de cruelly truſs d up for it; and undergo 
uch Forms of 21. ſuch Degrees of Pu- 
ſoment,, and that Temper of Reſentment and 
Indignation, which the Malice of my Lord 
hief Juſtice and his Collegues ſhall be 
leas d to Inflict! By which Inhuman Me- 
1 bod, more reſembling the Weak, Womaniſh, P. 59. 
) impotent part of our Nature, than the 
a Penerous, Manly and Divine, many a Good 
J. Fellow, who wou'd have ſpent his Life in 
he beſt Humor in the World, is debar'd of 


r We Means of doing it. And rendred uneaſy 

his Days, by the Dread and Suſpicion, of 

e Judge's Malice, Malice to be ſure, for 

-i MALICE only and not GOOD. P. sn. 
ESS, that can make us afraid! Had 

d, feſe Judges but the common Sentiments of 

re Fumanity, they wou'd be perſuaded to be- 

of ve, that nothing can ſo well become them 

J a | ; 


as 


to, and which we find we every Day.conque 


P.6 0. 


” 20. | 


as the bighe# Goodneſi. That 


our ſelves any Notion of what is morally Ex 
cellent, we miſcal Order, Juſtice and Right 


ee 
4 N 9 * : 
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winch hy y e NING 
without any of thole Defedts of Paſſton, tba 
Meanaſſes and Imperfection, which as — 


Men we endeavour all we can to be ſuperin 


as we grow better. That is, to ſpeak ou 
plainly, without any of that Offence, Ange, 
and the lite, which for want of ſettling wil 


ane Under the Beggarly Refuge of theſe go 
Words, take upon us to deny our Fellow 
Creatures the Innocent Liberty of makin 


as free with our Eſtates, Reputations, FM to - 
milies and Perſons, as their Neceſſities, «fi of C 
that laudible Deſire of keeping up their Gal £14 
Humor, does according to 4 appearance i Rid, 
. Things, render Neceſſary,  . lg 
THIS is ſo true a thing in it ſelf, andi refu 
well known for Truth by the Cunning Forma then 
liſts of the Age, that they can better bear t Thin 
haue their Impoſtures, that Inhumanity whid both 
they gild with the ſpecious Name of L er 
and Juftice, raild at by the poor Crimina} W 
at the Bar or Gibbet, with all the Bitterni Notic 
and Vebemence Imaginable, than to have thy and 
touch A ever ſo gently by a Witty Man, Ire n 
' the May of Raillery. Tho' their Seſſiom F CV 
their Circuits, their Robes, Gc. give the ent 
trouble enough, yet will they not be pap Poor 
ſuaded to change them for the more 4 5 
orl 


 greeable. as well as Infallible Rule, rope 


in the: 1 even cks - Ridic | They know p. 20. 
very well, that as Modes. an Fan fo 
Opinions, tho ever ſo Ridiculous, are kept 
by Solemnity. | Hence it is that they are fo P. 77. 
afraid to ſtand the T, r of Ridicule; 
with a rh Air, O! ſay they, be For 
is to grave. — And take it for granted, 
upon no better ground, than that — An- 
ceſtors, time out of mind, have been of this 
Opinion, and that a few formal Arguments, 
which one pert Jeſt wou'd blow to nothi 
prove it to be the Senſe of Mankind; And 
| baving thus given up their e Right b. 15, 
of Judgment, and reſolb'd never to nor 
to apply the Ridicule :, under a Prefumption 
| of Gravity, they allow themſelves to he moſt 
Ridiculous, and to admire profoundly the moſt 
Ridiculous Things. in the World, at leaſt for 
ought they know. For b their obſtinate | 
refuſing 4 2 the Rul; conſtantly with P. 18. 
them, and to apply it freely, not only to the 
Things about them, but to themſelves; they 
both Joſe the Meaſure in themſelves, and 
in every thing beſides. _ 

WERE it not for this, thar thoſe Formal P. 20. 
Notions, which grew up in an Ill Mood, 
and have been conceivd in Sober Sadneſs, 
are not allow'd a fair Tryal in a fober kind p. 21. 
of Cheerfulneſs, and by à more eaſie and plea- 
ſant way of Thought, who wou'd whip a 
— q ellow at a Poſt, or 1 him up, 


.- 
. | 59 f 


60 


P. 28. 


from all theſe Contrarieties, they woud 


E. 35. 


P. 30. 


play, Mankind wou'd ffouriſb. 


what they Will. 
It is indeed as hard à matter for à Gr 


| &ffirate to meddle, or to ſuppoſe he can keep 


Ax ENQUIRY AFTER Wir. | 
follow his Inclinations? Much leſs put 4 


good Humor d Man in the Pillory, for no 
ſort of Crime, but a little harmleſs Wit, 
and becauſe his Superiours do not under. 
ſtand Raillery,! If we cou'd but be truſted 
and allow'd to have Honeſly and Wit enough 
for our own turn; if Magiſtracy wou d not 
impertinently interpoſe, tis likely we ſhould 


baue as much Ability in our Temporal, as in 


our Spiritual AM airs, and there wou'd be 
no ſuch thing as Judges upon the Bench, 
nor Criminals at the Bar. Were Matter: 
Ballanc d, were no other Force us'd but that 
of Wit and Raillery, Reaſon wou'd have fair 
Wonderful 
wou'd be the Harmony and Temper ariſing 


make up that right Humor, which the Let- 
ter contends for, as going more than half 
way towards Thinking rightly of every thing 
And Men bein mill treated, and let 4. 
lone, they wou'd never Rage to that degree, 
as to occaſion Blood-ſhed, Wars, Perſecutzons, 
and Devaſtations in the World; which pro- 
ceed from nothing elſe but their being put 
out of Humor, by not being permitted to do 


vernment to keep us Sober and Honeſt, as to 


ſettle Wit. We may have the Wit, it's like, 


to keep our ſelves ſo, when no Prejudice lies 
in the way. But it is in vain for the Mu 


15 


nearl 
cord1! 
and ii 
of Hy 
his o 
purſu 
vou 
if I tl 
findin 
ly find 


being 
nalties 


humor | 


* = © TY." rg 3 ” Ho ; 
N po :, 4 9 Fa : * 
" * We * 


8 * 4 5 ; : 2, * F 2 : " IP * 7 * ä 
f 4 : *» : 


by his Officers. He has no Cognizance of 
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1 os in order, when it comes a-cro/5 to our þ 
0 Intereſt or Pleaſure. He can't be in all 
Places at all Times, neither Perſonally nor j 
. 9 
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our Crimes many times, and ſometimes 
v wants Power to puniſh them. A cunning 1 
WY Evil-doer, eſpecially if Popular and High ik 
d in Power, is too frequently an Over-match . 
for the Magiſtrate, and whilſt he moſt no- l 
x WW toriouſly violates the Deſign of the Law, | 
5 eſcapes the Reach of it by Sculking with- 

n the Letter. The Senſe of a Divine Pre- 

i ſence, and a future Reckoning might do 

much towards the preſerving of Sobrie- 

d and Honeſty in the World. But in theſe b. zl. 

© latter Days of Vit, the Men of Good Hu- 

mor have usd all their Art to make that 

. Senſe decline, and to bring it in leſs requeſ? 

I than formerly. Whether Magiſtracy will P. zo. 

> WM vouchſafe to interpoſe in a matter that ſo 

R nearly concerns it, is out of my ken. Ac- 


cording to the Fancy of our Letter-writer, P. 32. 
and if he has not made a wrong Calculation 
of Human Nature, by attending too much to 
his own Temper, the way to make People 
purſue a thing, is to forbid it under grie- 
vous Penalties: I hope he will pardon me, 
if I think a little better of our Race, as not 
0 finding my ſelf quite fo perverſe ; eſpecial- 
ly fince the Court of Auguſtus can't avoid 
being thought much in the wrong, if Pe- 
nalties were a greater Inducement to the 
bumor of Verſification than Rewards. Truth 
indeed, 


62 
P. 7. — which is the moſt Poworful thing in = 


dinary and artful hints; that Magiſtrac i 
ſelf is a Grievance and Reſtraint Yin the 


P. 2 To 


 louſneſs of ſome of the Sons of Adam's Lord- 


Advantages, of which they are only Ste 
wards, and not Proprietors; things woud 
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the World, will make its way, not Becauſe I ttt + 
of Pehatrics, but Notwithſtanding = it th 


But what if the Magiſtrate, as well as C. him 


cher Men, has a Mind to ihew his Wit) E 
Why then let me preſume to tell him, that Fam 
he can't have a better o pportunity, or be their 
put to a greater Tryal of his Skill, than by ttt 
Governing a People who have not the Fear negle 
of G0 before their Eyes. olg 

Tux Letter, as muſt be own d has ſall Nene 
enouphy to convince a Libertine, who does (nd! 


not 'want Wit'to improve by ſuch Extraor- ih 
who 


hem 
ges te 


j of a free People. Nor is it to be 
eny'd, that if the Mind were at liberty to 
— what can be ſaid aguinſt the Ridiou. 


ing it over the reſt of their Brethren, and 
engroſſing to themſelves the ſole Uſe of thoſe 


be reduc'd to a greater Equality, and there 
wou'd not be o many, and ſo juſt Com- 
plaints, as are at preſent in the World 
Can any thing be more ridiculous, than 
that the Fool ſhou'd have Money enough 


to throw away upon every Extravagancy,W + 

whilſt the Ingenious is crampt for want of 'tles 

it in his generous Undertakings for the lle bi 

Good of Mankind! That the Liberal, 

minded Perſon ſnou'd have nothing be · an be 
| ow, 


i - K 


7 ö R R 
; 9 1 
* + 
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fo! and that there ſhou'd be no end of 

e Mifer's Acquiſitions! How unnatural is 

I that an idle, uſeleſs Wretch ſhou'd gorge 

' Whimſelf to Uneaſineſs and Sickneſs, at an 

nce which wou'd keep many Indigent 

Families from ſtarving, who are uſeful in 

their Generation! What more abſurd, than 

that a wiſe and worthy Perſon — 1 
negleted and defpis'd, not only 

Rh but by thoſ who wou'd by gelen 

better Judges, merely for want of Out- ſide, 

and ſuch things as add no real Virtue to 

any Man; but do very much leſſen his, 

ho poſſeſſes, and does not rightly uſe 

hem R Whilſt every Body courts and crin- 

ges to a' fortunate Profligate, or to a fenſe- 

* Fop, who make a oiſe and Figure in 

he World upon the Credit and Acquiſſtions 

that the Virtues, or perhaps the Chin) of 

their Anceſtors have left them! But alas! 

notwithſtanding all the fine Compliments 

e Letter makes ou, Ape, for ſtanding ſo?.1 14- 

yell affected to that Univerſal Remedy, the 

idicule 5, it muſt be confeſs'd, that the 

ollies and Extravagancies, the Tidicalons 

mpoſtures we juſt now obſerv'd, are ſo 

ar privileg d, as to be not only exempted. 15; 

rm Criticiſm, but even flatter d with- the 

biobeſt Art. For Men do ſtill keep their 

[itles and Properties, which are nothing 

iſe but Peculiar Cuſtoms and National Opi- 

ons, and whilſt theſe are ſet apart, there 

be no W and free Cenſure of 


2 Mamners, 


P. 15. 


which reſtrain a brave Man from carving 


| ſerves! 


P. 49. 
P. 51. 


tbat others ſbou d partake with him, but i 


P. 66. 


P. 67. 


an endeavour to put him not only in ording- 


" * Yu m 
Ax Exquizy artes WIr. 
Mamers, We have the Letter-writer's word 
for it. So that in truth our Liberty does 


not run far enough; there are ſuch thing 
as Law and Honor, as well as Conſcience, 


out to himſelf the Fortune that he de- 

For had we all the Liberty that by the 
Principles and Witty Arguings of the Let- 
ter we may pretend to, the Examining of 1 
Rich Man with Freedom and Familiarity; 


ry good Humour, but in the beſt of Humour, 
in the ſweeteſt kindeſt Diſpoſition of his Life; 
in that Temper which ſurely the Beigh 
of Goodneſs, and which the Letter calls 55 
vine; Which conſiſts not barely in wiſbi 


actually ſupplying the Neceſſities of a pan 
of Mankind, ſuch a generous attempt wit, 2 
make him learn Goodneſs, when perhaps h: | 
was but little diſpos d tot, cou'd never bu. 
thought worthy of ſo Tragical an Exit, a: 
many a Gallant Fellow is forc'd to make it 
Tyburn. Thoſe Delu/ions, which take with 
Judge and Jury, merely becauſe they cont 
arm d into Court with the ſpecious Preten 
of Moral Certainty, and Matter of Fact, ougitWry 9 
no longer to be heeded, now the Lerter hu Por he 
diſcover'd ſuch Impoſtures, and laid down 
better Rule! For unleſs my Lord ** 

thuſiaſtic Friend is much miſtaken, a Ma 
upon the Road may dare to treat his Betten 


= Frech 
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freely, even tho they ſhowd be Men of bigh- 
ft Power among us, and be ſure they-will not 
be diſpleas d "with this liberty; provided he 
does but treat them with good Manners, , 


3 fuch as our Writer has ſhewn to Religion. 
And all the Reaſon in the World, at leaſt 


ſo much as the Letter affords, that they 


they will be doubly Gainers by this Goodneſs p. 64. 
of theirs, if not in Money, yet in ſome- 
what better, even in the Love and Praiſe of b. 6. 


him, who does not in this Caſe give them 
i ienot ant Commendation, and forc d Applauſe; 
r 99 has acquir d à competent Appreben- 
i mM, as having by his own Senſes found 'out 
met hing that 'was really good. For the more p. 37. 
bey are ſearch'd into, and familiarlyj ra-. 


mind, the more their Worth, that is, their 
ealth, which is now-a- days the only Me- 
tit, appears, and the Diſcoverer, charmd 
ith His ſucceſs, eſteems and loves more" than 
ber | ; = ny OE 18 R 
HAVING thus apply'd the Rule of Ridi- Pp. 18, to. 
Ae to Civil Matters, and ſeen how admi- 
bly well it bears; paſs we on to thoſe of 
he Camp, which probably our Letter-writer 
ay allow to be, without peradventure, P. 17. 
ery grave and weighty in their own Nature. 
or he who ſhoots his Arrows againſt Hea- 
en, does it no hurt, they only return up- 
n his own Head. But Generals, however 
'owerful, Wiſe, and Fortunate, not being 
Umighty, muſt keep 1 Reputation 
5 5 as 


1 
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66. 


P. 61. 


P. 15. 


doubt not, catch a Tartar, as he well de- 


| Reaſoning very Sovereign and very Powerful 
in ſome important Caſes, wry wou'd al. 


AN ENQuiry AFTER' Wir. 
as well as their Troops. Tis a tender String 
not to be touch'd tho ever ſo gent ly; and 


he who ſhou'd go about to Ridieule and 
Expoſe a Victorious Commander, wou d, 1 


ſerves. And yet there is an odd way of 


3. 8 S. 382 5 


moſt perſuade us that Life is not a ſeriom 
thing, nor Death a grave buſineſs. ft does ff me: 
in fact prevail with Thouſands; or elk ¶ of 
what ſhou'd we do for Soldiers? Aind how Hu 
cou'd ſuch a multitude of Men, if they tun 
were in their Senſes, expoſe themſelves for MW dan 
Sixpence a Day? The extreme good Hum Me! 
of my Lord * Correſpondent may, it's like, I figh 
dif — him to — that this is one of a 8 
thoſe National Cuftoms, which Fealoufie ¶ Th: 
State, to the great detriment of the Pai and 
exempts from the Freedom of Cenſure, tho Act 
his great Modeſty won't allow him to ſa I 
ſo. And certainly it were better for poor Fel ſery 
lows to be ſuffer'd to die with their Thought|i| this 
about them, than to be fillipt into anotheſ of C 
World in Wrath, in Drink, and in a Hurry ef 
Or if there 1s no other World, be permit 
ted to live as long as they can in this. Thi 
Triumphs of a Conqueror, tis true, make 
a glare in moſt Men's Eyes, and Power 
a delicious Morſe]; yet after all that cal 
be ſaid for't, this way of deciding Quarres 
by the Sword, muſt be ee not 1 
little Brutiſh. And if Ruin ang Deſtructio 

4: Wel 


A Examay ArrER Wit. 

were all; a Plague, a Famine, or an Earth- 
quake, wou'd excel the greateſt Warrior, as 
being able to deſtroy more Speedily and 
more Effectually. It is the Prudence and 
good Conduct, the Generous Actions that 
a General has opportunity of ſhew ing, 
which brings him in his true Glory: Theſe 
make him really Great and Triumphant, 
whatever his Succeſs may be. Tho' as Lre- 
member, we have heard, or read in Hiſtory, 


2 


Huzza the Victorious, tho their good For- 
tune is owing to Chance or Folly; and 
damn the Unfortunate, tho made ſo by 
mere Accidents, which no Humane Fore- 
fight or Prudence cou'd prevent: And of 
à Senate not much Wiſer, who vote their 


Thanks, and give their Plaudits one Day, 
and are for examining the Merits of the 


Action the next Ne 

DouUBTLESS our Letter-ꝛriter wou'd des 
ſerve the Thanks of Mankind, cou'd he laugh 
this boiſterous method of making War out 


of Countenance, and prevail with the Powers 


of Europe, at leaſt, to decide their Diffe- 
rences by the Ridicule. What an enter- 


m_ Sight wou'd it be to ſee two Ar- 


mies drawn up in Battalia, throwing Jeſts 
and Repartees at one another, inſtead of 
murdering Bullets! And how much more 
Humane, as well as Gallant, for a Body of 
Men, to conquer their Enemies by their 
diſtinguiſned Wit, than by Brutal Force, in 

E 2 which 


of People who value nothing but Succeſs, 


65 


P. 32. 


See Letter 
p. 23. and 
Campagne 
in Valen- 
cia, p. 216. 
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which many Beaſts are ſuperior to Man- 
kind. The Golden Ape would then return, 
tho' no Inquiſi tion, or formal Court of Judi. 
cature were ſet up to forbid it. And be- 
ſides the many Lives that wou d be ſpar' d, 
and wholly ſpent in Mirth and Good Hu- 
mour, abundance of Money wou'd be ſav'd 
for the better Expence of Operas and Enter- 
tainments, more ſutable to his Mildneſs of 
Humane Nature than Ghaſtly Wounds 
And, which is yet more conſiderable, every 
Party aſſembled for Diverſion, might then 
produce a General, expert and famous in 
the Art of Victory. Whereas in the pre- 
ſent robuſt Contentions, to the very great 
Prejudice of that Equality which ought to 
be preſervd among a Free People, a Nation 
affords but One, and an Age not many 
are 
THAT wk nary Thoughts, which can 
be no other than Witty ones, are as neceſ- 
ſary in the Camp as in other Places, we have 
a bright and glaring Evidence in the Cam- 
pagne of Valencia, all our Succeſſes in Spain 
two or three Years ago, being owing to ſuch 
Thoughts, and to the diligent Execution of 
them. The Noble General who command- 
ed at that time, not inferior to Pan himſelf 
in the Art of War, jmnding. means to ſtrike a 
Terror thro* an Hoſt of Enemies, 7000 Men, 
by the help of fo fmall a Company as 1200 
It was without doubt a real Pannic that 


ſelz d the French and . and made 
them 


— 


reach of Thou 
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them raiſe the Siege of St. Mattheo. For 


tho Pannios have been perverted to-other 
purpoſes, their firſt Invention and Original 
Deſign was purely Military; as our Inge- 
nious Zetter-Mriter has provid paſt all Diſ- 
pute. Happy for us that our Enemies with 


all their Superſtition underſtood nothi 
the Pannic, for had they been aware 


ng. of 
of its 


Inpoſture and ſtood their Ground, we had 
not only loſt all our Hopes on that ſide, 
but which wou'd have been infinitely more 
worthy to be regreted, all the Wonders of 
the enſuing Campagne, ſo fruitful of Illu- 
ſtrious Precedents to future Ages. And that 
Heroic General might have yeriſo d without 


the Honour due to a Man deſerving a better Ib. p. 234. 


Tate Like Abner have fallen a Sacrifice to 


Poltrons, who ought to have underſtood the 


Laws of Chivalry better, than to attack a 
brave Man at ſuch great Diſadvantage. 


To depend entirely on one's own 


Con- 


duct, and Happy Invention, without any 


Dependence on other People, or on Fortune, lb. p. 278, 


that is, as I take it on Providence; for 


wheat 


elſe can Fortnne mean when diſtinguifh'd 
from other People? This is the Perfection 
of Wit. And that Superior Genius, 


t, which cou'd maintain its 


that 


ground e en Forces of the Enemy; as Ib. p. 229. 
gainſt Orders from Court; againſt Unanimous 
and REASONABLE Opinions of a Council 
of War, tho' it may have a very Romantick 
Air, even in the Opinion of its own Hiſto- 
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rian, 
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Letter 
p: 17, 18, 
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rian, is doubtleſs Really Grave, and there. 
fore can never be too much honor d and re. 
per d, becauſe it will ſtand the. Teſt of 
Ridicule, or whatever Teſt you ſhall pleaſe 
to try it by! Whence it is evident, that the 
Art of War was never brought to its utmoſt 
Perfection till the Campagne in Valencia. For 
to Conquer by Force of Arms is a vulgar 
way, neither ſo Heroic nor ſo Humane, a 
to do it by Dint of Wit. To look ſo far 
into Mens Hearts, to judge ſo truly of their 


Fidelity (if a Spy can pretend to any) a 


well as of their Capacity, and of Men's Love 
to their Families, which generally give 


place to the Love of themſelves; and not 


Campagne, 


to be deceiv d nor diſappointed in that Mul- 
titude of Spies and Intelligencers that were 
employ'd, ſpeaks a Sagacity more than Hu. 
mane! Nor cou'd it enter into the Head a 
any but a Man of Wit, to raiſe a Siege with 
1200 Men, when the Beſiegers were almoſ 
{ix times the Number; to purſue a well ap 
pointed Army of between 2000 and 3000 
Horſe, and about 4000 Foot, with leſs that 
200 Dragoons upon Horſes that cou'd bardy 


Re. p. 223. go, and to drive theafawenty Leagues be 


fore him! and with a ſmall Party of thoſe 


IÞ, p. 236. Dragoons to ride up to the Gates of a Fort 


N 


P. 237, 


d Town under the Shot of all their Muſ 
kets, and ſo to faſcinate both the good 
Prieſts and a thouſand of the Towns-Peopi 
wvell Arm d, that they ſhou'd not be able t0 
thay fr Minutes to conſider of the _ 


— 7 


2 
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+ MW or to ſee how well the General was attend- 
e. ed; or whether there was any Appearance 
Jof the Artillery and Miners he threatned 
e them with! A General of ſuch uncommon 
he Thoughts muſt needs be Victorious, for he 
Nt will always find his Enemies ſurpriz d, 
or WM Vnprovided and Defenceleſs. Whereas your 
ar mere Soldier, tho' ever ſo good a General P. 263. 
Offer, may manage his Matters with a great 
ar i deal of Dexterity, and very much like an Offi- 
er WW cer, but it will be all to little purpoſe if he 
a W- encounters with a Wit. The Die will cer- 
ve Wl tainly be turn'd upon him; he will fall in- 
eto the Ridicule of Believing and Confiding 
ot MW in his Enemy, of rendring himſelf ſuſpect- 
ul. ed to his Friends, and doing the very thing 
that he contriv'd to avoid! | 
lo. IF the Liberty we have now taken ſeem Letter 
off to run roo far, and we be ſaid to make an?. 
th il ſe of it, in being thus free with our Su- 
ot periors, they muſt give me leave to aſk in 
ap: thewords of my Lord π Friend, who ſhall 
coll be the Fudges What Bounds were former- 
an ly ſet to Wit, we ſhall ſee preſently ; for 
dF in our Father's Days, exceſſive and unre- 
be firaind Liberty might perhaps be call'd Li- 
okl centiouſneſs. Wit has of late Decreed that 
i there can be no ſuch thing; that Ridicule 
uW ſhall be boundleſs; that unleſs by not 
oa uſing, tis impoſſible to abuſe Wit; that its 
pl Privileges and Prerogatives are whatever it 
toll ſhall Declare to be ſo; or rather, they ſhall 
el bereſerv'din petto, tobe produc'd and exem- 

f —— P! plify'd 
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Letter | 
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P. 16. 


P. 52 
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plify'd as Occaſion ſerves, Og that A Wi 
Dramen like. F e J 


1 He e Writes... be E if, be Struts, 0 Lovk 15 


and Stares,” 


Ard all this be 6 can » Do, boca: be Doren. 


| For ay ſhall BW Sh 2 Man i in matter 


of Wit? e Uniformity of Opinion? 
A hopeful Project! The only. way to ſave 
Men's Senſe, or to preſerve Wit at all in the 
World, as no ſmall Maſter in the Trade aſ- 
{ures us, is to give Liberty to Mit. Nom , it 
can never have its Liberty, where the Free- 
dom of Raillery is taken away. If we fear 
to apply this Rule in ANT THING, what 
Security can we have againſt the Impoſture of 
Formality in ALL THINGS. Let but 
the Search go freely on, apply this Teft Uni- 
verſally, and the right Meaſure will ſoon be 


found: And when every thing 1s repreſent- 
ed as Ridiculous, nothing will be ſo. 


*T 1s certain, for look into the Letter 
and you'll find it Demonſtrated, that unleſs 
the Reverend Bench of Judges, and our 
Rulers in Civil and in Military Poſts, can 
purge themſelves of __ and clearly 
prove that they are truly and perfettly Good, 
according to the Notion ſo wiſely ſettled in 
the Letter, they are not to be reputed Judg- 
£8, Or Governors, but Tyrants and Op- 


Pr eflors, What Vertue in aſſuming an Opt- 


fon contrary to the Appearance of things, in 
reſorving 


7 


K 
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refolving to hear nothing that can be ſaid a- 
gainſt it? In preſuming Men are Wiſe, Juſt | 
and Good, merely becauſe they are in Place 
and Power, and before we have apph'd the p. 19. 
Ridicule to them, to ſee whether it wwill bear 
or no £ Jo ſuppoſe them Good, without 
bringing them to the Infallible 72% of Ri- P. 17. 
r Wl dicule, is to give up our preliminary Right ff 9+ 
Judgment, and to allow our ſelves to be moſt 
e Ridiculous. And then we are affraid to uſe p. 5. 
sour Reaſon freely, even on that very Que- 
ion, we then actually preſume them Bad, 
tand flatly contradict that pretended Character 
- BY Geodpaſs, whilſt we diſcover this Miſtruſt 
I their Temper, and fear their Anger and 
; Wl Reſentment, in the Caſe of this Freedom of 
f Wl Enquiry. To make a Merit of ſaying all the p. 5. 
Cod we can of them, at the very ſtretch of 4 
our Reaſon, and ſometimes quite beyond it, 
is no better than flattering and even mocking 
- them. JED 1755 
ON the other ſide, 20% can never uſe tao p. 4% 
r MW much Good Humor, nor examine any Thing 
sor Perſon with t99 much Freedom and Fami- 
r Wl aricy. For if they be Sincere and Genuine, 
n Il they ell not only ſtand the Proof, but thrive 
and gain Advantage from hence: If they be 
%, Surious or mixt \with any Impoſture, they 
null be detected and epos d. And ſince no 
Man cares to be deceiv'd himſelf, why 
»- © ſhou'd he deſire to Impoſe on others? Im- 
i- poſture is perhaps for his turn to Day, it 
may be in the oppoſite Intereſt to 1 
5 2 b 4 


* , 
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Leiter 
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s The H. Mr. Boyle, my 
Lord Chief Juſtice Hales, 
Sir Charles Woſely, Sir Pe- 
ter King, Mr. Nelſon, &c. 


P, 16. 


Anni e 
If his Principles and Actions are ſuch v 
need not fear the Light, if his Humor is of 


| the Righe Temper, he will only ſhine th 


more for being expos'd. Nor ought he to 
think ita Diſreſpect or leſſening of his Cha- 
rater, to be ſpoke of with Freedom and 
Pleaſanineſs, to be treated after a Bart'len 
Fair Method, and to ſee People take a Fany 
to att Puppei-Shews in his Contempt. For 
what Privilege can a Mortal, be he eve 
1o Good and Great pretend, to exempt him 
from that Uſage which is offer d to Religion, 
to the Apoſtles and all Holy Saints and 


Martyrs, nay even to the GOD and 83. 


viour of Mankind, and this in a Chriſtian 


a Proteſtant, and a very Godly, Zealous 
Nation! | 


Bur hold tis allow'd that No Ridi. 
cule can lie againſt Reaſon, nor conſequent 
ly againſt Religion, if it is Rational. And 
one wou'd think the Chriſtian Religion ha 
been ſo fully and ſo often prov'd to be high. 

ly Reaſonable, not only by the 
_ Clergy, but by the * Laity allo, 
that a Man muſt have an Afiu- 
rance beyond that of a Common 
Jeſter or Buffoon, to fuppoſe that it is not io, 
How then can any one of the leaſt Fuſineſi 
of Thought endure a Ridicule ſo wrong plac df 


Nothing is more Ridiculous than this it ſelf 


And if Men Reaſon ſo ill as to laugh in the 
wrong Place, 71% Reaſon ſtill muſt teach then 


zo do better. Reaſon then is Judge of Wit j 
| -* 1 and 


S rere s 


8 
i 
le 
0 
F 
7 
9 
Ot 
WU 


IM 


Ax Excumx after Wir. 


and Religion, which is only Improv'd Rea- 
ſon, is a Privileg d Subject, not to be touch d 


Grave, and of the _ Importance; as 
ſure as we can be of our own Exiſtence, 
And if you wonder, Reader, that having un- 


dertaken the Subjeft of Wit, a mere Bar- P. 33, 34. 


flemy Fair Buſineſs, I ſbou d at any time for- 
get my ſelf ſo far as to grow ſerious ; I muſt 
own to you, that it is not thro' Chance mere 
ly that it has thus happen d. To ſay Truth, 


being extremely defirous to preſerve Wit in 


the World, ſo much of it I mean as is good 
for any thing, I wou'd not quite diſcard Rea - 
ſon, and become a Monkey inſtead of a Man, 
For unleſs Mankind have been miſtaken 

from the beginning of the World, Reaſon 
is a Grave, Serious, or if you will a Formal 
Thing: It is all of a Piece, and has often 
but one way to go when it follows Truth. 
A Mathematical Demonſtration with a jeſt 
in it, wou'd be a New, and Happy Inven- 
tion. And becauſe the Authority of Phi- 
loſophers and Witty Men, may go farther 
than the moſt ſolid Reaſonings with our 
Writers of Letters and Men of their Stamp, 
tho' Divine Authority be of Small Reputa- 
tion with them; let us ſee what has for- 
merly been the Opinion of Famous Men 
concerning Wit, and the Uſe of Raillery in 


Re] igion. | | 
Time was when neither Country nor City Preface to 
Mouſe, nor Mice of an higher Denominati- ine an' 


on Tranſvers d. 


by Raillery. We are ſure that it is Realh p. 18. 
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on, were at all Ambitious of Laughing at any 
Perſuaſion, or making Religion the Sul ject of 

- | their Trifies. There may indeed be Modern 
as well as Antient Metamorphoſes. A Rea- 

der in a Church, was heretofore chang'd in- 

to an Emperor, and then into a declar d 4. 

. poſtate. And why may not a Mathematical 
Demonſtration be Tranſvers d into Prophe. 

-. cy? Poets Tranſpros d into Peers? Patriots 
and grave Politicians be Tranſlated into Buf. 

| foons? Anda Little Mouſe be 'Fransform'd 
þ into a Great Man? This may be for ought 
one knows, for Times and Men are change- 
Letter able, Only Truth is ſtill the ſame ; it is the 
62819 moſt powerful thing in the World, even by 
the Confeſſion of its Adverſaries. Whate- 

ver our manner of Conception may be, whe- 

ther Things appear Weighty or Ridiculous in 

our Imaginations, this makes no Alteration 

in the Things themſelves; their Nature 1s 

not chang'd by any Thoughts of ours con- 
cerning them. Whence we may conclude, 

preface to That fince, in the Memory of moſt of us, it 
Tr. was Wit, as well as god Senſe, to alk What 
Relation has a Hind to our Saviour? And 
what Notion have we of a Panther s Bible? 

For the ſame Reaſon, What has a Pupper- 

ſhew to do with Religion? And what Fren- 

zy is it to propoſe a Bart'lemy Fair Method 

of trying it? If it is abſurd in Comedies, to 

make a Peaſant talk in the Stram of a Hero, 

or a Country Wench ufe the Language of the 

Court, hom Monſtrous and Unnatural ot 0 

on, Which 
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which weighs more with ſome People than 
its being Profane and Impious, to bring in 
Apollo and the Muſes, the Nympht and the 
Fairies, Baii'lemy Fair, and a Puppet-ſhew, 
when we ſpeak of the True GOD and his 
Worſhip! And ſetting afide the Blaſphemy, 
it is infinitely more Fooliſh and Abſurd, to 
repreſent him like our ſelves, or rather un- 
der a Character which a Man of any Spirit 
wou d deſpiſe, without Underſtanding, with- 
out Juſtice, or Senſe of Honor, than it is 
to make a Prieſt of a Hind, and a Parſon of a 
Panther. Nor 1s it leſs Prepoſterous and 
2 MW kidiculous, to ſpeak of Sacred, Auguſt, and 
y Great, and for this Reaſon privileg d Subjetts, 
e- Min certain little, and unbecoming Modes of 
e- Speech, than it is to go to Court in Trunk 
in Hoſe and Farthingales, or to approach the 
n Freſence in the Habit of a Harlequin. 
is SOME notable Authors of our Nation, who Letter 
1+ Ware as fit as any Men to manage a Public * 2% 25. 
e, Leading in this Caſe, give us ſuch a pretty 


it {account of Wit, that one can no more for- 

at bear being fond of it than of Miſchief and 

d Madneſs. In the Opinion of the Great 

Nr. Lock, Wit lies quite on the other fide of Ew, R 2. 
5 judgment; and conſiſts in ſomething that is 11. L2. 
n- Not perfectly conformable to Truth and Reaſon. 

od nd another ingenious Writer tells us, That of Edues- 
ro Wit chiefly conſiders Appearances, takes them tion, c. 11. 


or Reality, puts one thing inſtead of another, 
wth like Dexterity as a Fugler does his 
bas, That Witty Men are Irreſolute, In- 

3 conſtant, 
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tain the noble Titles of Faretious Ci 
And the beſt Place to fix them in is a Ts 


8 
to take their Degrees in Bedlam- College. Ex 
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in 1 Geiles, very 


— che Pak 
all Miſchiefs in Commonwealths 


proceeding 


from theſe Witsz, for Wiſe Men Er d. 
fturb Governments,. and Fools cannot. They 


whoſe. Wit does not carry them ſo 96 od 


ont, Good Drolls, Men who make us 


vern or a Coffee-Houſe;, until their Brain 
growing Hot they proceed to Ent hiſuaſin, call 


upon the Mynphe and Muſes (the very Lav 
uage of our Letter -Mriter) and ſo proceed 


cellent account of Wit! What Man of Qu 


lity, Education, and Fortune, wou d not br 


Fond of fuch a Character, ſuch. a Fate ! Good 
Senſe is a mere Aſs to Wit; Reaſon 
Grave, Formal Bufineſs, which may {ſerve 
ſome of the Purpoſes of Life, but can't make 
us half ſo merry as a Smithfield Booth! 
We know who ſaid, and upon what occ- 


Preface to ſion, That the bel Things are capable of bein 
the Hind Torn d into Ridicule, that Homer has ben 
ther Tran Burleſqud', and Virgil Traveſted, without 


ſuffering any thing in their Reputation fron 
that Buffoonry. No more will any othe! 
Grave and Serious Author when wreſte 
from his true Senſe; and leaſt of all the 8. 


cred Truths of Keligion Even the _ 
It 


Ax Exquiry ates Wir, 


THE main Point, then, is to know always 
true Gravity from the falſe; and ſo great is 
his Humanity, that he will not allow Man- 
kind to have hitherto had the Wit to diſtin- 
ouiſh them; ar to know the Torkſbire Breed 
of Racers, from the Bart lemy Fair Hobby- 
Horſes! But has one Reaſon to think 
that Man's Head is oddly turn d, and to ſuſ- 
pect his Brains, as well as his Faith and Mo- 
rals, who has ſo little Judgment as to ima- 
eine, that Subjects, which Mankind in gene- 
ral, and eſpecially the Polite and Ingenious 


SHES RSS F2 Fog 


t ef part, have hitherto treated with the higheſt 
od RefpeRt and Veneration, are all of a ſudden to 


n i be laught out of the World by a little pert 
vel Raillery? Nothing but a ſtrong Inclination well p. g, 9. 
ak improv'd, and the being wonderfully happy in a 


Faculty of deceiving bimſelf. whenever he ſets 
— 2 — pan 5+ — a 
Wee as his Will, and a Taſte as vicious as 
his Appetites; can make ſuch Witticiſms re- 
liſh, I need: not ſay with a Man of Religion 
and Virtue, but even of Breeding and Com- 
mon Senſe. A Writer ſo briſk out of Sea- 
lon; whoſe Deſign and Management are fo 
contrary to the End and Uſe of real Wit; 
who Judges fo: Ill as to pretend to excite 

_ Muth 


profeſſor of Ridicule allows, that we can Letter to 


1 

* WM never be too Grave, if we can but be ſure 1. 
„. that we are really ſa; and we can neuer 

re % mech honor or revere any thing for 

ez Grave, if we are ſure the Thing is Grave, as 
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Mirth and good Humor, by that which na- it 
turally ſtrikes us with Horror and Deteſta. iſ ®: 


P. 16. 


, n Immodeſiy admit of Defence, tho! it be 


never made an Artiſt ; the Attitudes, Propor- 


neath Life, is more abject and mean, but not 


thro' a Conſciouſneſs of his want of Genius, 


tion; ſuch a Writer whenever we can pre- 
vail with our ſelves to lay our juſt Indigna- 
tion aſide, naturally falls into Ridicule. Ne- 
thing can be more Ridiculous than he himſelf 
who has laid his Ridicule againſt Reaſon, and 
the Giver of it. Such an Unnatural Hum 
cannot hold, but the Ridicule ſo ill plac d at 
fir, will fall at laſt where it deſerves. © 
WANT of Decency, Decency of any ſort, 

7s want of Senſe, in the Judgment of an in- 
comparable Poet, and Judicious Critic, my 
Lord Roſcomon : Nor does Impiety, any more 


ever ſo much ſet forth, £194 Pt 
WithPompous Nonſenſe, and a belloming Sound: 
The very Character of the Letter- writers 
Style. Colouring is the leaſt of the Matter, 
both in Wit and Painting; a few bold Strokes 


tions, and above all the Deſign, ſhew the Ma- 
ſterly Genius. He who Paints or Writes be. 


leſs unnatural than he who ſtretches beyond 
it. Nothing can be Wit that 1s not Senſe; 
nor Senſe unleſs to the Purpoſe : Nor wou'd 
any Man utter an indecent Jeſt, which inal- 
much as it is Indecent is therefore Silly, but 


and that he has not Wit: to do better. 
THis was formerly the Englifb Taſte, that 


Ax ExqQuiry AFTER Wit. $1 
it is alter*d is certain, but I fear not for the 
better, that Men of Quality and Senſe can 
MJ reliſh ſuch Letters as that to my Lord * * x. 

1 don't ſay, that Quality and Senſe always 
„meet; or that real Honor and Title do con- 
t ſtantly go together. They ought to do ſo, 
but we often ſee, that the Man of Figure 
„does the Baſe and Mean, and the Perſon of 
1; MW No-Figure the Brave and Honorable Action. 

And if he can't ſhame his Superiors into 
t. better Manners, by the Decent, yet home 
. Keproof of a Good Example, he will at leaſt 
y Wy be above the Infection of their Bad one. But 
e MW the Miſchief that Buffoons and little Wri- 
ters do, is indeed to be imputed to the Coun- 
teenance and Support of their Betters, whoſe 

Breath inſpires and moves theſe Puppets; 
d: and who, as is to be fear d, act behind the 
„Scene, and are the Apes that put the Cat's 
r,; Pas into the Fire, that is too hot for their 
es own Fingers. 

r. ANTIENTLY the Fools, that is the Wits 
a: of thoſe Times, deny d Providence and Blaſ- 
„ phem'd GOD, in their Hearts only. They 
of ſecretly wiſh'd there were no GOD, becauſe 
nd their Corrupt and Abominable Works, ex- 
e; pos d them to his Juſtice. But they had not 
1d the bonne Aſiurancè to call that Juſtice MA- 
al- ILICE, to ſpeak out their Wiſhes freely, and 
ut to put the Queſtion whether He really be, or , 
us, WI 7. The making War with Heaven, 1s a 
Bravery reſerv'd for our Glorious Days of 
nat Liberty and Reformation! Days, which a 
2 = 1 Certain 


. 52, 


$2 
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certain Antient Author has been ſo free as 
to call Perilous Times; and has deſcrib'd the 
Men of theſe laſt Days, by all thoſe lovel 
Characters with our Fine Gentlemen are 0 
fond of. For not to inſiſt on their being 
Covetous, Boafters, Proud, Blaſphemers, Diſe- 
bedient, Unthankful, Unholy, without Natural 
Aﬀettions, breakers of their Word, and moſt 
folemn Covenants, falſe Accuſers, Incontinent, 
Fierce, Deſpiſers of thoſe that are Good; we 
ſhall only take notice of them by their being 
lovers of their own ſelves, without regard to 
others. Very paſlionate and judicious Lo- 
vers indeed! who for the ſake of their dear 
Selves (as they ſuppoſe) are vers of Plea 
fures more than lovers of GOD. Lovers of 
thoſe luſcious, cleanly and laſting Ples- 
fures, which it may be will endure to the 
end of their Lives, that long, long Period 
and it may be not, as it happens, and as their 
Pleaſures, Conſtitutions and Doctors can 4 
gree. Moſt of them not having ſo much as 
a Form of Godlineſs, proclaim their Sin as 
Sodom; and thoſe who have the Form d- 
nying the Power thereof. Ever learning, pre- 
tending to Reaſon, Wit, and great Diſcove- 
ries; and yet never able, becauſe not willing, 
to come to the Knowledge of the Truth. Their 
Corrupt Minds, being the real Cauſe of their 
having no yudgment concerning the Faith. 
THEIR Promptersare indeed grown above 
the little Arts of thoſe who write Letters t 
3 Lachs 
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Lachs, who creep into Houſes, and with 

je their Tales of a Tub, lead captive filly Wo- 

| men; Silly; not through want of Natural 

be and Underſtanding, but by-reaſon of 

i Ml their being laden wich Sin, and led away 

with divers Luſts. The Addrefs is now 

a1 openly made to the Great Men, the Men, as p. 37; 

tis ſaid, of higheſt Power among us, of Senſe P. 17. 

n, and Breeding, of a more than ordinary Ge- 

ve ning, whoſe Sublime of Reaſon, Power of E. P. 12. 

no (quence, and Height of Gooaneſs, make them P. 38; 

to be ſo much adber'd to, and belovd. And 

o- how are they receiv d by my Lord *, 

ar and the reſt of thoſe nobleſt Aftors, and of P. 12. 

. the nobleſt Part affign'd to any Mortal on this 

of Earthly Stage, when they are acting for Li- 

ex Ml berty and Mankind, of which themſelves, 

he doubtleſs, are the moſt conſiderable part ! 

d How are they receiv'd? Why, not amiſs to 

eit be ſure, ſince the great Patrons, as well as 

a- the little Enthifſiaſtic Friends, inſpird by P. ult. 

their imagin'd Preſence, have altogether bro- 

aden the Toke, and burſt the Bonds, the fooliſh 

de- Bonds, as they ſuppoſe, of Conſcience and 

re: Honour Fk 

ve: THis is the good Manners with which 

ng, ſome Men treat Religion; and the Wonder 

jet 1s the leſs, if they are new Men For re- 

cir membring by what ways and means they 

open d the Door to Preferment, tis like they 

ove may think fit to maintain their Power and 

Grandeur by the ſame method. Our An- 

4 dient Englifo Peerage were of another ſtrain; 
BE... they 
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they were not more remarkable for their 


to be fure, their Friendſhips were far, very 


every Faſhion. And whilſt our Nobility 
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Loyalty to their Prince, than their Piety to 
their GOD. They ſubdu'd themſelves, az 
well as their Enemies. Their Health was 
not conſum'd in Debauchery, nor were theit i | 
Eftates ſquander'd in Vanity, Gaming and ˖ 
Luxury; but Generouſly beſtow'd in Cha- 7 
rity, Hoſpitality and Liberality. Real Me- WJ , 
rit only obtain'd their Friendſhip ; and , 
whatever a Man's Outward Circumitances I f 
might be, if his Mind was great enough 

to emulate and follow, much more if it I ,; 
was able to ſet a Pattern of the moſt Ge- 
nerous, Virtuous and Noble Actions, he 
was duly qualify'd for their Eſteem and 
Kindneſs. To be their Friend, was to be 
entitled to a Real Honour; and therefore 


far from being a Confederacy in Wicked- 
neſs, or a Snare to Honeſty. They deſpisd 
a Man who wou'd forſake his own Reaſon, 
and blindly follow other Men's; who wou'd 
violate his Conſcience to make his Fortune, 
or ſave his Eſtate; and who had either no 
Principles, or ſuch as wou'd conform to 


maintain'd this true Grandeur, their Ele- 
vation became them; none preſum'd to 
Envy, what all Rever'd. It was confiderd 
as due to their Virtue, and as a very con- 
ſiderable Benefit to their Inferiors, in that 
it gave Light for their Direction, and at- 
forded them Encouragement and Protection 

| in 


— * 
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in 125 For Men of Quality did 
not ſtudy to diſtinguiſh themſelves by Su- 
percilious Diſtances and little 3 j 


5 by the ſhining Glories of a Superior 


— They ſhone by their own Bright- 
neſs, without being oblig'd to any external 
Advantages for their Luſtre. Their Great- 


neſs was ſuch. as cou'd not be taken from 


them; it was even and conſpicuous, in all 
the Revolutions of Fortune's Wheel. 

IT is to be hop'd that ſome of this An- 
tient Race do ſtill remain, whoſe good Man- 
ners are as different from that of the other, 
as their Blood. Who eſteem Religion wor- 
thy of the utmoſt Reſpe&, and the higheſt 
Veneration ; not only as it is a complete 
Syſtem of the moſt excellent Laws, and 
moſt Beneficial to Mankind; but chiefly by 
reaſon of the Divine Authority of the Law- 
giver. For ſurely no Deference can be great 
enough to be ſhewn towards the Maker and 
Governor of All Things; no Obedience, no 
Submiſſion too much. The moſt conſum- 
mate Wiſdom is to Believe what He Teaches, 
and the only ſure way to Happineſs 1s to 


Do what He Commands. For Infinite Wiſ- 


dom cannot Err, and Infinite Goodneſs will 
neither Deceive nor Diſappoint us. And 


one has reaſon to think that thoſe, who 


treat Religion with this ſort of good Man- 
ners, are not Inferior either in Quality or 
Underſtanding to my Lord ***, or the 
greateſt of his Friends. 

3 THE 


83 
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TEE Manners are indeed extremely dif- 
ferent; and if there ariſes a Diſpute about 


the Right Meaſure, who ſhall be Judge? 


Shall Magiſtracy voucbſafe to interpoſe? B 

no . — 24 ſo ll Band, if (A 11 * 
lieve the Lerter-writer, as to ſpoil every 
thing it attempts to ſettle, And Men of his 
way care as little for Government as they 
do for Religion, both being a Reſtraint to 


that Licentiouſneſs which they miſcal Li- 


berty. But here again ariſes another Que- 
ſtion, and that is, whether Magiſtracy 1s not 
under an Obligation to interpoſe? It is ge- 
nerally believ'd that David acted like a Wiſe 


and Prudent Governor, as well as like a 


Holy and Virtuous Man, when he'refolv'd 
to baniſh all Impious, Profane and Wicked 
Perſons from his Court and Councils, and 
to root out all Wicked doers from the Land 
in which he Reign'd. For if the Magiſtrate 
derives his Poiver from GOD, as ſome af- 
firm, he may be thought to bear the Sword 
in vain, if through Fear or Favour, he neg- 
lets to draw it in Vindication of his Ma. 
ſter's Honour: If from the People, as others 
hold, he does but ill conſult their Safety, 
that Supreme Law, who ſuffers the Foun- 
dations to be caſt down, and does not, as 
much as in him lies, avert the juſt Ven 
geance of the Almighty. 

PAR DON me, I am not ſetting forth on 


any ſort of Errantry, nor ſo fooliſh as to 


fancy I can Reform the Age: It _—_ K 
6 
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ſelf too Wiſe already, to be made Wiſer by 
ſuch an 4Unfaſhionable Writer. Not but 
that Mankind are ready enough to learn 
any Vice or Folly; and thoſe Humble Good 


Souls! who don't glory in Invention, whoſe 


Pride is not turn'd that way, are at leaſt 
content to conform to the Faſhion. They 


honor Wiſdom and Virtue, they give the 


Preference to, and delight in theſe, if you 
will believe them. But, ſenſible of their own 
Weakneſs, they dare not oppoſe a Torrent. 
What ! venture to be Laugh'd at, tho' in 
the Cauſe of Religion and Virtue! or in a- 
ny Caſe, unleſs in purſuit of a Darling Fol- 
ly of our own! Can it be a fault to be Mo- 
deſt and Reſervd in Piety and Well-doing 
fince it is ſo great a Crime to be Bold and 


Audacious in Wickedneſs! Cuſtom, and 


the way of the World, prevail over all our 
good Purpoſes. We mean exceeding well, 
it is impoſſible to have better Wiſhes and 
Defires, nobler Deſigns ; but alas! the 
Crowd and Hurry of Buſineſs and Ceremo- 
ny, and now and then a little Sloth due to 
our Rank, and Time to Breath in, and di- 
vert our ſelves, render: them all ineffectual. 
Hereafter we hope to be more confirm'd 
in Virtue ; the Vogue may turn to Piety's 
fide, and then none ſhou'd be more glad to 
Follow, tho' we want Confidence to Lead. 
For the only Party that a Man's aſham'd 
to be at the Head of, is that whoſe Piety 
is Real and Sincere. The Hypocritical Pre- 
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tence is indeed too frequently put on, and 


too often ſucceſsful. Thus the World con- 
tinues, as it was, or rather grows worſe 
and worſe, being ſtill complain'd of, yet un- 


amended. Birds of Prey take their flight 


to devour, and are not deter'd through a fear 


of Singularity But the Geeſe follow one 


another. And be affurd, Reader, that un- 
leſs you have other Advantages, beſides a 


good Underſtanding, and an honeſt, reſolute 


Heart, you and I ſhall leave Mankind juſt 


in reſcuing Humane Nature from the moſt 
ignominious Slavery, by ſpiriting it up to 


a Senſe of its Original Dignity; how little 


ſoever the Benefaction is underſtood, or 


how much ſoever undervalu'd. And tho 
we loſe our Labor for the preſent, a Day 


will come when we ſhall find our Reward. 
«WE read in Hiſtory, ſays the Letter, 


* that Pan, when he accompany'd Bacchus 


« in an Expedition to the Indies, found 
* means to ſtrike a Terror through an Hoſt 
of Enemies, by the help of a ſmall Com- 
„ pany, whoſe Clamors he manag'd to good 
* advantage.” And we may lee in our own 
Age, a {ſmall Company, Votaries to Bacchu, 
and ſuch like Deities, who in hopes of be- 
ing diftingui{h'd for ſomething or other, (as 
Eroſtratus of old) put in Practice that ſame 
Stratngem. And by their loud Clamourt, 
and Induſtry, and Laughter, manag d to good 


advantage 


| Courage however, tis 
a noble Attempt to be Public Benefactors, 
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| Wl advantage among ſome ecchoing Machines, 
whoſe Skulls are empty, and their Front of 
Proof; Engines who reſemble Men in every 
thing, except in the want, the inconſiderable 
want! of Reaſon and Religion; have ſo far 
prevail'd, as to fright the generality of Man- 
kind from a Generous Exertion of them- 
ſelves, their Abilities, Authority and Power, 
in a becoming Zeal for their Maker's Ho- 
nor, and for the Vindication of Religion, — 
ſhall I ſay ? or even of Humane Nature 
it ſelf, from the Indignities that Monſters 
„ bring upon it. I pray GOD that it be not 
ſt Whid to their Charge; and that the Woe de- 
0 WMnounc'd againſt Run Hearts and feeble 
e Hands may not overtake them. | 
Ir For that a Chriſtian ſhou'd be zealous 
0 Wn reſcuing Souls from the Error of their 
Y ways, is no wonder; it is indeed to be won- 
(er d how he dares neglect it, conſidering that 
„, che Love of GOD, and of his N eighbour, 
us Fre the Principles by which he acts. But 
1d None wou'd think that Libertines, of all Men, 
lt Nou d be unconcern'd in making Proſelytes; 
n. ance they expect no future Reward for their 
Labor, and to ſucceed in it wou'd be only 
n o ſpoil their preſent Market. For the Hap- 
, Ipineſs of a Chriſtian conſiſting in the En- 
x- ¶vyment of an Infinite Good, may be com- 
as Finunicated to every one, there is no inter- 
fering in the Poſſeſſion of it, nor any occa- 
ton of Envy or Quarrel, but he who ad- : 
fances his Neighbour's Felicity, does very 

1 cConſide: 
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0 Libertiniſm is therefore highly impoli- 
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conſiderably increaſe his own. Whereas 7. 
Libertine Pleaſures depending on limited Diſcc 
and precarious Objects, which are often out 
of our Power, and which muſt be engroſs d, 
and many times deſtroy'd, are continual oc- Uk 
caſions of Solicitude, Diſquiet and Grief; Ie br 
ſo that the Pain they give is generally nds 
OT than the Delight. As is ſufficient: 
I prov, by the fable deſire of Vari- 

ety; it being very certain, that if the pre- 
fent Entertainment ſatisfy d, or were qa 
to a Man's Wiſhes, he wou'd not diſguſt i 
and ſeek a Change. Which 1s juſt fach 2 
Relief as changing Poſture is to a ſick Per- 
ſon, it à little amuſes the Man, but does 
not cure the Diſtemper. To proſelyte Men 


tic; becauſe the plain honeſt Morals of 2 
Libertine, are of a-pjece with his Creed: 
This reaches no farther than he can ſee, 
and the other ſcarce ſo far as you can ſe 
him ; to impoſe on you to your Face being e 
indeed moſt dextrous, and for this Reaſon won's 
@ greater Proof, and nobler Exerciſe of Wit. Con 
So that to make Libertines, is to make ſo hood 
many Beaſts of Prey, Foxes and other Ver- 0 tru 
min; and to do all one can to reduce Man: hręer 
kind to a ſtate of open Violence, or diſſem- * bo) 
bled Malice, which ſome, taking the Ae. I Grave 
ſure from themſelves, have falily calld ag voud 
State of Nature. And how can the Teach All ch 
ers of ſuch worthy Opinions be ſure, that ben 
they ſhall not be out-done by the Strength 1 
pr Cunning of their Diſciples: 0! 
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THE Letter has oblig d us with a clear 
Diſcovery of the Myſtery of this prepoſte- 


rous Zeal. His good People the Libertines P. 62. 


are, as he owns, very far from being AS- 
SUR'D. Tho' the Path they tread in may 
be broad, yet being dark and boggy, it at- 


fords no firm footing. Their Reaſon, which p. 56. 


noms the Cheat they wou'd fain put upon 


themſelves and others, fails not to remind 


them of it in their cooler Hours, and will 


neuer reſt throughly ſatisfy'd on ſuch a bot- © 


tom, but turns them oft a-arift, and toſſes 
them on a Sea of Doubts and Perplexities. 


Like Children in the dark, they are afraid, 
and cry out to draw as great a Crowd as 


they can about them. And notwithſtand- 
ing the good Face they ſtrive to ſet upon 
the Matter, are not able to conceal the Fears 
and Pangs they feel at Heart. Their very 
over-doing of that Chearfulneſs and Good 
Humor they pretend to, being a ſhrewd In- 
timation of that Uneaſineſs which they fain 
wou'd hide. 

Covu'p they but be ASSUR'D that there 


5 no GOD, that they have only mere Chance P. 6a. 


to truſt to; and are no more than a ſort of 
larger Puppets, which being worn out, and 
the Show over, ſhall be thrown into the 
Grave, and there's an End of them, they 
wou'd doubtleſs be much eaſter in their Minds. 
All their Arguings againſt Religion, and 
when theſe fail, that Buffoonry and Gri- 
mace they ſhew in contempt of it, being on- 


| I 
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92 


. 
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P. 34. 


P. 62. 


P. 50 


P. 52. 


having compell'd him to confeſs, that it i 
impoſſible that any but an I/-natur'd Man can 


wiſhing. againſt the Public, and even againſ 


ful, than that of forlorn Nature, and a 2 
leſs World. Frightful then it is to him, who 
hereby ſhews himſelf to be one of thoſe I. 


of Senſe take Sanctuary in Chance, forlom 


Ax Excunr AFTER Wir. 
ly to ſtifle and allay their Fears. Even y) 
Lord***'s Enthuſiaſtic Friend himſelf faud; I Sr, 


ſome Adventures with Religion; as 1s plain firion 
from ſeveral Smptoms which he, poor Gen- oe, 
us 


"tleman! unhappily labors under. For Truth, hi Þ 


which is the moſt Powerful thing in the Worll, 


wiſh againſt the Being of @ GOD : For this i 


ones private Good too, if rightly underſiood; 
and that the Notion of a Mind, a common Ph 
rent, is moſt comfortable; in a line or two he 
will only have the Notion to be 4% fright: 

fo 


natur d Men, as they are call'd, p. 54- ww > 
have ſuch ILwill as to ſtifle their Belief of af © 
Deity : Or, if you will, one of thoſe Good 
People, as he terms them in another place, 
(p. 62. no matter for the Contradiction) who 
wou'd have leſs fear in being exposd, to mers n 
Chance and forlorn Nature, than in living ect! 
under the Care and Protection of a Commmn p 

Parent, a Univerſal Mind, which is truly and of his 


| alone 
perfectiy Good 4 
| Now how cou'd this be, were they con. . al 


ſcious of behaving themſelves towards Him th 

as Dutiful Children? How cou'd any Mai f . ls 

Nature, a World that has neither Senſe 1 he 

Meaning is it, and where Afairs all run d WS, 
- Adventures 


idventnres, were it not for the Doubts and 
Scruples ariſing from that wondrous Diſpo- P. 56. 
| ſtion in Mankind towards Supernatural Ob- 
ide, which, as the Letter confeſſes, Lucre- 
uur himfelf wes foro d tacitly to allow; and 
vbich, notwithſtanding all their endeavours, 
they can't get rid of the Thoughts of, and 
from theſe Idea r, which cannot be vain, 
fince they are in a manner Innate, or ſuch as 
Men are really born to, which will not be 
eradicated, and which convince them that 
00D muſt be perfectly Juſt, as well as per- 
fly Good; and that they are obnoxious 
to His Juſtice, which they impiouſly miſcal p. 61. 
Malice? For the Divine Nature is the Har- 
mony and Sum of all Perfection; GOD 
cou'd not poſſeſs One Attribute in Perfecti- 
on, if He did not perfectly poſſeſs all the 
reſt. Which are in Him but One, tho we 
are forc'd to conſider them ſeparately, by 
reafon of the Limitation and Imperfection 
of our Nature. His Goodneis therefore muſt 
needs be perfectly Juſt, and His Juſtice per- 
fectly Good. And His having annext the 
higheſt Sanctions to His Laws, is an effect 
of his abundant Goodneſs, For ſince GOD 
alone is able to make us Happy, and that it 
1s not poſſible to obtain that Felicity we in- 
ceſſantly deſire, by any other method than 
that He has appointed; and ſince the moſt 
of us have not Senfe and Ingenuity enough 
to be charm'd by rhe Excellency of His 
| Laws, what can be more for our * 
| 8 | than 


AN Enquiry AFTER Wir, 93 


— * * 
— 9 3 — * = 
— — — — — 8 — G — — — — 2 : 5 — 
= — 
. 7 p O 4 7 2 1 I — Fon. I — 
* Was D — ——— hb Ks” ok _ — 6 hy - — — — — 
— — F „ - . — =" r " — 
* 1 = . ; N — a : —— Eng 2 — * 
2 4 * . 2 - = — 7 
— — — — 1 « — * _ — — — 5 — — — at me 
- * — St. ” — = = — — — — - — — —— _— 9 wand 
— —— 2 2 - — — — — — >» = — — 
r * _— * — — — — — — 5 — 
+ * * N 2 * — * — * . * 4 — 23 7 
X — - — — a — r — : * 4 * — n i = , 
— — — — — — —— - 4 - 4 — 4. — X . — a Res y _ - 
— = R _ — — : 
= — 11 > — —— Ss a — on l 
1 - — — - » * — * 2 
— 9 1 - — 
— - = N —— 
— — IL, - 88 — — 4 
— n = 
— Dr — * — — * — - — — 
= 7 : — 2 — — — 6 * 
. 1 IT, — ” . i n 
= — * * a 
N . 


3 

4 2 
* = — * 
* — 
x a 


IC 2 

— "0 

— 

3 — 


= 


— 


_ Goodneſs? 
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| than that the Terror of Puniſhment ſhou! te 1 


excite us to Conſider them, till at laſt we 


uſes | 
be overcome by their intri infic Worth an 


Relig 
Worl; 
future 
preter 
CO 
* th: 
that C 
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turn 1 


zjeſti. 


War then are theſe Adventures Men 
ſtand with Religion? What Hazards andDit. 
ficulties does it expoſe them to? Juſt x 
much as the Compaſs and Chart do the Mz. 
riner in a long and dangerous Voyage. 
he will be ſuch a Sot, as to neglect the uſt 
of them, or to deſpiſe and reje& them, ti 
Hoiſt up his Sail, and run a-drift as Wind 
and Tide ſhall carry him; if he ſnores ot 
debauches away his Time i inthe Cabin, whe! 
he ſhou'd be ſteering his Veſſel to the Po 
who ſhall pity him, tho* he bulges on the 
Rocks, or — — and not conclude that 
his ion is as deſery'd, as it is inevit: 
ble! An rteligious Man is indeed by man 
degrees a much greater Fool, than they 
wou'd be who ſhou'd venture to Sea igne 
rant of, or Infidels in, the Art of Navigatio 
For not to take notice that a Man, who find 
more Pain than Pleaſure in Life, may be glat 
to be rid of it; whereas every Man Unavo! 
dably deſires to be Happy ſo long as he hs 
a Being; not to inſiſt on the infinite Diſpre 
portion between making one's Fortune for 5 
ſhort Life, and for an everlaſting One: Be 
ſides all this, a Man can't be ſure of a ſuc 
ceſsful Voyage, let him take ever ſo mul 
Precaution, and be ever ſo Careful and! 


ti 


/ 


the Haven of Everlaſting Happineſs, if he 
uſes but the ſame Application in Matters of 
Religion, that all prudent Men do in their 
Worldly Affairs. Or if there ſhou'd be no 
future Happineſs, which is what Libertines 
pretend, he comes off at leaft as well as they. 
COLUMBUS had not the thouſandth part 
of that Evidence for another Hemiſphere, 
that Chriſtians have for another Life after 
this And had he not paſs d for a Man of 
arge Faith, one who behev'd to the utmoſt, 
mere Enthuſiaſtic, Credulous Fool, the Diſ- 
overer of ſuch immenſe Treaſures, had not 
gone a begging from Court to Court for ſo 
any Years, laugh'd at by many, and en- 
ourag d by none. Indeed after five Years | 
dolicitation, their Catholic Majeſties, by 4 


P. 56. 


2 Inclination well improv'd, extended their P. 9. 
Maith ſo largely, as to take Columbus's Rea- 
onings and Probable Conjectures for a ſolid 
ſtem. They believ'd at a venture what P. 53. 
g ht have been the greateſt Falſhood in the p. 54. 
orld, for any thing he cou'd bring as a Proof 
Evidence to the contrary. And the wiſe 
Queen Iſabel was ready to pawn her Jewels 
Father than her Hero ſhou'd not be equip'd 
oor this new ſort of Errantry. Thus Co- 
Inbus was ſet forth, and as it prov'd to ſome 
e urpoſe, a World-hunting. Ferdinand and 
abel liſten'd to his Beggarly Arguments, and 
it happen d got the Mines of Potaſi, in 
turn to their Credulity. Happy for their 
jeſties, as well as for Columbus, that he 
OE was 
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wou'd have play d his Jeſts W 


ple, who will believe no farther than the 
Tee, and who turn every thing that ſuits of, ths 


or no Columbus his Reaſon was throughh 


than one knows. But as Story informs us, 
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was Crown'd with Succeſs, or elſe thoſe 
Great Princes had ſunk in their Charader; 
their ſtrong AF of Faith, wou'd never have 
ſtood the Te/t of Ridicule, but every little 
Writer, in the witty Ages that ſucceeded, 


upon them. | 
Ir can't be deny'd that this is a ſhrewd alli 


Inſtance on Faith's fide; it puts quite out Reer 
of Countenance our Cautious, Witty Pev a] 


lanty, 


not with their Humor into Ridicule. [: 
ſhews that Incredulity does not always turn 
to account; and that a want of Faith may 


ſometimes be very prejudicial to a Man' 
Intereſt even in this World. For whethet 


arabh 
have 0! 
of the 
in the 
Wit, e 
the oth 
Obſcur 
tury, 1 
portanc 
Princes 
vere W 
Hint 01 
aſe, k 
luaded 
Dun P. 
allo do 
FOYS : 
are we 
reedy 
ip the 
res, fc 


fatisfy'd on the bottom he went on, is mort 


his mutinous Crew were far from being {a 
tisfy'd, infomuch that he was forcd to put 
the Cheat upon them in his Reckoning. Andi 
without queſtion he was often tn d a- drift 
roſs d on a Sea of Doubts and Perplexitis 
as well as on the Ocean: Until his large 
Faith, as it happen d, was rewarded with the 
fight of San Salvador, and other agreeable 
—— As a good Chriſtian, who by 
his great Credulity, expoſes himſelf to th 
Winds and Waves of this troubleſome World 
not very obliging to thoſe who look beyond 
it, may happen to be driven into the Havel 

8 0 
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o Eternal Reſt, and to Inherit thoſe un- 
ſpeakable Joys which GOD has prepar d for 
them that Love Him. : 1 

AND yet, now I think on't, ler but che P. 16. 
Search go freely on, in order to find the Right 
Meaſure of every thing, and for ought one knows 
this Tale of Columbus, when brought to the 
infallible Tt of Ridicule, will be found no 
better than one of choſe Delufrons which come P. 673 
md with the ſpecious Pretext of Moral Cer- 
winty, and Matter of Fact. This I am fure 
ob, that the Buſineſs of Religion, is incom- 
prably better atteſted than any Accounts we 
have of America. There is abundantly more 
of the Air of Impoſture and a Tale of a Tub 
n the latter, than Libertines with all their 
Wit, even to Licentiouſneſs, can aſcribe to 
the other. For can it be imagin'd that a Mean, 
Obſcure Perſon, fo late as the Fifteenth Cen- 
tury, ſhou'd Diſcover Places of ſo great Im- 
portance and Vaſt Extent, which all the Great 
Princes and Wiſe Men among the Antients 
vere wholly ignorant of, having left us no 
Hint or Footfteps of their Knowledge in this 
aſe, but many that they were firmly per- 
ſuaded of the Contrary? The Plain home- p. 46, 
pun Philoſophy of looking into our ſelves, max 
lo do 15 wond'rous Service, in refifying our 
Wrr97s about this pretended Diſcovery, For 

ire we not all of us Thirſty after Fame, and 
reedy of Gold, how came we then to let 
ip the means of gratifying both theſe De- 
res, for ſo many Ages? And as a finiſhing 

G Stroke, 


98 


P. 51. 


P, 7. 


P. 6o. 


5 62. 


P. 61. 


my 
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Stroke, we need only put our ſelves in the 1-4 
beſt of Humors, and in the ſweeteſt, kindeft MW this 
Diſpoſition of our Lives, that good Humor 1 
which is neceſſary to underſtand well what Bod 
true Goodneſs is, and then we ſhall find, that þ- 
to love the Public, to ſtudy Univerſal Good, and Stoi 
to promote the Intereſt of the whole World, a and 
far as is in our Power, is ſurely the height of trar 
Goodneſs, and makes that Temper which ue Peof 
call Divine; and having thus ſettled with our Iron 
ſelves, the Notion of what is morally excellent W whe 
Reaſon will tell us, that it is not conſiſtent with wou 
the Goodneſs of Nature, which has no Malice ] bribe 
to ſuffer ſuch Rich and Delicious Countries liz d 
to be conceal'd from us; and our Arts and Age, 
Sciences, our Polite way of Living, and al and 
the Improvements we of this Hemiſpher from 


have made, to be unknown to the other 
A Univerſal Being can haue no Intereſt oppo 
ſite; and therefore can have no Malice: An 
if there be a general Mind, it can have no par 
ticular Intereſt, This is Demonſtration! And bette: 


LE good-night to Columbus and all his fine poſtin 


Diſcoveries, which under the Notion o Gold 
Matter of Fact, and being too grave to bt 
freely examin'd, have ſo long 1mpos'd upot 
Mankind, by a ſort of Enthuſtaſm of ſecon 
hand. For Men are ſo wonderfully happy 
a Faculty of deceiving themſelves, that wha indee 
they find no Commotions in themſelves, no Van call tl 
nic that bewitches em, they are apt ſtill, I an In 
the Teſtimony of others, to be impos'd on, 7 know 
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- led Credulouſly into the Belief of many falſe 
= things / : 
7 Trucks ſaw Peru, nor ever ſpoke with any / 
Body who has been there, ſhou'd not I then 
till be great Volunteer in Faith, did] credit the p. 10. 
Stories that are told of ſo ſtrange a Place, 
and People whoſe Manners are ſo very con- 
trary to Mankind's on this fide the Globe? 
People who for Beads, and Glaſs, and Ruſty 
ron, barter'd away their Precious Gold ;, 
whereas there's ſcarce a Man among us, who 
Of wou'd not part with his Honor, his Soul, 
bribe him but high enough with that Ido- 
liz d Treaſure ! The cunning Traders of the 
Age, tis true, ſhew one a glittering Metal 
and other fine things which they ſay come 
from thence; and by the help of Education p. 11. 
and a Good-Will into the Bargain, I may if I 
pleaſe, work my ſelf up into a Belief of what 
they ſay. Tho' there may-be nothing in it 
but a National Opinion, and it may prove no p. 1g3 
better than the mere Invention of ſome In- 
poſture of an Alchymiſt, who lives by this 
Gold-Craft, and by impoſing on honeſt, un- 
defigning People, who thro' their Ignorance 
in the Teſt of Ridicule, or want of Ability to p. 17. 
apply it, can neither ſharply inſpect, nor wit- p. 14. 
ty Ridicule the Cheat. The Gold is brought 
indeed to that which they who Trade in it 
call the Touchſtone: But is not this as much 
an Invention and Trick as the other? Who 
"FF knows but that rhe Touchſtone may be made 
for the Metal, and the ou for it, to carry 

2 on 
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on the Impoſture the better? Wou'd it not 


then be the height of Madneſs, to quit an ea- 
ſy Fortune and pleaſant way of Living, or 
even a tolerable one, and to go in ſearch of 
this Fairy Treaſure, thro' Winds and Waves 
and all the Dangers of the Seas; to be ex- 
pos'd to Heat and Cold, Hunger and Thirſt, 


and innumerable Fatigues, to ravenous Beaſts, 
and the Treachery and Barbarity of more Bru- 


tal Men ! The King of the Country has ne- 
ver, as I cou'd hear, done us the Honor to 
ſend Ambaſſadors, much leſs his Son to in- 
vite us thither, to ſhew us the way and aſſiſt 
us in our Voyage: Nor has he aſſur'd us of 
a good Reception. There are pretended 
Charts of the Country and the way of 
failing to it, I grant, but they are Imper- 
fe&, and perhaps contradictory. Our ſo 
much boaſted Needle which was to be our 
Infallible Guide, varies unaccountably, and 


Later Voyagers oppoſe what was deliver'd 


as Oracles of Truth by Former. Few are 
agreed in their Accounts, nor has any Man 


who pretended he had been there, ever made 


Profeſſion of fo ſtrong a Faith, as to endure 
all forts of Miſeries and Torments, even to 
the Loſs of Lite it ſelf, in ſpreading the Be- 
lief of this Golden Region. | 
Bur ſuppoſe there {hou'd Really be ſuch 2 
Country, may not we live as well without 
any Commerce with it? Our Forefathers did 
io. The Happy, or as we call it, the Gol- 
den Age, was before the Difcovery of any 


3 ſuch 


. — % ow 0 — N 2 


1 
t 
} 


that have render d Life ſo Tragical. It is 


this, which makes a Man abandon and be- 


for this only Reaſon; were it not for this, 
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ſuch Metal as Gold. Gold, which has been 
the Occaſion of all, or moſt of thoſe diſmal 


Tragedies that have been acted in the World, p. 4g. 
of that Bloodſhed, thoſe V ars and Devaſtations, 


this Unnatural Thirſt after Gold, which yet 
one can neither Eat nor Drink, and which 
has no other Value than what a deluded Fan- 
cy ſets upon't; it 1s the rapacious Deſire of 


tray his Maſter, his Patron, his Friend, his 
very Creator; {ell his Country, and deny his 
GOD; and in ſpite of Gratitude and Honor, 
Faith and Conſcience, or even Moral Hone- + 
ſy, deliver himſelf up, by way of Auction, 
to the higheſt Bidder, ED 

BUT were it not that this Pannic Paſſion 
for Gold is raisd in the Multitude, in the P. 24 
Great as well as in the Little Vulgar, and 
convey'd by Aſpett, or as it were by Contatt, 
or Sympathy; that the very Breath and Exha- b. 5g. 
lations of Men are Infectious; that imnumera- 
ble Eyes glow with the Paſſion, and heaning 
Breaſts are Iabouring with Deſire; that the 
Blaze ariſes ſo of a ſudden ;, and that where- 
ever you go the Fury flies from Face to Face; 
and the Diſeaſe is no ſooner ſeen than caught : 
Were it not that every body almoſt is ſeiz'd 
with this Ridiculous Enthuſiaſtic Frenzy of 
valuing every thing Rare and far-fetch'd, even 


our Engliſh Product, our Briſtol Stones, our 
Tin and Copper, wou'd be altogether as va- 
923 luable 
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luable, and wou'd anſwer all the Uſes we 
can put them to as well as the Gold and Sil- 


ver, the Diamonds and Gems, of the Indies. 


„ 


P. 60, 


P. 37. 


W may aſſure. our ſelves that Nature has 
no Malice. Nothing but Ill-Humor either Na. 
tural or Forc d, can bring a Man to think a- 


. miſs of her. The more we ſearch into and fa. 


miliarly examine her, we ſhall be the more 
convinc'd, that ſhe is the moſt inoffenſive, 
harmleſs, ſweeteſt, compaſſionate, good-na- 
tur'd, beſt ſort of a Gentlewoman, that any 
one can ſettle with himſelf a Notion of, She 
is the fartheſt in the World from Statelineſs 
and Moroſeneſs, or any thing that may make 
us uneaſie, From Provocation or Offence, An- 

er, Revenge, Jealouſis in point of Honor, or 
Power, Love of Fame, Glory, and the like, 


which belong only to limited Beings and are 


P. 53. 


P. 61, 62. 


neceſſarily excluded in a Being Univerſal, 
She'si never out of Humor, good Lady! If at 
any time Folks happen not to bit ber Title, 
or whatever Indignitys and Affronts they put 
upon her. Shou'd twenty Beggars croud a- 
about her Coach, or when ſhe walks abroad 
zncognito treat her with no better Addreſs 


than Forſooth or even Goody, tis the ſame to 


her as if they ſnou'd ſay with all imaginable 
Reſpect, Good Your Ladyſbip, or Good Your 
Grace, ſhe wou'd be altogether as Generous in 
the one Cale as in the other. For ſne can have 
no Particular Intereſt : The General Good, or 
Good of the Whole, and her own Private Good 


muſt needs be one and the ſame, And there 


fore 
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fore it follows, by no odd way of Reaſoning, 
but ſuch as is very Sovereign to thoſe who can 
apply it in certain Diſtempers of Mind, occa- 
fon'd by an unnatural Appetite after Gold 
and Jewels, that theſe glittering Trifles which 
Fools and Enthuſiaſts ſo much admire, are 
no better than Trumpery. For were they 
really Good, they wou'd not be ſuch Rari- 
ties, our Indulgent Mother Nature, wou'd 
have beſtow'd them -on all her Children, 
made them as Common and Univerſal, as 
Earth and Air, Sun and Water. She ſeems 
indeed rather to think them hurtful to us, 
by the Care ſhe takes to hide them in the 
Earth, and to put them out of the reach of 
moſt People. 

BUT to wind up our Bottom, and diſmiſs 
our American Theme. We are under no 
Neceſſity of believing Antipodes; the World 
is wiſer now than to condemn either fide of 
the Queſtion as Heretical. However, I ſup- 
poſe he wou'd hardly paſs either for a Wiſe 
Man, or a Wit, who ſhou'd in good earneft 
diſbelieve, or make any doubt, that there 
are ſuch People. And tho' moſt Men, it's like, 
cou'd they be SURE of a proſperous Voy- 
age, and of enriching themſelyes according 
to their Heart's deſire, wou'd ſubmit to the 
Charge and Fatigue of one; yet there may 
be ſome ſo well provided for in their own 
Country, ſo free from Covetouſneſs, and ſo 
perfectly Content, as to find no Motive 


ſtrong enough to prevail with them to be- 


G 4 come 
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eome Adventurers. The Caſe is otherwiſe 
as to Religion; for all who live in Chriſten- 
dom, muſt of neceſſity ſtand ſome Adventures 
with it, whether they will or no. We 
can't avoid Hearing of it, and unleſs a Man 
be a Fool, a Sot, or out of his Wits, he 
muſt needs conſider it, tis of ſuch mighty 
Conſequence to every one. Upon Confide- 
ration it will appear to him True, or Falſe; 
there is no Medium. Death is unavoidable, 
and if Religion be True, he muſt of neceſſi- 
ty be for ever Happy, or for ever Miſerable 
after Death. He cant tell whether it be 
True or Falſe, till he has carefully and ju- 
diciouſſy Examin'd it, and weigh'd the Ar- 
guments on both ſides: Not ſlightly and in 
A hurry, but with ſuch Calmneſs, Delibera- 
tion and Impartiality as is ſutable to the Im- 
portance of the Matter; that ſo he may be 
| Clearly Convinc'd, Fully Perſuaded, and 
Firmly AS SUR D, and remain without 
Donkey or Hefitancy, whatever ſide of the 
Queſtion he takes. This is no more than 
ordinary Prudence requires; he who neg- 
lects it, has little pretence to Common Senſe, 
much leſs to any Sublime of Reaſon, or to 
Wit, if it be valuable, and unleſs it be a Con- 
tradition to Reaſon and a Sound Underſtan- 
ding. Till this is done a Man can't ſo much 
as enjoy his Pleaſures : A Fool or a Mad- 


man may, but it is ſcarce poſſible for one of 
tolerable Scnſe, who has not quite loſt it in 
| Inconſideraticn, to reliſh them, ſo long a as he 
i is 
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is not SURE that he ſhall not be cal['d to 
an After-Reckoning. „ 
AND this is ſo much the more neceſſary, as 
the Letter is in the Right when it tells us, that 
it will contribute little to a Man's Satigfacti- P. 56, 
on in this World, or Advantage 1n another, to 
believe to the utmoſt ;, becauſe if after all there 
he nothing in the Matter, there will be no harm 
in being thus deccix'd; but if there be any thing, 
it will be fatal not to have believ'd to the full. 
Bare Belief will do us little Service, as 1s al- 


low d on all Hands; we muſt have Reaſon, tho 
not for the Mode or Manner of every Article 


of Faith, yet for the Truth of the Thing, and 

as the Ground and Motive of our Belief. We 

muſt be well ASSUR'D, and know what we 

truſt to, and in whom we have Believ'd, or 

elſe we ſhall never Believe to any purpoſe. 

But tho it be very true that a Faith which 

has no better Foundation than what the Ler- P. 36. 

ter aſſigns it, is an inſignificant Thing, yet 

that which he wou'd inſinuate as the Reaſon 

of its being ſo, is apparently Falſe, and Ridi- 

culous enough. Our Reaſon, ſays he, KNOWS 

be Cheat. The Cheat of what Ipray? Of that 

which Religion Teaches? If fo, tis abſurd 

to talk of being toſs d in a Seaof Doubts and 

Perplexities ; for Knowledge is an Anchor 

that ſecures us from running a-drift, And if 

our Writer KNOWS that there is no GOD, 

either by Intuition, or Demonſtration, or per- 

haps for that a Man of his Sagacity may have 

pry's into every Corner of the Univerſe, and 
: : | can 
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can neither hear nor ſee any Footſteps of a 
Deity, ſuch an one as the Chriſtian Religion 
requires us to believe in, he has made a new 
and very great Diſcovery, for the Proof of 


which the World will be oblig d to him! But 


P. 55. 
P. 57. 


till he condeſcends to Prove it, we muſt aſk 
His Pardon for Reaſon's KNOWING any 
thing of a Cheat in the Chriſtian Faith. 

Nor much better is his other Reaſon, why 
that Belief he mentions will do no Good: 
For tho' that beggarly Refuge, as he calls it, is 
allow'd to ariſe from an injurious Thought of 


GOD, yet to think that GOD requires Be- 


lief, is not that injurious Thought, as the 
Letter wou'd ſuggeſt. But the unworthy 
Thought, which is prejudicial to-us in the 
Caſe of ſuch a Faith as was ſpoke of above, 
is the ſuppoſing, or acting as if we did ſup- 
poſe, that there is no Neceſſity of an exa& 
Diſquifition of the Truth of- that Religion 


which is propos d to us in the Name of GOD 


and by His Authority; which is to treat it 
worſe than we do a common Hiſtory, or Nar- 
rative; for if theſe are made by a Perſon of 
any Credit, no Man pretends to Contradi& 
or Ridicule them until upon ſufficient Exa- 
mination he tinds Reaſon to do ſo. Add to 
all this, that a Belief taken up out of mere 
Neceſſity and Fear, without confidering and 
welghing the rational Grounds on which Re 
ligion ſtands, will never produce the genuine 
Effects of True Faith, even Univerſal Holt 
neſs, without which our Belief, tho! it be f 

| the 
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the Utmoft will do us no mannerof Service. 
ONE may be confident, that none who un- 

derſtand either themſelves or their Religion, 

ever laid that dow a Maxim, which the 

Letter- writer palms upon his Able Men, p. 56. 

It will indeed hold true, notwithſtanding his 


ſefts or his Arguments, that no Man in his 
Wits wou'd riſque a very great Danger, or 
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Loſs, in a mere Bravado, for nothing, or for 


that which 1s ſo trifling as to be little better 


than nothing. To be ſure, no Wiſe Man, nor 
even one who has but a moderate ſhare of 


Mother Wit, unleſs he be deliver d from the 
common Sentiments of Humane Nature, at 


ſo ſad a Coſt as Inconſiderateneſs or Madneſs, P. 34. 


will hazard the Loſs of Everlaſting Happi- 
neſs, and the ſuffering of Everlaſting Miſery, 
for any the greateſt Advantage the World can 
offer him; or which can poſſibly be enjoy'd 


in a Life that muſt have an End: I need not 


ſay ſo ſhort a Period as ours, for even My- 
riads of Ages are nothing to Eternity, they 

will not bear a Compariſon, _ ö 

Bur nothing can be more Ridiculous an 
Abſurd, to ſay nothing of the Impiety, than 
the Talk of Witty Men about Religion; they 
ſhew very plainly that they ſpeak of what they 
do not underſtand. Not but that it is exceed- 
ing intelligible in it ſelf, and the only Rea- 
ſon why Men know ſo little of it, is becauſe 
they will not apply their Thoughts to the 
Study of it, nor themſelves to the Practice. 
Nor is this peculiar to Religion, for even = 
| | a- 
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Mathematics as Demonſtrable as they are, will 
be no better than Jargon to him who is not 
ſeaſon d with their Rudiments; and if he 
ſhall preſume to diſcourſe of them before he 
has ſtudy'd them, what blunders will he not 
commit? To hear a Man who does not de- 
ny, or wou'd. not be thought to deny 2 
GOD, ſpeak of His Auguſt Majeſty, as if 
the. Deity were his Fellow, or ſcarce ſo 
much, is ſo far from being Wit, that it is 
not common Senſe, tis the Ravings of 2 
Bedlamite. A Wit, it ſeems, knows no dif- 
ference between treating a Man like himſelf 
freely, and being Impudently and Profanely 


Saucy with the King of Heaven! Excellent 


| P. 55. 


P. 65. 


Maſters of Politeneſs are they, who ſpeak 
of GOD with as much Contempt as one 


wou'd of a filly Man or Woman in a Coach, 


preedy of Title, and unable to bear the Af. 
front of being treated beneath their Quality 
Who wou'd have it thought, that the All- 
Wiſe GOD has no regard to His Honor, and 
will not vindicate His Juſt Authority; that 
He affects the Praiſes of Inſignificant Mortals, 
becauſe He requires their Juſt Acknowledg- 


ments, which the very Nature and Reaſon of 


Things make an indiſpenſible Duty, in re- 
turn to His daily and innumerable Benefits 
For our Men of Wit, with all their Acute- 
neſs, know not how to find a Medium be- 
tween being fond of Praiſe and forc'd Ap 
plauſe, and inſenſible of Malicious Afronts; 
between uſing their Reaſon Reverently, — 

1 then 


ſtance 
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not P. 
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then as freely as they pleaſe, in contempla- 


ting the Divine Being, and miſuſing their 
Imagination in framing Senſeleſs as well as 
Profane Conceits of His Adorable Nature! If 
they can prove that there is no GOD, or 
that GOD is ſuch an inſignificant Idol as 
the Letter deſcribes, let them be as Merry 
with Him as they think fit: But till that 
Proof is made, it muſt needs appear, to all 
who have not loft their Underſtandings, the 
very height of Folly and Madneſs to treat 


Him irreverently. 


WHETHER the Adverſaries of Religion 


be Gentlemen or no, one knows not; they 
five us Reaſon to think they are not, ſince 
tis evident they do not Act like Men of any 
Honor, or tolerable Breeding. Nothing more 


Diſingenuous and Unmanly than their At- 


taques; for to wound Religion by Infinua- 
tions and fly Suggeſtions, which is Calumny 
and Detraction; to Laugh when they can- 
not Reaſon, and turn into Ridicule the Ar- 
zuments they cannot Anſwer; is as coward- 
ly and faul, as to ſtab a Man in the Back, 
whom you dare not meet with Sword in 
Hand, But that an irreligious Man ſhould 
be a Coward is no wonder; if you want In- 
ſtances look on the Crouds in the Chocolate, 
Coffee and Gaming- Houſes, who if they were 
not Poltrons, wou'd be ſerving their Queen 
and Country in a Camp. Impiety, it is too 
true, may be found even there, but among 
hom? Not in Men of clear Courage, but in 
| ſuch 


109 


110 Ax Exquiry Ar TER Wir, 


ſuch as Fight for Pay and Plunder, who cat - wha 
ry their Luxury along with them, and indulge take 
it perhaps more than they can at home. Whol Gov 
face the Enemy only in the Strength of Ima-· N of t 
gination that their General's Good Fortune GO 
and his Prudent Conduct will bring them of i © 
and becauſe they are aſham'd, or affraid to tra0! 
Fly. And if one looks about them, tis like Jeſts 
there may be found, even among our Letter {ide1 
writer's Great Friends, ſome who might till deſe 
have been Little Men, had it not been for whe 
the Profeſſion of a Mighty Zeal for Religion, iſ to C 
when occaſion ſerv'd. Now for a Man to that 
live by Religion, to get Wealth, Honor and fore 
Reputation by it, and to treat it as Judas didi the 
its Divine Author, Hail and Betray it, is ſo the 
Deteſtable, that he muſt be loſt to all Senſe lit 
of Honor and Common Honeſty, who can beſ mon 
guilty of ſo baſe a Practice. 3 
Bur a Libertine is a Brute in moſt Caſes; ¶ ſepa 
he does not ſhew ſo much as Common Man- ¶ may 
ners to the reſt of Mankind, no not to his ones 
Superiors, to Perſons of the higheſt Rank don 
and Power; for can there be a greater Rude - be n 
neſs than to treat that with Contempt and and 
Inſolence which Mankind in general Re- an þ 
veres? To Scoff at a Being which they Vene- I ter | 
rate? Not to name other Inſtances, the two rabl 
Houſes of Parliament, and all Perſons in O, One 
tice and Authority, can't decently be ſup-: ever 
pos'd to doubt either the Being of a GO, ranc 
or his taking Juſt Vengeance on thoſe who 4.S 
Abuſe and Trifle with his Name. Oe ing 
5 wha 
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what do the Oaths, which they ſo ſolemnly 
take fignify > What Security do they give the 
Government? Do not the Libertine Takers 


of them mock Her Majeſty as well as the 
GOD She Adores? 


ONE wou'd be glad to know of theſe ex- 


traordinary Wits, ſo full of their Cavils, and 


Jeſts upon Religion, whether they ever con- 
ſider d it, as a matter of that Conſequence 


deſerves : > A matter of ſuch Importance, that 
whether it be a Cheat or no, it is ſo eſſential 


to Government, and the Peace of the World, 


that there can be none without it. And there- 
fore, for the ſake of their preſent Quiet, and 
the Public of which they wou'd be thought 


the Patrons, they wou'd do well to retire a 


little from the Hurry of Buſineſs and Cere- 


mony, to get out of the Buz of Wit, and to 
avoid that Diſſipation of Mind which is in- 
ſeparable from Sata Pleaſures, that ſo they 
may beſtow ſome plain Thoughts, even ſerious 
ones, upon Religion. Now when they have 
done this, let me ſee the Man, and he ſhall 
be my Apollo, who after a deliberate Enquiry 
and Diſquiſition, is SURE that the Chriſti- 
an Religion is an Impoſture; SURE that af- 
ter Death he ſhall be N othing, or not Miſe- 
rable, tho' he Lives as he liſts at Preſent. 
One doen not find that the boldeſt Libertine 
ever did, or can pretend, to ſuch an Aſſu- 


rance. No, theſe Good People want to be ſo p. 62. 


AS SUR! D: All their Skill lies i in Obje&- 
15 a other Mens Faith, they are not 
able 
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/ able to eſtabliſh their own Opinions; theſe 


ons; together with an * of Compre- 


are the pooreſt, moſt precarious, inconſiſtent 
Propoſitions imaginable, fhifted and varied as 
Fancy will have it, and as they are preſed 
by their Opponents. For indeed a Man can 
no more be convinc'd that Chriſtianity is a 
Cheat, than he can that the Whole is no big- 
ger than one of its Parts; and for the ſame 
Reaſon, even becauſe it is an Abſurdity too 


great for a Libertine to {wallow ; let him 


ſay ſo, and wiſh it, and by ſome paltry Fal- 
lacies endeavour to ſtifle his own Convidi- 
ons; and impoſe on the Young and Unwary, 
as much as he may; Reaſon which knows the 
Cheat will never reit thoroughly f ſatisfy d on _=_ 
a bottom, but turn him oft Car t, and toſs 
him on à Sea of Doubt ** Perpleniyy The 
Ifs, and Peradventures, that in ſpite 2 all his 
Wit and Mirth, will in every wr 3 hour come 
a-ctoſs him, muſt of neceſſity damp his Plea- 
ſures, ſour his Humor, and ſpoil his Joy. 
THe Divine Goodnefs has indeed conde: 
ſcended wonderfully in adapting Religion to 
all Underftandings. Which by the way, is 
no little Proof of its Divinity, for none but 
He who made us, cou'd accommodate Him- 
ſelf in ſuch a manner to all reaſonable Minds. 
An Impantial uſe of Reaſon ſets us right in all 


Matters whatever : It is the Abuſe of Reaſon, 


a Proud, and therefore a Mean Denial of that 


Haben and Weakneſs which is eſſential 


to Creatures, in Oppoſition to our Convicti- 
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hending what is too high for us, that expo- 
ſes us to the moſt Ridiculous Follies at pre- 
ſent, and to the dreadful Conſequences of 
them hereafter. Lour Wits are Men, who 
pretend. to. be Wiſer than Infinite Wiſdom! 
to know a better and ſurer way to Felicity, 
than the Merciful Father of Mankind who 
made us for Happineſs, in the Enjoyment of 
Himſelf, the True and Infinite Good, can 
peering them! They won't endure the leaſt 
ont radiction in their own idle Schemes of 
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any kind, yet are for taking His Providence P 32. 


roundly to taſt; and wou d inſinuate that all Ar- 


gument's right or Wrong, are not able 70 patch 
up Objections againit it. As if forſooth their 
little Politics were a competent Meaſure for 
the Depths of Infinite Wiſdom ! their ſhort 
Views cou'd reach from one end of the Earth 
to the other, to ſay nothing of the Univerſe, 
and from the beginning of Time to the end 
of it! And having made themſelves leſs than 
Men in the Abuſe of their Liberty, they 
wou'd ſeem equal to GOD by Abufing their 


(and I wiſh he who gives the Advice wou'd 
take it) if before they pretend to aſcend into 
the higher Regions of Divinity, an Air too 
pure for Men of corrupt Minds to breathe in, 
they wwou'd vouchſafe to deſcend à little into 
themſelves, to meaſure their own Abilities, 
and beſtow ſome poor Thoughts upon plain, ho- 
neſt Morals, upon a little Decency and good 


= them- 


Underſtandings! If wou'd be well for them p. 65; 


anners. When they had once look'd into p. cg 


* 


114 Ax Exquisy AFTER WIr. 


themſelves, and diſtinguiſb d between Creatures 
and their Creator, they wou'd probably have 
a juſter Senſe of his Divine Nature, and not 
audaciouſſy approach that Abyſs of Light, 
Phaeton like, to their own Diſtruction. They 
might then diſcern that their Wickedneſs can- 
not Hurt, nor their Righteouſneſs Profit Him, 
and that it is only on account of the Reaſon 
and Equity of the Thing, and for their Ad- 
vantage, not at all for His own, that He re- 
quires their Homage and Obedience. But 
wWhilſt they judge of the Divineneſs of a Cha- 
ratter by its Sutableneſs to their own Affection, 
every Man faſhions his Idol like himſelf, x 
pretty way of being his own Idolator ! 
WRAT I pray are all the Objections that 
Libertines can raiſe againſt GOD, Religion, 
and Virtue, but the Froth of Fancy, utter 
with a Grin and Grimace, and back'd with 
Aſſurance and a Freſhman's Sophiſtry? If you 
offer to Reaſon with a Wit, you find him a 
very poor, ſuperficial Creature; who unlels 
he is allow'd to piqueer upon Religion „ to 


fally pertly now and then upon its Out- 


guards; to pun, and trifle, and Laugh where 
there is no Jeſt; has not one Word to lay, 

but loſes all his Briſkneſs and Good Hum, 

Shall this paſs with any Reaſonable Perſon? 

Will a Man of Senſe ſo much forget himſel 

as to ſwallow it? If our Lerter-writer and his 
Friends wou'd do any thing to purpoſe; 

P.17, they are not Cowards in Reaſoning, and mi- 
_  ffruſt' their own'Cayſe and TRIS, le 

: £3 2 etl 
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them for once ſhew themſelves Men, and not 
Monkeys, bring forth their ſtrong Reaſons, 
Reaſons ſtronger thin we-oppoſe them with. 

» MW For by their own Confeſſion ſome Things are 
really Grave, and thoſe that are ſo can never P. 18. 
be too much Honor d and Rever'd. It will 

not be ſufficient for them to pull down Reli- 

gion, and root up its Foundations, this is 

-W but half their Work; they muſt vouchſafe us 

an entire and conſiſtent Syſtem of ſomething. 

elfe, be it Philoſophy, Wit, or Ridicule, or 

whatever they pete to call it, where we may 

WW find. a better, or at leaſt as good an Account 

of all Appearances, as we do in the Chriſtian 
Philoſophy. Which if it does not ſo plamly 

and fully reſolve all Difficulties, as ſome cu- 

WF rious Med any deſire, does yet anfwer them 

more clearly than any other Philoſophy does 

ul or can. The Obſcurity it leaves arifing chief- 


ESR ws 9 « JO. ov 


" ly from the Neceſſary Limitation of Human 
0 Nature, and Imperfection of our preſent State, 
ls 


which will not allow us to ſee any otherwiſe 
o than thro' a Glaſs darkly, as we are able to 
bear it. But if this is too hard a Task for our 
Titans, it is but Reaſonable that ſuch profeſs d 
Enemies to Impoſture, ſhou'd have the Wit and 


i Ingenuity to yield to Truth, which they allow 
to be the mo# powerful thing in the World. 
| IF there is no GOD, be pleas'd, Gentlemen, 


WY for the ſake of thoſe who wou'd Reaſon like 


" Men, as well as for the Benefit of the Good 
1 People who deſire only to Laugh and be ar 


eaſe, to ſhew us how and from whence the 
H : World 
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gine of the World, if you reject that of an 


quing, ſo contrary to the Common Principles 
of Reaſon, that no Man of tolerable ag 
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World had its being? It's Eternity won't now 


| (paſs upon us; Mathematics as well as Divi. ar 


, have diſcover'd too many Abſurdities in in 


tha Suppoſition. Sir 1ſaac Newton, if your 4 
0 


Reaſon is ſublime enough to Underſtand him, 
will Demonſtrate this to you, as well as any 


Divine, and you cannot ſuſpect him of Prieſt. tial 


craft. Your Self- Moving Atoms and their iſ tha 
lucky Jumble into ſuch a Beautiful Form as fer 
that of the Univerſe, is yet more Ridiculous, 
Shew us then ſome New and Better way of I not. 
Accounting for our own Being, and the Ori- 


Infinitely Perfect and Self- Exiſting Mind, the 
Maker and Governor of all Things. But be 
ſatisfy'd, that whatever it be to which you 
aſcribe Self-Exiſtence, unleſs this Eternal 
Mind, and ſomething "muſt neceſſarily Exiſt, 
or elſe not any thing cou'd be, you will not 
only run into all theDifficulties that you wou d 
ſeem to avoid, but into others ſo great and cho- 


ment will be able to endure them. 
WILL you aſcribe Self-Exiſtence to the iſ œedii 


_ firſt of Human Race? One wou'd then be rior C 
glad to know what is now become of them? I for th 


A Being whoſe Exiſtence is Neceſſary Can: poſing 


not, — certainly he who is Self-Exiſtent I al, an 
will not, Annihilate himſelf. He who gave it has 
Being to all other Things, can neither be to pro 


Unwilling nor Unable to Preſerve his own. tho' n 


Or will you pretend that N Nymphs and luperi 


your 


— _—_ 
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your Fairies, and ſuch like Inviſible Beings, 
are Self-Originated? Now beſides, that this 
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in good Truth is falling into 2 Solid Syſtem P. 9. 


of Old Wives Stories; there are Numberleſs 
Contra e 0 in allowing Self. Exiſtence the 
Foundation of all other Perfections, to par- 
tial and limited Beings, or indeed to any but 


that One Eternal Mind, who is Infinite in all 


perfection. For as to Dame Nature, if by that 
Word you deſign an Inviſible Being, I know 
nothing of her, and you your ſelves as little, 

ſhe is as very a Fairy as any Muſe or Apollo of 
them all: But if by Nature you underſtand 
the Material World, and thoſe Effects which 
are regularly produc'd according to certain 
Mechanical Laws, then you take Refuge in 
the World's Eternity; and I muſt again en- 
treat you to be better Mathematicians than 
this comes to, if you will not be Good Chri- 
ſtians. 

MUTUAL Attraction or Gravitation, is 
one of the moſt Univerſal and Uniform Af- 
fections of Bodies; but it is not eſſential to 
Matter, any more than Motion! is, both pro- 
ceding from the Will and Power of a Supe- 
rior Cauſe. Which can't be a Material One, 
for that wou'd imply a Contradiction, as ſup- 
poſing a Matter Superior to Matter in gene- 
ral, and ſuch as cangive that to another which 


it has not in it ſelf, nor any ſufficient Power 


to produce. And yet this Mutual Attraction, 
tho' not eſſential to Matter, but foreign and 
luperinducd by a Su perior Being, is fo ne- 

H 3 ceſſary 
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ceſſary to the very Being of the Univerſe, | in 
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that Form in which we now behold it, or at 


leaſt to our Solar Syſtem, and as far as our 
Obſervationand Reaſoning can carry us; that 
were it once ſuſpended, unleſs a Miraculous 
Power interpos'd, there wou'd be no more 


diſtinction among Material Beings; all wou'd 
crumble into Duſt, and every finglc Atom, 
either remain at reſt, or elſe proceed in ſtrait 
Lines, according as its Projectile Motion hap- 
pen'd to be at the withdrawing of the mutual 
Attraction. 

Wx muſt then allow a Providence as well 
as a Deity, one is as neceſſary as the other in 
order to the Solution of the Phenomena of the 
Univerſe; which can no more Subſiſt a mo- 
ment, than it cou'd at firſt Be, without the 
Omnipotent Power and Efficacy of its Divine 
Cauſe. It is the ſame thing to GOD to Go- 
vern the World as to Make it; both are per- 
form'd by the ſame Almighty Word. And 
tho? you and I, or perhaps our Betters, can't 
Govern a Kingdom, it may be not ſo much 
as 2 petty Province, or a little Town, much 
leſs the World, without intolerable F atigue 
and Trouble, ef pecially if our Subjects ſhou'd 
happen to be Atheiſts and Libertines, does 
it therefore follow that GOD cannot? A wile 
Concluſion indeed! and ſuch as is ſuitable to 
the Wir of a Libertine. Beſides, if Stability 
be a greater Perfection than a perpetual Flux 


and Variation, as muſt needs be granted; then 


cannot the Source of all Perfection be Mat- 
; 2 BE. | N F ter, 
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ter, but Mind; which Mind, whatever it he 
as to its poſitive Nature, is not, cannot be 
material, any more than a Circle can be a 
Square, the eſſential Properties and Affecti- 
ons of the laſt, being not more different than 
| thoſe of the former. And if a Wiſe, Juſt, 
and Holy Goodnels, be better than a tame and 
careleſs Eaſineſs, which I think no Man in 
his Senſes will deny; ſuch Maaſineſs be- AA 
ing on all hands acknowlede'd to be a De- P. 63. 
feet, a Meanneſs and Imperfection; then can- 
not the great Lord and Governor of all 
Things, whole Knowledge and Power are In- 
finite as Himſelf, remain an idle Spectator 
of the Wickedneſs of the Sons of Men, nor 
forbear to make a Diſtinction ſooner or later, 
between the Righteous and the Wicked, the 
Holy and the Profane. 
” Experience ſhews, that for the moſt 
part all things come alike to all in this pre- 
ſent Life; there is one Event to the Good 
and to the Sinner; which cou'd not be ſuf- f 
fer d, I need not Tay by the Divine Juſtice, | 
but even by Equity and Goodneſs, were the 
things of this Life of any great Conſiderati- 
on, and were there not a Reward hereafter 
for the Righteous; a GOD who in His own 
due time will Judge the Earth in Righteouſ- 
neſs, and render to all Men according to their 
Works. Eternal Life, Glory, Honor and Peace, 
to thoſe Generous Souls, who by patient con- 
tinyance in well-doing, ſeek, and prepare 
themſelves for, a Happy Immortality; But to 
| H 4 | them 


ever pleaſeth Him, it is not 
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them who are Contenti ious, and do not obey 


the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs, and in 
a word, upon every Soul of Man who con- 


tinues Impenitent in Evil-doing, Indignation 


and Wrath, Anguiſh and Tribulation. Which 
cannot but be Equitable, 
Choice, the natural Fruit, and the neceſſary 
Effect of their own Doings. GOD can as 
well not Be, as not be Juſt ; as muſt be al. 
low'd by every one who has any tolerable 
and conſiſtent Notion of the Divine Nature. 


Therefore ſince Juſtice has not its Effect at 


Preſent, it muſt infallibly have it Hereafter. 
Nor will the Goodneſs of GOD, which the 


Letter wou'd oppoſe to His Juſtice, bring off 


our Writer and his Friends: For ſince the 
Divine Majeſty wants neither Wiſdom to diſ- 
cern what is fit, nor Power to perform what- 
poſſible that He 
ſhou d ſuffer His Faithful and | Obetient Sub- 
jects, whoſe Study and Buſineſs is to do His 
Will in all things, to ſhare the ſame Fate, 
or, as to things without, moſt commonly a 
harder than is allotted to the Diſobedient 
and Rebellious, to ſuch as deſpiſe and revile 
Him. 

Now having gain d ſo far upon the Liber- 
tine; as to force him to confeſs a GOD, a Pro- 
vidence, and' a Future State, if he has any 
Rational Principles, any Conſiſtent Notions; 
and unleſs he is ſo 1-humor'd, ſo far out of 
conceit with Afﬀairs, as to imagine that they 


Tim at eee ö and TOE the World, as 


viſe 


ſince it is their 


ſufficiently control his Luſts, for the ſake of 


ho has but common Prudence, who has not 
 exchang'd it for Inconſiderateneſs and Mad- 
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wiſe a Face as it carries, has neither Senſe nar 
Meaning in it; if he is capable of Delibera- | 
tion, and not one of thoſe who are all Air and p. 34. 
Humor, which, as his Friend explains it, is 

being Inconfiderate and Mad: Having brought 

him thus far, it will be to little purpoſe to 

deny Divine Revelation. 'The former Truths 


which he diſputes the Goſpel; and wou'd, if 
he were able, get rid of his Natural Notions 
of GOD, and a future Retribution, A Man 


neſs; who does not keep himſelf drunk with 
Wine or Paſſion; at all rimes full of World- 
ly Buſineſs, or intoxicated with Senſual Plea- 
ſures, without ever 4 cool hour, or any leiſure 
to uſe his Reaſon, cannot but be ſolicitous 
what will become of him after Death. Any 
Light into a future State, any Inſtructions 
how to demean himſelf, in ood to fecure a 
fair Fortune to Eternity, cannot but be high- 
ly defirahle : And therefore to a Man of 
Senſe, Divine Revelation muſt above all other 
Knowledge be molt acceptable. Both becauſe 
of the great Excellency of the Truths it re- 
veals, his own Intereſt in them, and the im- 
portant Conſequences attending them : As 
alſo becauſe of the Certainty and firm Aſſu- 
rance, that the Infallibility and Veracity of 
the Divine Teacher gives, ſetting us beyond all 
heſitation or doubt, when we are once affur'd 
that the Revelation does indeed come from 


| 
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| 
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60D. Which aſſurance is not hard to be 
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obtain d by any Man who will honeſtly en- 
deavour it; there being much better proof 
that the Bible is the Word of GOD, than 


there is of any Fact or Thing whatever. S0 


that if we diſbelieve it, we ought, by the 
ſame Reaſoning, to ditbelieve every thing 
that we did not See or Hear. Our Thuy- 
dides, our Livys, our Virgils and Horaces, 
and other Profane Writings, may with much 
more Reaſon be condemn'd as Forgeries, 
than any of the Sacred Books. And what 
can become a wife Man's Study, what Prin- 
ciples, Maxims, or Truths can command his 


| Eſteem and Reverence like theſe ! It muſt 


needs be the height of Stupidity and Folly, 
to contemn or negle& ſo invaluable a Trea- 


ſure as the Oracles of Divine Truth. Nor 


can they who do ſo, pretend to be good Pro- 
teſtants, and Enemies to Popery ; the Refor- 
mation being founded upon a profound De- 
ference to, and Veneration for the Holy 
Scripture. ” 
IN a word, unleſs Wit and Reaſon are as 
Inconſiſtent as they are Different; unleſs 
Good Senſe and 7uſtneſs of Thought, are not 
the finer and truer Wit that takes with our 
Letter-writer's Men of Senſe and Breeding, 


but that they prefer inſipid and ridiculous 


Raillery, and the airy Fancies of à roving 
Imagination, before the moſt Rational and 
Solid Account of Things, they muſt allow 
Chriſtianity to be that Sublime Reaſon, Tif 
Mes FOO Rey? 1 177 
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Teſt of Truth, which they fooliſhly aſcribe 
elſewhere : And give us leave to defire them 
for their own ſakes, to fix upon ſome Princi- 
ples or other, that will give a better Solution 
of the Riddles of Nature and Providence, or 

at leaſt as good an one as the Chriſtian Philo- 
ſophy does, ere they pretend to Ridicule and 
Rejet it. For to Laugh our ſelves out of 
. little Knowledge we have, will be ſo far 
from being Wit and good Humor, that it will 
be the height of Folly and Madneſs. And 
a Fool's Cap, or a Dark Room, will in this 
Caſe be fitter for us than Buſmeſs and Af airs, 
and the Polite Entertainments of Ingenious 
Minds. 

PARDON me, . if I have ſaid no 
more upon this Subje& than has been better 
{41d by others; Old Anſwers are ſufficient 
Replica to Old Cavils, which are brought up- 
on the Stage again and again, without any 
notice taken of the Defeats given them, and 
without the addition of any Force or Strength 
of Argument, unleſs a Scoff, or new turn of 

s Expreſſion will paſs for it. T will be time 
enough to ſurprize them with new Thoughts, 
then they ſhall be pleas'd to Honor us with 
ir new e In the mean while, one 
„cant but acknowledge their Wit, whatever 
becomes of their Ingenuity, in taking no no- 
s © tice of the Foils they have received, in wa- 
xd | ving the Combat that is too much for them, 
or entering the Field with unlawful Weapons. 
at Such is their Ridicule; which, unleſs in Self. 
6 defence, 
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defence, or in defence of what ought to be 
Dearer than one's Self, a Man of Honor does 
not care to meddle with, leſt he be like un- 
to them. 1 1 8 

*T1s true indeed, that a good Chriſtian, 
though he may not think fit to be always 
Laughing, and knows better things than to 
lay his Ridicule where it will not bear, has 
in reality a Chearfuller Heart than the gayeſt 
Libertine of em all; and good Humor be- 


comes him much better. He is fill'd with 


that Rational Pleaſure, that Solid Joy, that 
Peace and Satisfaction of Mind, which raiſes 
him above, and inclines him to deſpiſe the 
mean trifling of Wit and Raillery. For if a- 
ny thing can, Religion will make us Good 
Humor d; in that it ſubdues thoſe Paſſions 
which imbitter Life; ſets us above thoſe lit- 


tle Deſigns, which make us angry with them 


who ſtand in our way; fills our Souls with 
the Nobleſt Hopes, and the moſt Regular De- 
ſires. It keeps our Minds in a good ſtate of 
Health, and generally our Bodies, ſince they 
are not given up to Sloth, Luxury and De- 


bauchery; for which reaſon we are in a Na- 


tural, and therefore Eaſie Condition, enjoy- 
ing all the genuine Delights of Humane Na- 
ture. And above all, Religion keeps us in 
the beſt Humor, inaſmuch as it gives us a Rea- 
ſonable and Firm Reliance on the All-wiſe 
and Powerful Diſpoſer of all Things, who 
will chuſe much better for us, than we can 
for our ſelves. For what can we wiſh for 
N r 


* 


wn 


%Y & 2 Tr kw 4 += ww C05 


” | f 


AN Exquizy AFTER Wir. 


more, than the Patrona a+ and Nev Sits | 


Favor, I may ſay Friendſhip, of the King of 


Heaven? 
TE Letter, tho' wide enough of Truth 


in its other Suggeſtions, is in the Right in 


this, that IL humor does by no means ſuit with 


Religion. I will not ſay how far Sickneſs 
and Ill- uſage may ſowre People's Blood, nor 
what Influence a Melancholy Conſtitution 
may have upon them ; and GOD forbid that 
none of this Complexion ſhou'd be capable of 


being Religious: But this one may ſay, that 


it is not owing to a Man's Religion, but to 
his want of it, that he is at any time Cenſo- 
rious, Spiteful and Revengeful; Impatient, 
Diſcontented and Turbulent; that he diſturbs 
either his Neighbour or himſelf with any un- 
eaſie Paſſion ; or is ſo Unmerciful, Unkind 
and Selfiſh, as to ſuffer any one to be i in want 
of that Relief which he is able to give them. 
Religion will even correct his Melancholy, 
Spleen, and Natural Moroſeneſs. For he 
neither knows the Spirit of Religion, nor 
what Spirit he himſelf is of, if he pretends 
to it, ſo. long as he indulges any one of theſe. 
And ſetting afide ſome few, very few Inſtan- 
ces and Exceptions, were 1 to account for 
Spleen and Vapors, the reigning Diſtempers 


of our Age, I ſhou'd aſcribe them rather to a 


Moral than Phyſical Cauſe. 


A Libertine, tho' he endeavours ever fo 
much to put the Evil Day far from him, will 


now and then be ſurpriz d with a cooler Hour: 
and 


1 25 
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and then no Wonder, and no Pity, that he 


is unmercifully vex'd with the Spleen. A 
Man who has ſome Senſe of Religion, and 
yet never forbore to take his fill of all the 

leaſures he had a fancy to; who hopes to 
be an admirable Chriſtian when he grows 
Old, when he has feather'd his Neſt, tho 

Rapine, or other Evil Arts, 


by Cheating or le Arts 
which he expects, the way of the World 


ſhou'd Authorife and Anſwer for; Such a Man 


will never be out of the Spleen and Vapors, 
'The Fingers upon the N. all will be ever in his 
view, troubling his Thoughts, changing his 

ountenance, and making his Knees {mite one 


againſt another, in the midſt of all hisJol- 


litys, and forbidden Actions. His Alms, 
which tis like he may afford, out of the 
great Eſtate his Knavery has gain'd him; or 
out of what his Anceſtors may have left 
him, and with it a little Good-Nature and 


Compaſſion when a miſerable Object is laid 


in his way; yet will not theſe Alms deliver 
him from the bitter Reproaches he ſuffers 
from his own Mind, for his Injuſtice, Im- 
purity, and other Vices. Neither Mercy to 
the Poor, nor any other Commutation Virtue, 


will afford him Tranquillity of Mind, -much 


leſs deliver him from everlaſting Death, un- 
leſs he breaks off his Sins by Univerſal Ho- 
lineſs, and does not allow himſelf to break 


. GOD's Commandments in any one Point 
whatever. The Letter might therefore well 
enough queſtion, whether any thing _— 
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ILhumor can be the Cauſe of Atheiſm. For 
this I. humor ariſing from Pangs of Con- 
ſcience, is the true Reaſon of all the vain 
Efforts that are made to be an Unbeliever. 
Which no Man can be to his purpoſe, unlefs 
at the ſad Coſt of Inconſiderateneſs, or Mad- 
neſs, as the Letter as good as acknowledges. 
And let him be as Thoughtleſs, as he can, 
till he is downright Mad, he will always find 
it true, that the Wicked are like the troubled 
Sen when it cannot reſt, whoſe Waters caſt 
np Mire and Dirt, There is no Peace ſaith 
my GOD to the Wicked, 

IN not much better Condition is every 
Man, who dares not endeavour what in him 
lies, to keep a Conſcience void of Offence 
towards GOD and towards Men. If he is 
convinc'd that Gluttony, and Drunkenneſs, 
and Riotous Living in any kind, are Cri- 
minal Exceſſes, and yet has not the Courage 
to deſpiſe their little Scoffs who, wonder at 
him for not going along with them in that 
Exceſs of Riot, which is not leſs a Sin be- 
caufe it is a Faſhion; if he has not Reſolu- 
tion enongh to defend his Underſtanding and 
Liberty, from that Sottiſh and moſt Ridicu- 
lous Cuſtom of making every Man in the 
Company Drink an equal Quantity, and 
with as good Reafon they might force him 
to Eat it, whether or no he has Brains, or 
Stomach for it : I will not enſure him from 
the Spleen and Vapours; not only as they are 
Effects of his Exceſs, but chiefly on account 
„„ 2 | of 
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of the Reproaches his Reaſon will aſſuredly 
make him. 3 RE HS 

IT will be juſt the ſame with a fine Lady, 
who knows her own Guilt, tho' others have 
not, perhaps, ſo much as a Suſpicion of it: 
And tho' we ſhou'd not ſuppoſe her guilty 
of Sins which are branded with Infamy. Al. 
lowing her what the World reputes a Wo- 
man's Honor and Piety, that ſhe is ſome- 


times ſeen at Church, often at the Play: 


* houſe, always punQual in her Dreſs and Vi- 


fits to a Nicety; that Gaming is not her 
Trade, but only innocent Diverſion, which 
has taught her to Underſtand it fo well, as to 
be ſeldom excus'd from making one in a Par- 
ty, either to pleaſe her ſelf, or the Company, 
Let us ſuppoſe all this, yet if ſhe brought 
any Good Senſe into the World with her; 
if the being often told that whatever her 


Wit may be, ſhe has no pretence to] udg- 


ment, and that the beſt Rule ſhe can follow 
1s that of the Faſhion, has not fixt her in 
the Habit of going on in the common Road, 
like Horſe and Mule that have no Under- 


* ſtanding; when ſhe has any Time of Lei- 


ſure from being Buſy about Nothing, the 
Thought will ſurely come 2-croſs her, whe- 
ther her Ladyſhip or her Spaniel be the moſt 
uſeful and ſignificant Creature? A Queſtion 
ſhe will no more be able to determine in her 


own Favor, than which of them beſt anſwers 


the End of their Creation ? But if ſhe has 
had an ill run at Play, and conſiders w_ 
= much 
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mich ſhe is like to loſe in her Reputitiot 
with all Judicious Perſons, as well as in her 


what 


Pocket ; how much her Family ſuffers, and 
Domeſtic Uneaſineſs and Diſorders it 


occaſions ; the harmleſs Wind will inevita- 


bly be accus d, it muſt be in tlie Eaſt, what- 


ever Point of the Compaſs it blows from: 


For wliy ſhou'd ſhe be better inſtructed ini 
this than in any other Matter? And under 
ſo great an Indiſpoſition, tis fit that half the 


College of Phyſicians be conſulted, whoſe' 
Preſcriptions are like enough to deprive her 


ef that Health which ſhe kriows not How to 
ſe, Nor will ſhe ever be free of the Va- 
pors whoſe Time hangs upon her hands, and 
who is at a loſs to determine to what Amuſe- 
ment the ſhall next apply her ſel 
Nov if inſtead of their 4/a Firrida, theit 
Wine and-Frolics, their Cordial Waters; and 
their Lauulanum, they will give me leave to 
preſcribe one ſerious Remedy, I dare ſtand 
Security to all our Splenetic Enthufiaſts, that 
they ſhall be perfectly cur'd of their Spteen and 
Vapors. And this, tho' no ſmall Undertaking, 
may be done, I hope, with a little mote Modeſty 


than our Letter-Writer ſhews in ſtanding Se: p. 44. 


curity to the National Church, which was rot 
it ſeems out of Danger, notwithſtanding the 
Old Laws and the late Declarations, till this 
Man of Might was pleas'd to offer his Gua- 
rantee, But perhaps there is a Jeſt in it, for 
he warrants her no longer than whilſt Bar- 
Plemy Fair is in Poſſeſſion of its Privileges, 
and much about the time that he gave his 


2 Security, 


. 
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Security, as I remember, theſe Privileges 


were conſiderably leſſen d; ſo the Church 
1 en look to her ſelf for him! 

HE Method I wou'd preſcribe as the 
moſt certain Cure for the Spleen and Va- 
pors, is no other than tat very Natural 
one of LIVING ACCORDING 10 REA- 
SON. This is indeed the Grand Arcanum, 
the moſt Univerſal Medicine in all Diſten- 
pers of Mind; and the only one that a Man 
of Senſe can rely on. Now to Live accor- 
ding to Reaſon in a Chriſtian Country, is 
neither more nor leſs. than to be a Sincere 
Chriſtian, and to conform one's ſelf in all 
things, to what the Goſpel requires. They 

who go on Regularly, in a Conſtant and 
Uniform Courſe of Piety, will find that their 
Good Humor don't depend on the Weather, 
or the World: Nor Will they Ridiculouſly 
take Wing, and ſhift their Quarters, when- 


ever the Eaſt Wind blows, as ſame Good 


People do; who find it, I'm afraid, but an 
indifferent Remedy for their Uneaſineſs F 
which they are not like to get rid of, fo 
long as they carry their own Corrupt Minds 
along with them. For if Men of Piety, 


mou d, upon the ſinking of their Conſtitu- 


tion, happen to feel a Vapor ariſe, they may 
be ſure it will preſently be diſſipated, by 
the Light of GO Ds e ſhining 
brightly upon them. 

BELIEVE Him, [ beſecch you, for He is 
Truth it ſelf who. 1 that * Toke is 


. Eah 


I 
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Eaß and His Burden Light; His Service is 
perfect Freedom; His Ways ate Ways' of 
Pleaſantneſs, and all bis Paths are Peace s 
You need but make the Experiment to be 
convine'd of this Truth. It is indeed neceſ- 
ſary that you wear His Yoke, bear His Bur- 
den, and live in His Service if you wou'd 
taſte the Happineſs they afford. . I don't 
deny that Repentance is a ſtrait Gate; the 
going out of Darkneſs into Light will be a 


little painful; and the Changing from a Life 
of Sin to one of Righteoufneſs muſt have its 


Difficulties; But they are no more than 
what attend all other Changes and Initia- 
tions: And I dare ſay you will not find half 
ſo much Uneaſineſs, to be ſure none of that 
Shame, Confuſion and Regret, which it coſt 
you to be robb'd of your Innocence. But 
then you muſt Repent to purpoſe, if you wou'd 
make Joy in Heaven, and participate in it 
your ſelf, A little Holy Water, Tears, Pur- 
poſes, Promiſes, and ſome partial Performances; 
the forſaking thoſe Sins to which you have no 
longer any Appetite, nor any occaſion for 


them of opportunity to commit them; the 


Practice of ſome Duties, ſuch as ſuit with 
your Natural Temper and. Education, or 
promote, your. Honor and Reputation; will 
never do the Buſineſs, nor help you to that 
Joy which no Man can take from you. No- 
thing leſs than the Sacrifice of your Darling, 
your overcoming, that Sin which does moſt 


eakilf beſet you; the utter Exciſion of what 
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ſeems to you as dear and uſeful as an Eye or 


a Right Hand, if it hinders. you in your 


way to Heaven, can fill your Soul with that 
Serene Joy, that Perfect Tranquillity, that 
truly Rational, Solid, and ever entertaining 
Pleaſure, which is more than an equivalent 
Even in this Preſent Life (a hundred times 


more if we dare credit our Savior) to all 


Temporal Enjoyments put together. 

IT is only thro' Mens Ignorance of Reli- 
gion, that they throw upon it that unjuſt 
Scandal of its being a Task, a Wearineſs, a 
Melancholy, unſupportable Burden ; Who⸗ 


ever ſays ſo, or thinks ſo, was e truly 


Religious. Let him not content himſelf with 
being almoſt a Chriſtian, nor ſtand on Terms 
n= ty GOD Almighty, as if he was afraid of 
being too Wiſe, and too Happy; let him be 
true to himſelf, Stedfaſt, Immoveable, watch- 
ful that he be not led away by the Error, and 
III Example, or Scoffs of the Wicked, ſo as 


to fall from his Good Reſolutions, ler him 
but continue in all the Commandments of his 


GOD blameleſs; and he will be fully con- 
vinc'd as all other truly Good People from 


the beginning of the World have been, that 
Felicity which Humane Nature inceſſantly 


defires, is not to be found elſewhere, but is 
certainly obtain'd by conforming our Will to 


our Maker's: Which gives us ſuch an Ante- 


paſt of Happineſs in our preſent Journey, as 


is à certain Earneſt of our complete Enjoy- 


ment of it, in all our Capacitys, when we ar- 
rive at our Father's Court. AND 
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Ap therefore You N oble and 115 
Plants, who by the Bleſſing of GOD 


a Vertuous Education, have hitherto pre a 25 


your Innocence from being infected with the 
Corruptions of this Evil World; who upon 
this account are the Delight and Real Glory of 
your Country, to which you owe ſo much, at 
leaſt, as not to diſappoint thoſe promiſing Hopes 
it has, of your recovering the next Generation 


from that Sink of Vice and Profaneſs which 


this is plunged into: Let no Temptations and 


Allurements, no Cuſtoms of the Great, or 


Many, no Examples no not of your neareſt 
Relations, no Scoffs, or Raillery, out of the 
Mouths of Self-condenm'd* Criminals, de- 
prive you of that moſt invaluable Treaſure, 
your Innocence. To preſerve it unſpotted is 


greater than to Conquer Kingdoms, as requi- 


ring more Conduct, Watchfulneſs and Pru- 
dence, more Courage, Firmneſs and Magna- 
nimity. It will render you worthy of the 
Higheſt Honors, and ſet you above all Diſ- 
graces. It will keep you. in perfe& Friend- 
ſhip with your ſelves, than whom you can- 
not have a more faithful, agreeable Friend, 
nor a more vexatious and dangerous Enemy. 
And what greater Satisfaction and Glory can 
a Man enjoy in this preſent Life, than the 
Approbation of his own Mind, of Wiſe and 
Good Men, and even of GOD Himſelf? Too 
many you will meet with in this evil World, 
who, ſenſible of the Loſs of their own Inno- 
cence, and with it of 15 Felicity and _—_ 
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of Mind, will; endeavour with the Malice 
and Canning, of the Old Serpent whoſe Vo- 
taries they are, and whoſe Work they do, to 
deprive you of your Happineſs. They will 
talk to vou of Wit, Diverſion and Pleaſure, 
As. if they would lead you to a very Para- 
wh 5 whereas upon Trial, their Wit will 
be found the moſt egregious Folly, their En- 
tertainments the crackling of {horn 8, and 
their Pleaſures nothing elſe but Diſeaſes and 
Poverty, Ruin and Diſgrace. The way of 
the World they will tell you is on their ſide, 
they perſuade you to nothing but what every 
body .does, and why ſhou'd you be ſingular? 
But let me entreat you to have ſo juſt a Senſe 
of your Dignity, as to believe your ſelves 
as worthy to Give, as to Take, Example. If 
they have the Boldneſs to attacque your Ver- 
tue, ſhall you be ſo Mean as not to defend 
it! Eſpecially ſince this will be the greateſt 
Trial of the Grandeur of your Minds, and 


true Valor: For to repel Force with Force is 


the Courage of a Brute; but to Neglect, 
Deſpiſe and Overcome what is Wicked and 
Unreaſonable, Baſe and Degenerous, is the 
Firmneſs and Courage of a Hero. 

I allow it is not always pure Malice that 
Tets theſe Inſtruments of Urighteouſneſs a- 


Work; they have their Intereſt and little 


Deſigns in it. They wou'd Rook you of 
meg hates Marry you to their Caſt-aways, 
make uſe of your Honor and Credit in your 


Country to carry on their Intrigues, and Pe: 
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bauch your neareſt Relations. And no way 


ſo proper to accompliſh all this, as to make 
ou Wicked like themſelves. For if you ſuf- 


fer them to entangle you in the Snares of 
Sin, they have you in their Toils, and at their 


Mercy. You muſt follow where they lead, 
act as they direct you, with as little Regard 


to Honor and Reputation as to Conſcience. 


AND when a Man has fool'd away his In- 
nocence, I can't promiſe him that his Joy, 
even when he returns to himſelf again, ſhall 


de fo Conſtant and Even, Serene and Pure, 


as he might have preſerv'd it in an uninter- 
rupted Courſe of Vertue and Piety. For tho' 
Repentance is a Remedy, which if duly ap- 
ply'd, will effectually reſtore us to a good 


State of Health and Degree of Felicity, yet 


a ſorrowful Senſe of Paſt Iniquities becomes 
a Sincere Penitent, and ought always to be 
retain'd. However, Repentance, as harſh and 
bitter as it ſeems to be, is not without its pe- 


culiar Pleaſures. There is a Sweetneſs in 


Tears, and as much eaſe to the Mind in Con- 
feſſing its Guilt and renouncing our Tranſ- 


greſſions, as there is to the Body in throw- 


ing off an inſupportable Burden. But then, 
they who wou' d reliſh Sorrow, muſt be ſure 
that it is truly Penitential; That a Senſe of 
their Offences againſt GOD, not their Diſap- 
pointments in the World, hath ſoftned their 
Hearts, and that it 1s not the loſs of their 


Beauty, but of their Vertue which makes 
them Grieve. St. Peter's Sorrow had not been 


14 Re- 
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ving all Diligence for the future to practiſe 

every Chriſtian Vertue, that in particular which 

was oppoſitę to his Fin, he had like Judas added 

din to Sin. And we ſhou d hardly have found 

1 upon Record as an Example of 
E 


nitence ta the greateſt Sinners, if after ſne 


had waſh'd her Face with Tears, ſhe had foul'd 
it again with Paint of any kind; or had not 
left off all her Meretricious Arts and Orna- 
ments when ſhe forſook her Sins; and ceas d 
to be a Caquette as well as a Strumpet, For it 


can hardly be ſuppos d that they who are not 


perfectly out of Love with all retainers ta 
their former Sins, have that real Averſion to 
Sin that true Repentance requires; or are an- 
gry with it upon any other Account than the 


Smart it has, or is like toexpoſe them to; or 


that they wou'd not ſtill 90 on in ſinning if 
they durſt, 

So far is it from being a Reproach to Re: 
ligion, that we have recourſe to it, chiefly in 
Adverfity, ill Health, under A Afflition, Diftur- 
dee Mind or Diſcompoſure of Temper, that 
nothing can be more for Its Honor. What 
can more loudly proclaim its Divine Excel- 
lency, than that its yery Adverſaries are forc'd 


to afknow edge it to be our only Refuge, that 


10 hich we may truſt to, when all beſides it 
all, and which is therefore the ſtrongeſt Sup- 
port, and the moſt natural Pleaſure of the 


Mind. The Name of the Lordis a ſtrang Tower, 
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ed and Profane Men can ſee nothing but 
Wrath and Fury, and Revenge, and Terrors in P. 30, 
the Deity, who may they thank for it but 1 
themſelves? Ican aſſure them there are thoſe | 
who have very different Views, who in all 
Perplexities and Afflictions look up to GOD 
25 their Beſt, their Never-failing, their All- 
ſufficient Friend, and mighty Protector. And 
when worried by the Sufferance and Anxiety 
which an Unjuſt and Ill-natur'd, an Envious 
and Malicious World not ſeldom puts them 
to, they can refreſh themſelves in the Divine 

Preſence, lay all their Cares and Sorrows at 
His Feet, and partaking of His Joys, can be 
not only eaſy and contented, but even Pleas'd 
and Chearful, under all the Calamities of this 
Mortal Life. So true is the Royal 2 
Obſervation, Great Peace have they who love 
the Law of GOD, and nothing ſhall offend 
them, And'that not out of a Stoical Apathy, 
but a Rational Conviction, that they are un- 
der the All-wiſe Government, Conduct and 
Care of Infinite Goodneſs which will provide 
better for them than they can for themſelves. 
The Religious Perſon being in reality what 
the Stoics vainly boaſted of their Wiſe Men: 
Not through an inſenſibility of Pain. and 
other Inconveniencies, but by finding a Sup- 
port and Pleaſure that does more than Coun- 
ter-ballance them, 86 

BuT what has the Profane and Vicious 
Man ta ſupport him in the Day of Trouble? 
Trouble which Mankind is per 
there 
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therefore not to be wholly avoided by the 

. .: Greateſt and Happieſt Mortal. For ſuppoſing 
him free from all other Afflictions, Sickneſs 
and Ill Health is what he muſt ſometimes 
feel and generally brings upon himſelf by his 
own Vices; and his Friends and Relations 
muſt of courſe drop off into the Grave. Thy! 
now I think ont, this laſt will not much af- 
fect him, for a Man of looſe Principles cares 

for no Body but himſelf; he is his own Cen- 
tre, and values other People no farther than 

as Tools to his Intereſt and Inſtruments of his 
Pleaſures. He muſt however Die, and what 
has he to Solace him in the hour of Death? 
Why the Noble Hope of being Nothing, if 
he is able by all his Arts to conjure it up in 
His great Neceſſity! Annihilation! that Glo- 
rious Proſpect of the Wits and Great Men of tha 
the Age; the Crownof all their Actions; the ly 
Confummation of all their Deſires; the ut- For 
moſt of their Wiſhes and Warmeſt Hopes! fy, 
And yet it is the moſt beggarly Refuge Ima · © not 
inable, it is what 3 3 * ab- eve! 
n that no Man cou'd endure the Thought allo 
of it, were he not conſcious of his own De-} rup 
merit, convicted of his wilful Vileneſs, which] ted 
renders him not only utterly unworthy of Fle: 
anything better, but even juſtly liable to what ¶ that 
is infinitely worſe. Great Minds are full off moſ 
Noble Hopes, their Integrity diſpoſes them ing 
with decent, yet humble Confidence to ex- Nat 
pect a Reward, Nor can it be a diſpute which] 2 By 

ik the moſt beggorly Temper, their's who ar Py 
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not only Content and Pleas d to be Nothing 


after this poor, ſorry Life, but who even la- 
bor all they can, in ſpite of Reaſon and their 
own Convictions, to Fancy they ſhall be ſo: 
Or their's whole large aſpiring Minds, deſire 
and hope for an unſpeakably happy Eternity. 
For Ambition is, all the World over, allow d 
to be the Character of a brave and magnani- 
mous Spirit. The only fault is, in being Am- 
bitious of Little Things, ſuch as are beneath 
the Dignity of our Nature, which can neither 
deſerve nor ſatisfy our Deſires, and in purſuing 
our Point by ſuch baſe and unworthy Methods, 
as a Soul truly Great can never ſtoop to. 


IT is no Paradox, but a Truth which he 


will certainly ſubſcribe to, who will give him- 
ſelf the Pleaſure of making the Experiment, 
that the Life of a real Chriſtian is abundant- 
ly more pleaſant than that of a Libertine: 
For if there be ſuch a thing as Human Felici- 
ty, and that 1t 1s not a vain precarions Fancy, 
not to be meaſur'd by any other Rule than 
every particular Perſon's capricious Humor; 
allowing only that right Reaſon and uncor- 
rupted 


that he is the Happieſt Man who lives the 
moſt like a Man; that is, who Lives accord- 
ing to Reaſon, which is living according to 
Nature, to the Nature of a Man, tho'not of 
a Brute. Conſequently tho he may not en- 
joy ſo much Brutal Pleaſure as the Liberte 

Y enn 


ature, and not Opinion and Vitia- 
ted Appetites, are the Standard of Human 
pleaſures: It will then undeniably follow, 
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he was made for, he muſt needs be a much 
Happier Man. I call the Pleaſures of Senſa- 
tion Brutal Pleaſures, in Compliance with the 


vulgar way of ſpeaking, but I own it is a Que- 


ftion whether Beaſts feel any, and one that 


will never be clearly decided in the Affirma- 
ä a 1 


A Man who lives by Principle, is ſteady and 
conſiſtent with himſelf, Maſter of his Paſſions, 


and therefore free from the Torment of oppo- 


ſite Inclinations and Deſires impoſſible to be 
Gratify d; always at eaſe in his own Mind, 
whatever happens without him; enjoying 
Self- ſatisfaction, which, in the Opinion of a 
great Philoſopher, is the ſweeteſt of all the Paſ- 
ſions. And as ſuch a Man is beyond all Com- 
pariſon Wiſer, ſo muſt he needs be Happier 
than the Libertine who is the Reverſe of all 
this, always aSlave to his Appetites, and for 
this Reaſon to every Thing without him; un- 
eaſy to himſelf, as well as to every one who 
happens to ſtand in his way. In the Day of 


Adverſity, from which no Affſuence or Great- 


P. 30. 


neſs can ſecure a Man, the Dark hour with- 
out will quickly and happily be over with 
the Good Chriſtian who finds nothing Dark 


oithin, no Fears, no Diſturbances in his own 


Breaſt. And ſuppoſing, againſt all the Reaſon 
in the World, and the cleareſt Proofs that 
any thing Future 1s capable of, ſuppoſing that 
his Hopes of a Happy Immortality ſhou'd 
prove a Cheat, they are howeyer glorious 
| ; Hopes, 
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Hopes, and as ſuch able to ſupport a Man, 
and raiſe his Spirits for the prefent, much 
better than Wine and Revelling, or any Liber- 
tine Pleaſure' can. The laſt unfit Men for 
great and generous Actions, to which the for- 
mer ſpur them on. All the Illuſtrious Perfor- 
mances we read of, in Profane as well as in 
Sacred Hiſtory, ariſing from a Hope of Im- 
mortality of ſome,kind or other. And our 
modern Endeavours after Atheiſm, are doubt- 
leſs the-Cauſe why modern Heroes are ſo lit 
tle of a-piece: Like Nebuchadnezzar's Image, 
Gold at one end, and Dirt at tother; Great 
in ſome reſpects, and Little, defpicably Lit- 
tle in the reſt! 5 

Bur what! attacque Heroes, arraign a 
whole Sinful Nation, in which, except the 
Head, there is hardly a Sound Part. Too 
much Mettle, without diſpute, even for a 
hart lemy- Fair Writer, who ſhou'd; one wou'd 
think, ſtand in awe of Indiftments, Scandalum 
c Magnatums, and the like good and neceſſary 
rences, which the Laws have provided to ſe- 
cure the Great and the Grave from the Inſo- 
lences of their Inferiors. True, the Wiſdom 
, of our Anceſtors has provided ſuch Laws, and 
bo has it others againſt Blaſpheming the GOD 
who made us. And I hall never think my 
ſelf too good to ask their Pardon, or to ac- 
knowledge their Juſtice, who ſhall call me to 


us rovided they thew but an equal Concern for 
heir Maker's Honor. 
115 Bur 


count for any diſreſpect towards themſelves, 
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HhBor alas! as to Daring, what a poor At- 
tempt is mine, in compariſon of the Boldneſs 
of the Letter writer and his Friends? He who 
1s free with the Vices of the Age, and pays 
not much deference to Men, who, tho' they 
make a greater Noiſe and Duſt in the World, 
are Mortal like himſelf, can only run the 
riſque. of having his Reputation blaſted, his 
Fortune ruin'd; or of being put to ſome Pain 
and Diſgrace ; or /at the utmoſt have a Life 
that will foon be at an end, a little ſhortned: 
And yet not this neither, without His Leave, 
who has paſt His Sacred Word, that they who 
{eek His Kingdom, ſha'n't want any Neceſſa- 
rys in their Paſſage thither; that they who 
Honor Him, He will Honor; and that ſuch 
as Joſe their Lives in ſo glorious a Cauſe as 
His Service, ſhall be ſure of finding them to 
great Advantage. And what great matter is 
it to ſhew one's ſelf Dauntleſs, in Confidence 
of being ſupported by Omnipotence? But to 
provoke the Almighty, whoſe Diſpleaſure the 
| Chriſtian fears, and becauſe he fears GOD, is 
euer of any oche fee; to brave Dam- 
| nation, which moſt Men tremble at; this is 
Courage with a Witneſs, and the Bravery of 
our modern Wits and Giants! By how many 
degrees does it make them excel the Grecian 
and Roman Worthies | For to Die for one's 
Country, as ſome of theſe pretended, was no 
great Proof of their Wit, Life might have been 
huſbanded to better purpoſe « But tobe Damn'd 
to Save or Ruin it, as occaſion ſerves, is not 
this Herotc ? ;; 
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- Ts: true, Damnation is not in view, our 
Wits wou d ſeem to believe nothing of it 
upon which account a Life to them muſt be 2 
greater loſs than a Soul: But there are twenty 


things not half ſo formidable, which we have | 


neither {een nor felt, and yet in common Pru- 
dence think fit to be afraid of. We ſhow'd 
hard! WY venture to pluck a ſleeping Lion by 

ard the firſt time we happen d to fall 


— his Company; tho after al, ee may p. 35. 


be nothing in the matter, no harm at all in ſuch 
a Freedom. He may, for ought one knows, be 
a Weak, or a Tame Good-Natur'd Creature, 
and all the fri ightful Stories we have heard of 
him no — than Fables, mere Enthuſiaſtic 
Dreams! It muſt therefore be allow'd, that he 
who Dares the On, gives an unparal- 
lelld Proof of his Boldneſs — his Judgment 
too! and does a bolder thing than if ſingly he 
oppos d an Army, or encounter'd with a Mob. 
And indeed what can be done better, or more 
like Men of Rank and Figure, than to free 
Mankind from flaviſh Principles? that is, from 
All Principles, for they are all but ſo ma- 
ny Fetters and Reſtraints, which cramp us in 
the purſuit of great Deſigns, and loſe us ma- 
ny fair opportunities of Profit and Pleaſure, 
8o long as Principles are faſhionable, and 
there's ſomewhat to be got by them, whilſt 
Bigottry to a Profeſſion or Party raiſes Men's 
CharaRer, and helps them to Preferment, it 
may be worth their while to be good Church- 


1 good nn. good any thing, 23 
Papi 
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| Papiſt or Mabometan. And yet ſince the be- 


ing ty'd to a Mask, puts too great a force on 
Native Liberty, it is better, much better, that 
no countenance be given to ſuch ſerious Ex- 
trauagancies, but rather that a univerſal Free- 
dom prevailing, Men may frankly open them- 


ſelves, and give the utmoſt Liberty to Wit? 


To promote this Liberty, is plainly the 


deſign of the Letter, and its Patrons ; and 
don't ye think that the Performance is admi- 
rably well ſuited to the Defign 2 For to do 
the Author Juſtice, he has laid his Bait pretty 
cunningly, and has rack d his Invention to the 
utmoſt to find out a handle for Ridicule. And 
indeed ſince the Libertine Cauſe has always 
fuffer'd, and was like to do ſo in the way of 
folid Reaſoning; ſince the beſt colouring that 
the fineft and Loldeft Wits could give it, was 
not able to ſtand the Teſt of Reaſon, what ſo 
proper as to invent another much fitter for 
the turn, even the Teft of Ridicule, the very 
Application of which to the great and awful 
Things of Religion, is a getting ground on it, 
by inuring Men to treat it with leſs Reſpect 
and Reverence. Libertines have doubtleſs a 
Quarrel to Reaſon, as well as to Religion, and 
upon the ſame account; for the one does not 
fail to reproach them as well as the other. 
Some of their Tribe have freely enough ſhewn 
their Pique to Reaſon; and the reſt wou'd 
not fail ro do it, if the Matter were ripe 
enough. The Foundation is laid in their De- 
clamations againſt Grave and Serious 3 
O 
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for all Rational ones are ſuch, and naturally 
ought to be ſo treated, But Gravity, ſay out P. 17. 
new Inſtructors, i of the very Eſſence of Impo- 
fture: Ridicule is with them the Rule, and we P. 19. 
muſt not fear to apply it in A NT Thing, if we 
wou'd have Security againſt the Impoſture of | 11 
Formality in ALL Things. So that Reaſon her 19 
ſelf muſt paſs this Teſt, and ſtand or fall as . lt! 
Wit ſhall determine; and Men may in time l {| 
be brought to value themſelves upon being 1 
Riſible, rather than Rational Creatures. Fj 
| Our Letter-writer wou'd come off indeed, 10 
by asking what Ridicule can lie againſt Ræa- P. 18. 0 
ſen? which is mere Grimace in him, tho | 
very true in it ſelf; as we hope our Readers 
are by this time convinc'd, and that his Hu- 
nor, tho it had got the ſtart, is too unnatural®: 16: 
to bold. But a fitter Weapon cou'd never have 
been put in a Libertine's hand; it is little, 
mean and trifling, and not at all beyond his 
Strength. To defend an ill Cauſe by way of 
Argument, to make Sophiſtry paſs for Reaſon, 
and Fancy for Truth, requires no ſmall Skill 
and Superiority of Genius. And among 
Friends, whatever Pretenſions our Libertines 
may make to Wit, their Title to Underftand- 
ing and Judgment is a very poor one. There- 
fore a Serious Diſcourſe, abounding with Good 
denſe and Solid Reaſoning, is as little fit for 
them as for their Cauſe; it wou'd be gapd 
over, and thrown aſide, eſpecially if of any 
length. But he who wants Brains to Argue, 
an laugh and ſhew his Feeth with a Grace, 

=_ which 
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Hind and 
Panther 


Tranſvers'd, 


P. 17. 
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which in moſt Companies will do as well 


Anda ſhort Letter to my Lord v (perhaps from 


N 
* 


himſelf) in a Modiſh Dreſs, and with an Air 
of Wit, will take better among the young Fel. 


_ lows, than all the Arguments and Demonſtra- 


tions in the World. Your knotty Reaſonings, 
with 4 long Train of Majors and Minors, and 
the Devil and all, (as you know who makes 
Bayes confeſs) are too barbarous for his Style, 
bus he can floriſh better with one of his twink- 
ling Arguments, than the beſt Formaliſt of the 
Age can fight with tather. Take the very 


flighteſt of them, the mere Steam of a Coffee- 
Houſe, or Offal at a Great Man's Table, and 


it ſhall Read and Write, Bite and Slaſh, with 
any Polemical Diſcourſe whatever; Ay, and 


ſtare any Divine of em all in the Face, in its 


own. elegant Proſe, without giving any of our 


Noble Poets the trouble of clapping it pertly into 


four Verſes! If any Man of Gravity ſhall ſay, 
that there is more Malice than Wit in the Let- 
ter, I muſt own the Writer of it is treated 
with as good Manners as he has ſhewn to his 
Maker: And if it ſhou'd be added, that he is 
taken in his own Craftineſs, there wants no 
proof; for never were there more and greater 


Blunders in ſo few Pages, in a Paper pretend- 


ing to any thing. We ſhall give the Reader 
a taſte of theſe, and ſome of its other Beauties; 


for to trace them all, would be too great 2 


Task, eſpecially to one who is already ſut- 
ficiently weary of it. ET 
Does my young Orator want a ſet of dain- 


3 "Tp 


——— - 


, EN 


Ax Exoviry ArTER WII. 


ty Phraſes? Let him purchaſe this Letter, arid. 


he ſhall have for his Shilling enow choice 
Expreſſions to paſs him off for a Wit, even in a 
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Lord's Company] Volunteer in Faith; Saving p. jo; 
Work; Soul-Reſcuing Spirit; Saint Errantry; P. 31. 
Devout Gallantrys; Believing with any Ad- p. gg, 


vantage of Recommendation to another World. 


Appetite of the Teeth, very different no doubt P. 78. 


from what we feel in-the Stomach, and the 


ſnappiſh Spirit got up in Religion, like Hack in 


his Coach-box. Inſpiring Diſeaſe, which in a p. 6g; 


moment burns up every Particle of Judgment 


and Reaſon : EVERY one of em! The Na- 


tural, as well as the Heterogeneous, which P. 2a. 


muſt be thrown off by Fermentation! Unhapp 
Reaſon ! to be compos'd of ſuch combuſtible 


Shreds, as that not one of them is capable of 


being ſavd from the burning Pannic of En- 
thigſiaſim. Surely it becomes the Government 
to make as ſevere Laws againſt ſuch as burn 
up their Neighbour's Judgmerit, as againſt 
thoſe who ſet his Houſe on Fire. Which 
brings a Story into my Head which I have a 
great Mind to tell my Reader, fince Method 
and Connexion in Writing are out of Fathion 
with all who Pretend to, or Enquire after, 


W 


WERE it needful, Time and Place might P. 9. 


be nam d, but you may reckon upon't for as 
great a Truth as the Story of that Learned 
Prelate, who can give a full account of his Be- 
lief in Fairys; that a certain Gentleman Neigh- 
bour to that Prelate, and not leſs a Wit _ 

| + the 


ig 


. 


/ 
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the Better-writer himſelf, or my Lord ** 
and the choiceſt of his Friends, 
engag d in ſomewhat extremely Material, 


whether at Play, or with a Bottle, in a Love, 
orca State: Intrigue, I will not ſtay to enquire, 
ſimnce Authors differ about it: Now in the very 


height of his Diverſion and Good humor, comes 


there a Grave and Serious Man, one who had 


not the Air of a Fable-Maker, but ſeem'd tol 


in earneſt and to believe what he reported, and 


with a vehemency becoming the importance 
of the News he brought: Sir, ſays he to my 
Gentleman, the Houſe next yours being in 


a Flame, the Evidences for your Eſtate, and 
« the Pardon on which your Life depends, are. 


«in the extremeſt danger, to ſay nothing of 
e leſſer Damages; and I am ſent by the beſt 
Friends you have, to warn you of this Miſ- 


fortune; for ſure. one does not need per- 


« ſuade you to take what care you can to 
<« prevent it. Our Spark, who ſeldom look'd 


beyond the preſent, any farther than to the 
next Hour's Diverſion, unleſs in a Politic Ca- 


bal; neither liking the News, nor the Inter- 


ruption it gave him; and not a little offended 


to hear ſo wiſe a Speech from one whom he 


took to be ſo mean and contemptible a Perſon; 
and being willing to preſerve Wit inthe World, 


whatever became of his Houle, Gc. after the 
uſual Prelude of Oaths and Bluſter, which 
wou'd be no manner of Ornament to our Story, 
Fellow, ſays our Man of Wit, doſt thou 
ec think to impoſe on me, who am d to ex- 

2 | 4 amine 


ing deeply 
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e amine Things by a better Standard than the 


« ſelf, no Pannic that bewitches me; and'tho* 


«© Exhalations are Infectious, I will not be im- 


po d on by thy Teſtimony, nor led cræuulpuſiy P. 57: 
cc into the Belief of ſo falſe a Story, which it is 
not my Intereſt nor Pleaſure to believe. For 


having obtain d the Nnowledge of our Paſſions 
« in their very Seeds, meaſurd well the Growth 
« and Progreſs of Enthuſiaſm, and udging rightly 
4 of its natural Force, and That command it has 
* over our very Senſes; lam fully inſtructed how 
© to oppoſe ſucceſsfully thoſe Deluſions which 
* come arm d with the ſpecious Pretext of Moral 
cc Certainty, and MATTER OF FAC T. Our 


honeſt Meſſenger, whoſe Underſtanding was 


contented with plain Senſe, without pretending 
to aſcend into the higher Regions of Wit, and 


Sublime of Reaſon, tho he underſtood very lit- 


tle of this Harangue, yet was willing to ſup- 
poſe there might be ſomewhat in it, becaufe it 
was utter'd by a Gentleman and a Wit; and 
being moſt deſirous to ſave the Gentleman's Ef- 
fects from the devouring Flame, or to ſpeak in 
the Modiſh Diale&, having ſomething of the 


Houſe-reſcuing Spirit upon him, cry'd out pret- p. 31. 


ty earneſtly, © Your Houſe and your Eſtate, 
“Sir! for GOD's ſake conſider theſe, and de- 
« fer your fine Diſcourſes to a more convenient 
« Seaſon. But our Wit, unable to bear Cor- 
rection, eſpecially from ſuch a Formalift, reply'd 


a little Snappiſoly, © Thy Gravity is of the very P. 17. 
TS? __ 
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common Taſte © ] find no Commotion in my P. 67. 
18 
* not only thy Aſpect, but thy very Breath and b. 69. 


? q 
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%“ Eſſence of Impoſture; however I won't be ſo 


«© ro be laugh'd at, and is beſt cur'd by that In- 
* nocent Remedy. „„ | 
p. 5,9. How far our Gentleman's Paſſion for Ridi- 
cule wou'd have ſerv'd him, not only to AF it 
well, but even to Work himſelf into it beyond 
his own reach, is more than I can tell: But here 
he was interrupted by one in the Company, 


P. 56. ſafe, becauſe if after all there ſhou'd be nothing 
in the matter, there wou'd be no harm in being 
thus deceiv'd: but if there be any thing, it wou'd 

1 be fatal to bim not to have believ'd to the full. 

P. Ig, 20. © Shall I then give up my Preliminary Rig 4 of 

« 7udgment, crys the Gentleman, and believe 


* World, at leaft for ought I know! Excellent 
p. 53: Character of a Man of Wit. No; I am reſolv d 

e 0 try, that I may be ſure, Now the main 
| p. 38. © Point is to know always true Gravity from the 
“ falſe; and this can only be by carrying the Rule 

| * conflantly with us, and freely applying it not 

| B only to the Things about us, but to our ſelves, 
* i For if wwe loſe 6, meaſure in our ſelves, we 
* „ ſpall ſoon lofe it in every thing beſides. Nom 
* what Rule or Menſure is there in the World, 
| et but by conſidering the real Temper of Things, 

| ke to find which are truly Serious, aud which Ri- 
'* diculous* And how can this be done, but by 

i applying the Ridicule, to ſee whether it 1 


. < ridiculous as to take offence at this odd Story; 
p. 1. © I mean to zreat the matter in Raillery, and 
| and not to preniſh ſeriouſly what deſerves only 


who advis'd him to go home and ſee if all was 


« the falſeſt and moſt ridiculous thing in the 
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© Bear br no? But if we fear to apply the Rule 


« in any thing, what Security can we have a- 
a 0 the Impoſture of Formality in all things 2 
If wwe allow our ſelves to be credulous in one 
* Point; the ſame Credulity may Rule us as it 
« pleaſes in all other, Alas, Sir, ſays the Meſ- 
ſenger with Tears in his Eyes, © Your Houſe 
will be loſt e re the Rule can be apply'd, per- 
<« haps it is already paſt Redemption. The 


Horſes were then call'd for, but as ill luck 


wou'd haveit, they had been all ſent home, and 
his Honor muſt walk, or elſe mount upon the 
Cart-Horſe that brought the Intelligence. He 
had no mind to gall his Feet, and as little 
to that Equipage ; ſo the Matter was debated 
till the Houſe was burnt. For nothing wou'd 


convince him but a ſight of the Flame: Where- 


as, beſides that the poor Gentleman was Pur- 
blind, the beſt Eyes and PerſpeQive in the 
World cou'd not have help'd him to what he 
defir'd, becauſe not only the diſtance, but a Hill 
that interpos'd made the View impoſſible. 
Now can any Body ſay that this Gentle- 
man did not act like a Vit, and apply the Rule 
4 Ridicule to a Nicety? How did he know but 
the Meſſenger was an Impoſture, or an Embu- 


ſiaſt, one who had caught the Pannic, whoſe 


Imagination was ſo inflan'd, as in a moment to P. 69. 


have burnt up every Particle of Fudgment and 
Reaſon ! Probably he might be ſent by ſome 
Highway-Men, to draw the Gentleman into 
their Toils; or by a Jealous and Enrag'd Huſ- 
band, or Party, with a deſign to Murder him. 

K 4 And 
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And provided the News was true, yet poſſibly 
the Fire might not reach his House or ſome 
cirefiil Servant or Friend might Toes his 
Writings, | Or ſuppoſing all were burnt, the 
Queen, who exceeds the very beſt of us in 
Grodneſe, may ſhew ſo much of that Temper, 
which the Letter calls Divine, as to provide for 
0 extraordinary a Wit, a Man who refus'd to 


p. 33, 54: . put the Lye upon His Hader ſtanding, and choſe 


to loſe his All rather than to beheve at a ven- 
ture againſt ft Reaſe ſon, what might haue been the 
greate b bro Fal Moo in the World, for any thing 


a e brought as 4 Proof or Evidence to the 

omrary. Or if the very worſt ſhou'd happen, 
it 'wou'd be only the ſpending of a ſhort Life 
in Poverty : , or by the loſs of it, be ſecur'd 
from Want! 


Jo return to our Remarques on the Beau- 


tys of the Letter: Beſides the Eloquence and 
Sublime that is to be obſerv'd in the admirable 


Account of THAT SPIRIT which we read 
of, p. 69. Ask me not what Spirit, I beſeech 


you, but look till you find Ie: Beſides the 


Rhetorick, and all that, there is ſuch a Form of 
Argument, ſuch a Degree of Senſe, ſuch a Tem- 
per 2 Philoſophy, and ſuch Meaſures of Rea- 
ſon, as no Man cou'd ever have attain'd, unleſs 
he had been mounted on Pegaſus himſelf, or 
on a Bart lemy Hobby-Horſe, For you muſt 
know, that - + nee which is an Act of the 
Mind, is as much made up of Particles, as Rea- 


ſon, or the very Mind it ſelf is; ob according to 


the New and Accurate Philoſo wy of the Let- 


ter! 
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ter! And whatever you may think of Nature, 

and her having no Malice, unleſs my Lord XK . 6. 
Correſpondent be hugely miſtaken, ſhe has ſo 
order'd it, that the combuſtible Matters lie pre- P. 69, 
par d within, within Judgment and Reaſon! like 
the Barrels of Gunpowder, Gc. in Vaux's Cel- 

lar, ready to take fire at a Spark, but chiefly in | 
4 Multitude ſeis'd withT HAT Spirit. "THAT. 1 
Spirit of Combuſtible Matters, of 7uulgment and 
Reaſon, of an Inflam d Imagination, of the Pan- 

nic, of Enthuſiaſm, of a Rattle and a Wind- mill, 

or of what you pleaſe: For THAT is a Li- 
bertine, as Univerſal and Good. natur d a Word 

as one can with; and may equally refer to oy 

or all of them. 

Your Nobleſt AGor, and Nobleſt Part, your P. 12. 
Natural and Unnatural, are as good as ever was, V. 26. 
and ſhall chime with the beſt De and Re of 
'em all, that ever little Bayes was Maſter of. 

For ſome Conſiderable Preſence, or Company, ſuch 

as my Lord *** and his Friends, or When it 

can't be had, the very endeauour hy Strength of 

Fancy to ſupp! ly this Want, by an Imagin'd Pre- 

ſence, do ſo raiſe a Man's Thoughts, and inſpire: 

* m eth more than what he Jerks at ordinary. MN 
ours : 


"Hind and 
That every Word hewrites his Spirit ſoar, ns 


And he grows more a Mit, and more, and morè. Trani. 
p- 26. 
Nor is it to be queſtion d, that notwitliſtanding 


the ſound Judgment, the clear Head and the being Letter, 

a frees 2 Het che Panuicis ſurely F 68, 5g. 

* t, the Evidences of the Senſe ſes 5 as in a 
Dr eam; [1 
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Dream; the Blaze ariſing ſo of a ſudden, and 

V. 78, 79. the Eyes glow with the Paſſion; the Lymphatici 
of the Latint, and Nympholepti of the Greeks, 

appear, as oft as our Lettey-writer is admitted 
p-13* into the Inſpiring Preſence of ſome Great Man, 
by whoſe refeription and Example the third 

=_ and Bottle teaches him Politics, as the next does 
38 r was doubtleſs in ſuch gond Humor as this 
» that the Letter was writ, and its Author pre- 
vail'd upon to oblige the World with thoſe ad- 
mirable Diſcoveries, which are altogether new, 

and his own. They are of two ſorts; ſome 

are ſo exceeding plain and obvious, that it 

is 2 wonder how any Body cou'd over-look 
them; and others ſo exceeding obſcure and out 
of the way, that he muſt needs be no little 
Wit who was able to come at them. Of the 
firſt ſort is that Grave Remarque, p. 61. that 
Reaſon, if we will truſt to it, will prove to us, 
that GOD is ſo Good, as to exceed the in 1 
of us in Goodneſs. A plain and evident Truth, 


pected it from the Pen of a Libertine! That 

p. 25, Society bas force in ill, as well as in good Paſ- 
font, and that an Affection is ſo much ſtronger 

for being Social and Communicative, is what moſt 
Men's 1 might have taught them. 
And I hope, Gentlemen, for the future, you will 

take care what Company you keep, for this Wri- 

rer's ſake, as well as for your own. It being an 
irrefragable Truth, that he who converſeth 


1 nion 


I acknowledge, but who cou'd ever have ex- 
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with wiſe Men, ſhall be wiſe; but a Compa- 
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ever have pry'd into ſuch deep Myſteries, or 


© De 
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nion of Fools, eſpecially ſuch Fools as make 
a Mock at Sin, ſhall inevitably be deſtroy d. 
Of the ſame Nature is this Obſervation, that 


the Praiſe of Goodneſs from an unſound, hollow P. 66. 


(he might have added a Senſual, Impure, 
Worldly) Heart, muſt certainly make the gren- 

teſt Diſſonance in the World: And that we can 

have no tolerable Notion of Goodneſs without 

being tolerably Good. A Truth fo plain, that 

we may ſafely conclude that the true Reaſon 
why Wits and Libertines have no tolerable | ; 


| Notion of GOD, is becauſe they are in no de- 
| gree like Him; they will not in any Meaſure 


endeavour to imitate Him. Wo 
Fo the other ſort of Diſcoveries, which are 
ſo very Obſcure, and yet ſo exceeding Uſeful, 
that none but a Man of ſuch wonderful Sagaci- 
ty, and extraordinary Good-Humor as my Lord 
* * *g Correſpondent is adorn'd with, cou'd 


wou'd have condeſcended to Reveal them! TD |! 
ſay nothing of the Antients deriving both their p. 8, | 
Religion and Polity from the Muſes Art; becauſe 
our Modeſt Writer tells us tig known ; The 
Muſes, thoſe Angelical Ladies, whom a Man p. 19, 
may as reaſonably Believe in, as in any Fairy 


whatever! Not to examine the SO NY 


THOUSAND kinds of Worſhip inſtituted, all 


of them compatible and ſociable, till Chriſtia- 


nity broke the Peace. Not to inſiſt upon our 
Writer's Belief, that the great and learned po- p. 46. 


file St. Paul, formd leſs Advamage (in making 


Converts) from the eaſy Treatment of his Athe- 
. : nian 


2 
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nian, and other Heathen Antagoniſts, than 1 
from the furly and curſt Spirit of the Jews, f 
tho he converted Multitudes among the Gen- 
tiles, and few, if any among the Fews, if we 
will believe the Scripture; but not to inſiſt on 
this, ſince my Lord ****'s Friend might learn n 
better things from ſome choice Anecdote in his Ml 77 
Lordſhip's Library. I ſhall only obſerve, that ¶ u 
if the New Account the Letter gives of E 
St. Paul's accommodating himſelf to the way of v 
{h 
th 
th 


Ta TS 


Wit, be true, then there is a very great difference 
between the Antient Way of Wit and Good- 
Humor and the Modern. The Letter tells us, 

that the Apoſtle generouſly committed his Cauſe i te; 
20 this Proof, before a Roman Court of Fudica- 1 
ture in the Preſence of their Great Men and 
Ladies. And what was the Conſequence?'for i by 
hereby will the difference between Old Wit of 
and New appear. Why, Modern Ridicule ve- F 
ry often provokes, and pretends to no more I ſti 
than to make us Merry: Whereas St. Paul's I Re 
Diſcourſe was ſo we# accommodated to the Oc- } pli 
caſion, that it made his very Judge tremble, I bet 
convinc'd the Great Men and Ladies of his In- ro 
nocence, and almoſt perſuaded Agrippa to be © ha: 
a Chriſttan, It ſeems too that the Evangeliſts I ant 
were miſtaken, in their Relation of the Few- WI 
7/þ Raillery to our Savior, when they call'd J Go 
upon Him to Prophecy who it was that ſmote IF Tr: 
Him; and when the Chief Prieſts and Scribes ] 
mac dd Him upon the Crofs, beſides all the be 
Pageantry and Contumely He had ſufferd I the 
from the Raman Soldiers: The Letter-Writer as 


has 


3 
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has better, or at leaſt other, Information; 
for ſays he, the Fews were never pleas'd to try p. 47. 
their Wit, or their Malice this way againſt our 


Savior, or His Apoſtles. % I 1200 
Sr. Luke indeed thought that thoſe People 
mock'd who ſaid the Apoſtles were full of New 
Wine, on the Day of Pentecoſt when they 
were filled with the Holy Ghoſt: For the 
Evangeliſt did not, it's like, imagine there 
wou'd be ſuch Times, as that ſome Men 
ſhou'd reckon it a leſs Reproach to be Drunk, 
. thantobelInſpir'd. It has formerly been thought, 
„ that our Primitive Founders, to ule the Ler- 
le ter Writer's accurate Expreſſion, were brought 
upon the Stage in Bear-Skins to be Expos d and p. 45: 
4 Ridicul'd, as well as in Pzzch-Barrels to be 
r MW burnt; and that the Foppery of the Church 
it of Rome has fully ſhewn, that no Barr le 
Fair Method, is able to ſuppreſs or ſilencè Chri- 
e ſtianity, but only proves the Neceſſity of a 
S I Reformation, and return to the Primitive Sim- 
= I plicity of the Goſpel. But our Writer knows | 
„ better things; theſe are all mere Vulgar Er- = 
3+ Þ© rors, if he is to be credited. His beloved Ju- 
e lian, as likewiſe Libanius, Porphyry, Lucian, 
s and Men of the like Kidney, were it ſeems no 
- | Wits! For if they were, then the Truths of the 
d If Goſpel have paſt even the Teſt of Ridicule, and 
e I Iriumph'd over it. "4 | 
s | Ir has been a great Miſtake, if the Letter 1 
e be in the Right, to imagine as we have hi- | 
d N therto done, that there was any ſuch thing 
Ys Fas the Ten Perſecutions ; No, the Heathen 
12 ; good 


. 


I 
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P. 29. Men! knew nothing of Bloodſbed, Ware, 
Perſecutions and Devaſtations, but liv'd like 
harmlefs Lambs, without any other Force than 
P. 28. that of Wit and Raillery! It is a Supernatural i © 
Charity, even the Chriſtian Religion, which 
enjoyns us to follow Peace with all Men, to 
Love our Neighbours as our ſelves, to Love 
our very Enemys, to return Good for Evil, 
to ſuffer the greateſt Injuries rather than do 
the leaft, and by no means to Revenge our 
ſelves, tis this Religion that has taught us the 
way of 7 one another moſt devoutly; and 
J r 


P. 29. 


entail us 4 mutual Hatred to all Eter- 
nity! What a luckly Thought, and a juſt one, 
is this, to aſcribe all the Sin that is in the 
| World, and by Conſequence all the Miſery, the 
| Natural Effect of Sin, to Religion! None can 
| deny it, provided our Writer will take in the Na- 
ture and Reafon of things (for I won't offend him 

| with the Word Conſcience) to bear a ſhare in the 
Miſchief. It being an undoubted Truth, that 

| had there been no Law, there con'd have been 
| no Tranſgreſhon. And for the ſame Reaſon, 
the Laws of the Land are the Cauſe of all the 


| Robberies and Thefts committed in it; fince 
ii there had been no ſuch thing as Property, 
every Man wou'd have had a Right to every 

P. 4% thing he cou'd lay bis Hands on! N 
That Julian the Apoſtate was great Reſtrain- 
| er of Perſecution, is another Diſcovery : That he 
did not always Perſecute to Death, tho*hedid it 
ſometimes, is what Antient Story informs us; 
| the Reaſon given for this Hypocritical _ 
nels 
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neſs is, becauſe he envied Chriftians the Glo- 


ry of Martyrdom. But together with' this 
Truth, Story has it ſeems, convey'd many 


and great Miſtakes to us, which the accurate 


Letter has corrected! Julian s Reſumption of 


Church Lands and Public Schools the Letter 


acknowledges, but will not allow this to be 
Perſecution, or at moſt but a ſmall one: Tho 
* Marcellinus the Heathen Hiſtorian is angry * L. 22. 


with him for denying the Children of Chri- 0. 


ſtians an Ingenuous Education. And as for See Socra- 
the pecuniary Mulct impos d on thoſe who re- — _ 
fus'd to ſacrifice, and his exacting Money from Chap. 11, 
the Chriſtians; his excluding Men from Civil 13, 19. alſo 
and Military Offices, unleſs they wou'd con- B. V. Ch. 
form to the Court - Religion; Disfranchiſing Ci- 5, 15, 18. 
tys merely on a Religious account; to ſay no- 
hing of his putting Chriſtians in Priſon for 
finging of Pſalms, his Torturing others, and 
putting ſome to Death, as at Merus in Phry- 
gia; theſe, it ſeems are mere Forgerys, Delu- 
ſiong which come arm d with the ſpecious Pre- 
text of Matter of Fact, or if the Facts are true, 
they are at leaſt no Perſecutions in the Opini- 
on of our Letter-writer. But no wonder that 
ſome Men have a peculiar Affection for Julian, 
ſince he was an Ent hiuſiaſt, practis d Magic and 
Divination, by the Entrails of Birds and Beaſts, 


Letter, 
p. 67, 68, 


nay even of Humane Bodys, pretending to Re- 


velations from Jupiter, and Viſions of the Pub- 
lie Genius; was a very great Wit, and Scoffer 
both at GOD and Man. For beſides what he 
wrote againſt Chriſtianity, which he had Hy. 
1 pocritically 


260 
* * 
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pocritically profeſs d to ſerve his own turn, and 
when this was ſerv'd, became an open and 


malicious Apoſtate ; beſides his Spite to Chri- 


ſtianity, he ſhew'd his good Humor ſufficient- 


| ly 1 by the Satyr he wrote upon ; all the Ce ſars 
his Predeceflors, not ſparing even the excel. 


lent Marcus Aurelius, EY 

_ THar the ſaving of Souls is now the Heroic 
Paſſion of exalted Spirits, and is become in 4 
manner the chief Care of the Magiſtrate, and 


the very End of Government it ſelf, is News that 


I am glad to hear. The Supreme Magiſtrate, 
I verily believe, and ſo muſt all the World, 


has nothing more at heart than the Saving her 


People all manner of ways, and being a Wo- 
man, is truly and in good earneſt Religious. 


But whether or no the Magiſtrates who Go- 


vern under her, take care to imitate her bright 
Example is a Queſtion. If they do, it will 
become every Man to be Religious out of Fear 
or Intereſt, or at leaſt to keep his Profanefs 


to himſelf: But that Diviſion is better than 


Union, that Harmony ariſes from Contrarieties, 
as is ntimated in p. 28, 29, that is, Muſic 
from Diſcords,! is what may be receiv'd upon 
the Letter-Writer's Credit, I dare not vouch 
my own for it. Logic, Mathematics, Philoſo- 
phy and Divinity, are now Diſcover d to be no- 
thing elſe but Wit, ſheer Wit, ſince it is for this 


very Reaſon, that Magiſtracy can never pretend 
to ſettle by Law a preciſe Orthodoxy in any one 


of them without ſpoiling it : For ſays the Let- 
ter, p. 30. Iis a hard matter for a Govern- 
ment to ſettle Wit. THE 
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THe Pannic muſt by no means be forgots 
ten, it makes ſo great a Figure in the Letters 10 
To which we owe the noble Diſcovery, that 1 
there are many Pannics in Mankind beſides p. 24. [| 
merely that of Fear; the only one that our dull W 
Fore-Fathers took notice of. For no Body, 
I dare fay, before this Ingenious Writer ever | 
thought of Pannic Love, Pannic Hope, Pan- ll; 
nic Joy, Pannic Admiration, Pannic Boldneſs, [| 
and 15 forth And that we may with good 
Reaſon call EVERY Paſſion Pannic which is 
raisd in a Multitude, and convey'd by Aspect, 
or as it were by Contact, or „ the 
Letter takes pains to prove. Even Popular 
Fury may be call d Pannic (p. 24.) and your 
Hiſſes, your Hems and Huzzas are as truly 
Pannic as any of the Paſſions ſo lately digni- 
fy'd with that Title ! | 

very much queſtion, ſays our Writer, p. 38, 35. 
whether any thing beſides Ill-Humor, can b 
the Cauſe of Atheiſm. And Good-Humor, as 
he tells us a little before, is the beſt Forn- 1 
dation of Piety and True Religion. Now ſince | [| 
II- Humor is with him a Grave, Serious, For. 1 
mal thing, and Good-Humor conſiſts in Rail- 
lery, and making Ridicule the meaſure of eve- | 
5 ry thing, by Conſequence your Grave, Seri- | | 
A ous Men are Atheiſts, and your W Itty Drolls {! 
8 and Buffoons the only Men of Religion; a | 
d Notable Diſcovery! But that 1/-Humor gives l 
Ee us I Thoughts of 4 Supreme Manager, is - Wh 
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„what (I believe) many People have obſeryd. 
1 A Man in Good-Humor is like a Man in Place, 
E * he 


P. 15. 
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he treats his GOD, as this does his Prmce 


with profound Deference, ſo long as the hap- 
py Seaſon laſts, and every thing goes as lie 


wiſhes: But turn the Tables, and he who 


was once moſt Good and Gracious is all of a 


ſudden. the Reverſe. No Invective againſt 


the Prince's Miniſtry is ſpar'd, nor even a- 
gainſt Providence it felf, So true, when ap- 


ply'd to the Generality of Mankind, is that 


which Satan very falſly aid of Fob, Put forth 
thy Hand, and touch him, an he will curſe 


ihec to thy Face. 


Ap having mention'd Fob, I beg leave 
to do him Juſtice, that his Memory may not 


ſuffer by Miſrepreſentations, as his Righte- 
ous Soul did formerly by the Inhumane U- 
age of his Injurious and Unmerciful Friends. 


The Letter will have it to be undeniable that 


Job makes bold enough with GOD, and take: 
his Providence roundly to task Which might 
paſs upon us if we were Romaniſts; or 
liv'd in Japan, upon condition of parting 
with our Bibles. But in 2 free Nation, fuch 
as ours, where Impoſture has no Privilege; 1 
Writer who regards his Reputation, or has 
any to loſe, muſt not on Strength of Memo- 


ry, or Conjecture, or (what is of late thought 
Demonſtrative) by Strength of Deſire affirm, 
that which every body can diſprove. For 


tho' ſome bitter Complaints fell from Jol, 


which his Merciful Judge indulg'd to the In- 
firmity of humane Nature, and his ſurpri- 
ſing and moſt grievous Afflictions; tho' the 

e vexatloùs 
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to dig a Pit for their Friend 
to Impatience, Reſentment and Uncharity, 
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vexatious Calumnies, and falſe, Applications 
of known Truths, with which his hard- 


hearted Viſitants continually teiz d him, ex- 


torted ſome impatient and leſs conſider” Ex. 
preſſions from him in the Bitterneſs of his 
Soul; yet is he far, very far from any ſuch 
profane Freedom towards his Maker, as Our 
Modern Wits allow themſelves. On the con- 
trary he vindicates Providence on the Conſi- 
deration of a Future State; Anſwers all the 
Objections againſt it, which are commonly 
drawn from ſuch falſe Arguings, as the Short- 
neſs of Mens Views and their ſenſual Incli- 
nations expoſe them to. 

' WE have indeed a Notable Inſtance of true 
Fortitude and Magnanimity in Fob; and in 
his Friends of that poor ſpirited Inſolence 
and Inhumanity, with which the Proſperous 
do commonly conſole the Afflicted. His 
Friends ſcorn d him, as he complains, not for 
any Demerit, or Injuſtice in his hands, but 
merely becauſe he was in Miſery. They 
made themſelves ſtrange tinto him; they heap e 
up Words againſt, and ſhook their Heads at 


him; they gap'd upon him with their Months, 
and ſmote him upon the Cheek reproachfully ; 


that is, in Modern Phraſe, they Ridicul'd 
him. And pretending to pay him a Viſit of 
Condolance, yet were they not aſham'd to mag- 
nify themſelves againſt him; to overwhelm him 
who was already loaded with Miſery, and 
to tempt him 


I. 2 by 
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by their Barbarous Inhumanity. They dealt 
deceitfully with him as a Brook, to which 

he elegantly compares them, running over 
with Love and Service when he had no oc- 
caſion for't, and failing him in the time of 
need. Yet was not this truly Heroic Sove- 
reign of himſelf and his Dunghil brought ſo 
low as to ſneak to them, he does not aſk 
them to give him of their Subſtance; nor 
with humble Reſignation ſubmit to the Supe- 
rior Wiſdom of Men, whoſe Art conſiſts in 
raiſing Expectations and Diſappointing them. 
But he makes bold to equal himſelf even to 
theſe Great Men in the height of their Pro- 
ſperity, when he was but a poor forlorn 
Wretch, ſtript of every thing, even of the 
Comfort of a Faithful Compaſſionate Friend. 


And roundly tells theſe grave Maſters of Sen- 


tences, ſo ready to preſcribe to others, and 
ſo forgetful of their own Duty, that they 
were Forgers of Lyes, and Phyſicians of no 
Value. The only Requeſt he condeſcends to 
make them, is that they wou'd leave him 80 
himſelf, and let ome on him what wou'd. He 
asks no more than to be deliver'd from the 
Impertinency and Importunity of Mercileſs 
Mankind, that he might pour out his Com- 
plaint to that Benign Being, whoſe Mercy is 
Infinite, as his Majeſty. | 
PRHVYSICIANS and their Patients are ex- 
tremely oblig'd to our Letter-Mriter, for his 
accurate account of the Natural Riſe of Va- 
pors, p. 25. And for his kind Intimation that 
1 Diſeaſes 
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fectious, p. 24. And left the Doctors in that 


baue its Liberty, where the Freedom of Rail- : | 
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Diſeaſes may be ſeen, and that Looks are in- | | 


Faculty, ſhou'd be ſo 1ll-natur'd as not to pro- 
vide a Preſervative againſt ſo dangerous a: 
Diſeaſe as that which is caught as ſoon as 
ſeen, our Charitable Writer has kindly deli- 
ver d the only Remedy againſt Splenetic Hu- P. 31. 
mors But yet ſo like a right Adept, and in 
ſuch Noble and Myſterious Terms, that 
there 1s no fear that a vulgar Reader will 
ever find out the Proceſs. Hear it then ;, 
FOR againſt Serious Extravagancies and 
Splenetic Humors, there is no Remedy but 
THIS, fays my Author; THIS will cer- 
tainly do! If you aſk what THIS is? En- 
quire, I pray you, of the Context, and it 
will tell you, that this Wit, this Liberty, 
this Raillery, one of them will infallibly do 
the Buſineſs, but which of them; till you 
have ſought, and labour'd, and made a hun- 
dred Experiments, you are not like to 
know. pn, 

THIS Period is indeed extremely worth 
one's Notice. Our Public Spirited Writer, 
in his great Zeal to ſave Men's Senſe and to 
preſerve Wit at all in the World, tor Univer- 
{ai Good, aſſures us, that the only way ig to 
give Liberty to Wit; and that Wit can never 


lery is taken away, in ANY Caſe, as he de- 
clares elſewhere, when he aſks what Secu- 
rity we can have againſt the Impoſture of For- 
mality in ALL 1 GS, F we fear ta 2 
23 p 


* 94 


| off the Rule, 8 Ridicule, ) in ANY. 


P. 67. 


At 3 rr Wir. 


HIN G? 5. 19. Now ſuppoſe.a Reader 
as zealous for the Liberty of Wit, as my 
Lord ***'s Friend; or x's Lordſhip him- 
ſelf can be, and careful not to he led cre- 
didoniſly into any ſort of | Belief, nor impos'd 


© Tipon by the Teſtimony of others; one who is 


p. ult. 


Rehearſal. 


P. 12. 


— — — — 


a free Thinker, and neither Prieft-ridden nor 
Lorad-ridden:  fnding- no Commotion in him- 
ſelf, uo Pannic that bewitches him, is afraid 
of 2 fort of Ent huuſinſi of ſecand band, as he 
very well may, my Lord's Correſpondent 
having of ſter all, in ſome meaſure juſtify'd En- 
2222 a pe 4 1 5 ownd the Word,. (whether for 
Welſh: or Arabic, for a Rattle, or x Hobby- 
Horde, it matters not) nay even pleaded an 
Inpulſe, as the beſt Apology he cou'd make 
for his Letter - Suppoſe ſuch a Reader ſhou'd 
aſk a Reaſon why that unlimited Freedom of 
Raillery is ſo eftential to the Liberty, and 
even to the very Being of Nit? Why, if he 
will have a Reaſon he ſhall have a Rae ; 
not a common one, but New Wir, ſuch as 
will Elevate and Surprize, without Thinking 
and Senſe; the very ſame that little Bayes, 


and others in Imitation of him, are us'd to 
write for ſome Perſons of Quality, and pecu- 
iar Friends of theirs, that og; greens what 


Flame and Power in Writing is. He ſhall 
have a Specimen of that Sublime of Reaſon, 
That Power of Eloquence, which you know who, 
diſcovers in Public upon occaſion; who with 
other Great Men are ſure to do, ſuch — 

| thors 
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thors the Right to approve. of what they do! 
Enter therefore Reaſon, with your Uſher 


FOR, and ſay why Wit can never have its p. zi. 


| Liberty where the Freedom, of Raillery is ta- 
ken away! See here ſhe comes; FOR againſt 
Serious Extravagancies and Splenetic Humors 
there is no Remedy but this ! Admirably Rea- 
ſon'd! T Steeple is the Cauſe of 
Goodwin Sands. What a Multitude of in- 
comparable Arguments might be made after 
this Model ! For Example, There is no ſuch 
thing as Religion, or none worth minding 3 
FOR, a Letter has been writ concerning En- 
thuſs aſm! Laws and Government are. mere 
Fables, or a very Nuifance; FOR there 
have been Men who have deſpis'd their Au- 
thority and Power! Who wou'd not have 
fancy'd when that mighty FOR appear'd, 
that the Leiter was about to prove, that 
Wit is ſuch a Beaſt of Prey, as can't poſſi- 
bly ſubſiſt unleſs it may ſeize upon every 
thing? But whether or no it be his Mean- 
ing, that every Man muſt be allow'd to do 
what is Right in his own Eyes, in order to 
preſerve that Liberty in Wit he pleads for, 
5 Lord and himſelf may know; [ hum: 
_ bly confeſs, this Excellent Reaſoning is a 
Flight above my Apprehenſion. However, 
the? this Ingenious Writer, docs not creep 
ſervilely after Senſe, nor offer you a Formal 
Reaſon ; yet to ſhew his Good Humor he has 

done what's full as well, given you a Re- 
cipe for the Vapors ! 5 
„ Bur 
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Bur whatever his Recipe may prove, his 
way of Writing is without doubt incompa- 
rable. We have indeed, ſays he, full Power 
aber ALL OTHER Modifications of Spleen, 
p. 31. Common Authors, who gravely fol- 
low, Senſe and Reaſon, do uſually refer their 
little Words, their THIS K OTHER's, T's, 
and the like, to ſomewhat going before ; 
The Letter is above ſuch - ormality , an 
ſcorns a Reader who has not Wit' to do 
fuch little things himſelf, without an Au- 
thor's Aſſiſtance. Therefore if you aſk the 
Context what thoſe OTHER Modifications 
are, over which we have no Power, at leaſt 
mot Full Power; Why it will anſwer, Serious 
Exiravagancies and Splenetic Humors! If this 
ſeems a little odd to you, look higher for the 
OTHER excepted Mod! cations; and you 
will ind, Railery, Liberty and Wit in your 
way; and thefe, or nothing, muſt be the 
Eubuff 1aſims, and Modifications of Spleen over 
which tee have not full Power! 

As to Power, we have been ignorant of the 


full extent of the Magiſtrate's till the Letter 


appear d. For no Body, dare ſay, ever ima- 
ind that his Sword or Faſces had any thing 
to do, either by way of curing or increaſing, 
Conufrons in Nature, Storms, Earth quakes, or 
other amazing Pr odic vs! A groſs piece of Ig- 
norance! the Letter informs us better. For 
having afſign'd theſe, and other Melancholy Oc- 
22 07:5, as the C 21000 of the Pannic and Va apors, 
. 255 in the next Page he tells us, that for the 
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Magiſtrate to apply a Serious Remedy, wou d 
be only to encreaſe the VERY CAUSE 4 the 


Pannic and Vaporous Diſtemper ! to bring 
down more Storms, and Prodigys, to raiſe 


Earthquakes and Convulſions among us! 
To have a Notion, is a vulgar Expreſſion ; 


1 


he who wou d ſpeak 9 muſt talk of P. Co. 


having ſettled with himſelf a Notion. For No- 


tions, like Widows, are valu'd only according 


to their Settlement, they are nothing in them- 
ſelves, mere Idols of our Brains, and mean 
no more than we think fit to have them. 
Hence it is that the Letter, p. 40. wants a lit- 
tle Explanation. It tells us, that unleſs a Sa- 
cred Author in our Religion, had aſſur d us that 
the Spirit of Love and Humanity is above that 
of Martyrs, one might be a little ſcandaliz'd 
perhaps at the Hiſtory of many of our Primitive 
Confeſſors and Martyrs, I wou'd be glad to 
have his Opinion whether they acted accord- 
ing to that Spirit of Love or not? If they 
did, where is the Scandal? If they did not, 
there 1s Scandal, I confeſs ; but the Autho- 
rity of a Sacred Author is ſo far from excu- 
fing it, that it is occafion'd, or at leaſt height- 
ned by this very Authority, in that the Pra- 
ice appears fo different from the Rule. 

Ax honeſt Heathen might have been ſcan- 
daliz'd at Chriſtianity it ſelf, had it taught 


any thing Immoral or Inhumane; but not fo 


much at its Diſciples for Practiſing what their 
Religion taught, On the other hand, by how 
5 1 
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much the more Excellent its Precepts are, he 
wou'd be ſo much the more Scandaliz'd at 


the Contradictory Lives of its Eulen But 


GOP he thanked, our Primitive Confeſſors 


and Maxtyrs ſet no ſuch ill Example. Ler 


none of gh ſuffer , as an Evil-Doer,,. ar as 4 


Buſy· Body in other Men's Matters, (a Facti- 


aus Party- man) but if any Man ſuffer 0.48 
Chriſtian, let him not be aſham'd. This was the 
Rule; and never was there any ſo faithfully 
tranſcrib'd by ſuch 2 Multitude of Men and 


Women. If: a few ignorant Zealots happen'd 


P. 5, 6. 


now and then, and it was but ſeldom, to for- 
get the Precepts of their Religion; they were 
always diſownd and cenſur d by their Go- 
vernors and Fellow-Chriſtians. 

Now. for a little Manners , If we follow 


the Example the Letter gives us, tis the beſt 
8 in the World to entertain our Bet- 


ters with a fort of Idle Thoughts, our Sleep- 
ing or Waking Dreams! To let them know 


What zbey may, and what _ may not 75 


P. 14. 


and what they muſt certainly have * 
to tell the World, we may juſtifiably treat 
them, -with the Intimacy and Freedom f abu- 
ſing all that's Sacred, and make them the 
Confidents of our Sins and F ollys! This is a 
new way of Addreſs and Breeding, it muſt 
be own'd, and ſuch as Men of Quality wou'd 
not have endur d in former Ages. 

Bur what if our Writer's Artillery does 
Religian'n no manner of hurt, and is 913 

VE 
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velld againſt Enthuſiaſm, as the Title im- 
ports? I wiſh it may prove ſo, for the poor 
Gentleman's ſake; for if it be otherwiſe, the 
Wit of his Letter. will be no equivalent for 
the Profaneneſs: Let us ſee then his account 


of \Enthuſtaſm. By p. 27. one "wou'd take it 
to be nothing elſe but Perſecution, from what - 
ever hand it comes, whether the Magiſtrate 
perſecutes the People, or they the Magi- 
ſtrate: For, ſays the Letter, to deny the Ma- 


ęiſtrate a Worſhip, or take away a National 


Church, is as mere Enthuſiaſm as the Notion 
which ſets up Perſæcution. Whence it fol- 
lows, that whatever Privilege the good Peo- 
ple may claim, Magiſtrates muſt not pretend 


to be owt of the hearing of a Deity, Their FP. $8. 


Underſtandings ought to be {uperior to thoſe 
odd and contrary Storys, which (as it ſeems) 


puzzle little Wits. They thou'd Anow that 


there is a GOD, for if they Diſbelieve or 
Doubt, it will be the moſt Ridiculous For- 
mality in the World to Worſhip one. Magi- 
ſtrates, in a word, muſt neither be Atheiſts 
nor Deiſts, for theſe good People have no 
manner of occaſion for a Worſhip, or a Na- 
tional Church, twoud be highly Ridiculous 


in them to pretend to any: Whereas, ac- 


cording to the Letter, a Church and a Wor- 
{hip are ſo abſolutely neceſſary to the Magi- 


ſtrate, that he can't be without them, if he 


means to guard againſt Enihu/raſm. 


AGAIN, 
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AGAIN, there is a Noble Entbuſiaſin, which 


is the Spirit the Philoſopher allots to Heroes, 


Stateſmen, Poets, Orators, Muſicians, and even 
Philoſophers themſelves; nor can we forbear 
aſcribing to it whatever is greatly perform'd 
in any of theſe ways. Who wou'd not be 
found among ſuch good Company! Nay En- 


tbuſiaſm is ſo wonderfully Powerful and Ex- 


tenſive, as it may very well be, if it is a Na- 


tural Paſſion, that even Atheiſm it ſelf is not 


exempt from it. For, as ſome haue well re- 
marqu'd, there have been Enthuſiaſtical A- 
theiſts, (p. 80,81.) and my great Lord *** 
himſelf has his Enthiiſiaſtic Friend, (p. ult.) 
And yet as Natural as Enthuſiuſin is in one 


Page, we are told in another, that it is a 


Diftemper ! As near a-kin as it is to Super- 

ition, and as much as it expoſes us to it, 
(p. 67.) a Philoſopher, no meaner Man than 
Lucretius, may bend the whole: Force of bis 
Philofophy againſt Superſtition, and yet leave 
room for viſionary Fancy, and indirefly tole- 
rate Ent hi ſſaſin! With Reverence to He- 
roes and State ſmen, & c. be it ſpoken, Madl. 
men is but anorher word for Enthuſiaſto, ſee 
p. 70. Fanatics, and Drunkards too come un- 


der this Character; and therefore no won- 


der that af Nations haue bad their Lympha- 
tics of ſome kind or other, (p.77.) There is 4 
Melancholy which accompanys ALL Enthu- 
ſiaſin, (p. 21.) and a Devout Melancholy or 
Enthuſiaſm, which requires more yr 

ans 
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and Thoughtful Practice, to fix it ſelf in 4 


Temper, and grow Habitual, than People who 
are all Air and Humor can afford : And yet 


ſo neceſſary is this Devour Melancholy, or, if 
you pleaſe, this Serious Temper, that one 


can't be deliver'd from this Habit, but at the 


ſad Coft of Inconſiderateneſs, or Maaneſs. 


(P. 34) 
Jo finiſh our account of Enthuſiaſm, it is 
as different from true Religion, as Falſhood 


is from Truth, Darkneſs from Light. For, 


ſays the Letter, p. 8 1. Inſpiration is a REAL 


Feeling of the Divine Preſence, and Enthu- 
ſuſin a FALSE one. There is then ſuch a 
thing as Divine Inſpiration, quite contrary 
to Fanatical Viſions, otherwiſe our Writer's 
Diſtinction is groundleſs. Nor cou'd he, 
with any tolerable Senſe, have diſtinguiſh'd 
between Enthuſiaſm, and Piety and true Reli- 
gion, as he does, not only when he tells us, 
that the Antients tolerated Futhuſiaſts of all 
kinds, p. 28, Whereas every Body knows 
that Chriſtianity was cruelly Perſecuted, and 


ſometimes by Philoſophical Emperors: But 


even more expreſly p. 25. And again, p. 35. 
by aſſigning good Humor as the beſt Foun- 
dation for Religion, and the beſt Security a- 
gainſt Enthuſiaſm ; and after ſo plain a Di- 
ſtinction, ro confound them wou'd be to 
contradict himſelf as well as Truth. The 


Divine Preſence is Real, and Felt to be ſo, in 


Inſpiration truly ſuch; whereas that Preſence 
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is but Ing in d, or Pretended to in Enthu- 
ſiaſm.. So that Divine Revelation is as. dif- 
ferent from Enthuſiaſm, as any thing what- 
ever can be from the falſe and hypocritical 
Pretence to it. The Letter pretends indeed, 
that Divine Inſpiration cannot eaſily be diſtin- 
guiſb d, by its outward Marks, from Enthu- 
Jaſm , and that the Paſſion they raiſe is much 
alike. Now I care not if for once I allow 
him, that they are juſt as like as a Dream is 
to what we Do and Say when awake: And 
if he will be ſo good Humor'd as never to 
Eat and Drink but in a Dream, he will un- 


doubtedly give the World the ſtrongeſt Proof 


that may be, that Religion is nothing elſe 
but Enthuſiaſm. 5 


- WHETHER or no his Deſign is to inſi- 


nuate this, I pretend not to judge; but this 


I think muſt be allow'd, that if he meant 


well, then either through Inconſideratene ſo, 


and the Vanity of being thought a Wit; or 


through the Diſtemper of an Inflam d Imagi- 
nation, which had quite deſtroy d his Fudg- 
ment and Reaſon, he forgot himſelf ſo far as 


to make odious Compariſons. And did not 


take care throughout his Letter, to diſtin- 


guith duly between Religion and Enthuſiaſm, 
but has made ſeveral horrible Jumbles , 


which are not leſs Silly, than they are Pro- 
fane. After the manner of other little Wri- 
ters, who ſometimes through want of Skill, 
and ſometimes through Craft and Deſign, 


leave 


For it is to be hop'd, that his Ridicule, fo ill F. x6. 
plac d at firſt, has, fallen at laſt uere it de- 
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leave their Reader in ſuch Confuſion, that he 
is not able to find any Meaning in the Diſ- 
courſe it ſelf, nor what tolerable Deſign it 
drives at. But if the Letter-writer's Rea 
Refpect for Religion, be no greater than his 


Performance in general ſpeaks it, then can't 


it be deny'd, that Truth, the moſt Powerful p. 7. 


Thing in the World, has. ſo far over-rul'd him, 
as to force him to confeſs that which quite 
overthrows the Fabric, and ſpoils the whole 
Deſign of his ! 5 


\ av whe he ane. 
And what a brave Deſign is loſt ! 
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ſerves : And that ſuch Poor and Ungentleman- 
like, and even Unmanly ways of attacquing 
Religion, as they ſhew the Malice and Inſo- 
Iknce,>fo dothey at the ſame time expoſe 
the Weakneſs and Folly. of its Adverfarys. 
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THE END. 
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